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Our  annual  Winter  Number  will  be  published  on  Saturday, 
January  29.  Circulars,  specimens  of  handbills,  price-lists, 
and  other  suitable  printed  matter,  will  be  received  for  inser- 
tion in  the  issue  as  supplements.  On  this  occasion  we  shall 
give  a  special  and  complete  circulation  of  the  number  to  the 
whole  of.  the  trade  of  Canada— that  part  of  the  British 
Empire  being  one  which  must  in  the  near  future  do  more 
extensive  trade  with  the  old  country.  Great  Britain  is  now 
buying  liberally  from  Canada,  and  will  certainly  sell  more 
freely,  and  there  is  a  good  opening  for  the  whole  of  the  drug- 
trade.  Those  wishing  fuller  particulars  should  apply  to  our 
publisher.  We  wish  it  to  be  specially  noted  by  advertisers 
that  the  Canadian  circulation  will  be  additional  to  the 
world-wide  distribution  of  the  number,  and  those  who  do  not 
wish  to  go  to  Canada  with  supplements  need  not  do  so  ;  but, 
of  course,  the  advertisement  pages  will  go  through  the 
whole  edition. 


The  result  of  the  sale  of  contraband  phenacetin  in  U.S.A. 
is  reported  on  p.  40. 

A  Boston  Pharmacist  called  up  by  the  night-bell  was 
brutally  assaulted  by  a  thief  (p.  40). 

The  first  part  of  a  critical  review  of  the  forthcoming 
British  Pharmacopoeia  begins  on  p.  44. 

The  trade  of  the  year  has  commenced  well  so  far  as  the 
wholesale  drug-trade  is  concerned  (p.  57). 

Company-pharmacy  seems  to  be  spreading  in  Scotland 
if  we  may  judge  from  a  paragraph  on  p.  42. 

ScHERiNCf's  Dividend  for  1897  is  expected  to  be  7  or  8  per 
cent,  as  against  11  per  cent,  in  1896  (p.  42). 

The  Keciprocity  Scheme  between  the  New  South  Wales 
and  Victoria  Pharmacy  Boards  is  shelved  (p.  38). 

A  North  Kensington  Chemist's  Counter-prescribing 
has  been  disapproved  of  by  a  coroner's  jury  (p.  35). 

We  print  a  picture  of  Mr.  Milne's  pharmacy  at  Quetta, 
Baluchistan,  which  was  recently  burnt  down  (p.  40). 

Subscriptions  amounting  to  over  40Z.  are  reported  to- 
wards the  maintenance  of  the  Chemists'  Club  (p.  63). 

The  process  of  concentrating  milk  by  freezing  and  the 
adaptation  of  the  method  to  other  purposes  is  noted  on  p.  50. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  gives  some  further  particulars  of  his 
acetylisation  process  for  the  examination  of  santalwood-oil 
on  p.  51. 

The  Addition  op  Glucose  to  tr.  rhei  in  order  to  add  to 
its  "  extractive "  is  the  feature  of  an  adulteration  case 
reported  on  p.  53. 

Mr.  George  R.  Sims  has  had  a  talk  with  a  C.  $  B. 
reporter  on  the  subject  of  Tatcho.  An  idea  of  the  conversa- 
tion is  given  on  p.  41. 

Quebec  Grocers  are  trying  to  get  an  amendment  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  to  enable  them  to  sell  patents  and  a  few 
common  drugs  (p.  40). 

According  to  Mr.  R.  Seyd  the  failures  of  retail 
chemists  numbered  fifty-six,  and  of  wholesale  druggists 
eleven  in  1897  (p.  50). 

An  Interesting  Discussion  on  the  variability  of  alka- 
loids, arising  from  a  communication  on  theobromine,  is 
reported  in  our  French  news  (p.  37). 

The  Exeter  Chemists  have  considered  the  new  Phar- 
macy Bill  and  have  approved  it  (p.  55).  From  Manchester, 
however,  it  is  reported  that  the  opposition  is  growing  (p.  35). 

Cape  Town  Chemists  have  been  worried  about  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre,  but  the  attempt  of  the  Administrator  of  the 
Drugs  Act  to  force  the  sale  of  the  B.P.  spirit  has  failed 
(pp.  39  and  51). 

The  Following  Portraits  will  be  found  in  this  issue  :— 
The  late  Mr.  E.  N.  Alpe  (p.  54),  the  late  Mr.  R.  W.  Giles 
(p.  43),  Mr.  E.  N.  Evans,  the  new  partner  in  Evans,  Sons  &Co. 
(p.  54),  and  Mr.  G.  R.  Sims  (p.  41). 

Several  Doctors  share  in  the  New-year's  honours,  and 
Mr.  Lipton,  the  tea  man,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Whittall,  of 
Constantinople,  whose  firm  is  known  to  druggists  here  as 
dealing  in  opium,  get  knighthoods  (p.  34). 

Several  Letters  on  erythrol  tetranitrate  are  printed 
on  p.  62.  They  show  that  the  compound  is,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  far  from  being  a  violent  explosive.  Mr. 
Martindale  gives  some  hints  on  dispensing  it. 

Mr.  Seddon,  the  New  Zealand  Premier,  had  a  good 
word  to  say  for  Mr.  Beecham  and  his  pills  in  reply  to  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Legislature,  who  suggested  that  the 
formulEe  of  proprietary  medicines  should  be  revelled 
(p.  38). 
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total  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to  the  trade 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


Charges  of  Thefts  from  Chemists. 

At  Cardiff,  on  January  1,  the  two  young  men,  Gwynn  and 
Rees,  as  reported  last  week,  charged  with  breaking  into  the 
shop  of  Messrs.  Coleman,  chemists  and  druggists,  of  Cardiff, 
were  discharged,  the  evidence  against  them  being  insuffi- 
cient. 

At  Leicester  on  December  28,  James  Brown,  a  shoe-finisher, 
of  no  fixed  residence,  was  charged  with  breaking  and  entering 
the  Oxford  Street  shop  of  Mr.  C.  J.  B.  Woolley,  chemist  and 
druggist,  and  stealing  4  lbs.  of  soap,  value  lOd.  Prisoner  was 
seen  to  break  the  window  and  take  something  out,  and  when 
arrested  the  soap  was  found  on  him.  He  pleaded  guilty,  and 
was  sent  to  prison  for  twenty-one  days. 

At  the  Willenhall  Police  Court,  on  January  3,  Annie 
Cattell,  of  Bilston,  was  charged  with  stealing  a  pot  of  honey 
and  other  articles  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  Edward  Walker, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Willenhall,  on  December  28.  She 
was  seen  to  take  the  pot  of  honey,  and  when  arrested 
offered  to  pay  for  it.  On  searching  her  bedroom  where  she 
was  employed  as  a  domestic  servant,  three  tins  of  health- 
saline  and  starch-gloss  were  found  which  had  been  missed 
from  Mr.  Walker's  shop.  The  prisoner  pleaded  guilty,  and 
the  Bench  accepted  her  father's  surety  for  her  good  be- 
haviour during  the  next  six  months 

Too  Urgent. 

At  Evesham,  Mr.  John  F.  Kingzett,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  Bridge  Street,  was  fined  5s.  for  riding  a  bicycle  on  the 
footpath.  In  a  letter  to  the  Mayor  apologising  for  absence, 
defendant  stated  that  the  reason  lie  rode  on  the  footpath  was 
because  he  had  a  very  urgent  packet  to  deliver. 

The  Danger  of  Infants'  Preservative. 

The  Nottingham  City  Coroner  held  an  inquiry  on  December 
28  relative  to  the  death  of  Elizabeth  Clara  Edwards,  a  child 
of  five  months,  whose  death  the  jury  found  to  be  accelerated 
by  the  use  of  an  infants'  preservative  containing  a  small 
quantity  of  opium.  Dr.  Coulby,  who  had  been  called  to  see 
the  child,  stated  that  it  was  suffering  from  slight  bronchitis, 
and  on  closer  observation  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  also  under  the  influence  of  opium.  From  inquiries 
made  he  found  that  several  doses  of  an  infants'  preservative, 
obtained  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Hopkins,  chemist  and  druggist,  had 
been  administered,  and  found  strong  evidence  of  paregoric 
in  the  mixture.  The  Coroner  pointed  out  that  the  bottle 
was  not  labelled  "Poison,"  which  he  believed  was  contrary  to 
the  regulations,  and  that  he  intended  notifying  the  case  to 
the  Public  Prosecutor. 

The  Islington  Analyst  and  the  Olive-oil  Cases. 

The  following  interesting  paragraph  occurs  in  the  report 
of  Dr.  F.  L.  Teed,  public  analyst  for  Islington,  to  the  Vestry 
of  the  parish,  for  the  third  quarter  of  1897  : — "  A  somewhat 
interesting  case  arose  from  a  sample  of  adulterated  olive  oil. 
Olive  oil  is  a  substance  that  is  used  both  as  a  food  and  a 
chug.  The  definition  of  'food'  in  the  Act  is  ' every  article 
used  for  food  or  drink  by  man,  other  than  drugs  or  water,' 
thereby  implying  that  in  the  legal  sense  any  substance  that 
was  used  as  a  drug  did  rot  come  under  the  definition  of  a 
food.  Confronted  with  this  clear  definition,  there  was 
apparently  no  choice  but  to  summon  the  vendor  for  selling 
a  '  drug '  not  of  the  quality,  nature,  and  substance  de- 
manded. Notwithstanding  the  words  of  the  Act,  the 
summons  was  dismissed  on  the  ground  that  olive  oil  was  a 


food  and  not  a  drug,  though  I  understand  that  a  successful 
prosecution  on  the  same  sample  was  subsequently  carried 
through  when  it  was  described  as  a  food.  Olive  oil  as  such 
is  described  as  a  drug  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and 
furthermore  entered  into  the  composition  of  fourteen  other 
official  preparations." 

Inquest  on  a  Chemist. 

On  December  23,  John  Charles  Watt,  chemist,  31  The- 
Grove,  Ealing,  was  found  by  his  landlady  lying  dead  on  a 
sofa  in  the  room  behind  the  shop.  After  causing  inquiries 
to  be  made,  the  Coroner  found  that  death  was  due  to  an> 
overdose  of  sleeping-draught,  and  that  an  inquest  was  not 
necessary. 

Parcel-post  Alterations. 

The  following  amended  charges  (which  have  just  come 
into  force)  should  be  noted  on  page  250  of  the  1898  Diary  ; 
— Hong-Kong,  1  lb.  9(2.,  and  6(2.  for  each  pound  up  to  11  lbs. 
Zanzibar,  1  lb.  Is.,  and  Qd.  per  lb.  up  to  11  lbs. 

New-year's  Honours. 

The  list  of  honours  conferred  by  the  Queen  on  Saturday 
includes  the  names  of  several  gentlemen  who  are  connected 
with  commerce  and  science.  Amongst  those  who  get 
knighthoods  are  Professor  G.  Brown,  C.B.,  veterinary  adviser 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  ;  Mr.  E.  Clarke,  Secretary  to- 
the  Royal  Agricultural  Society ;  Mr.  T.  L.  Lipton,  the  tea- 
planter  and  provision-merchant ;  Dr.  John  Struthers,  of 
Aberdeen,  an  anatomist  of  great  repute ;  Dr.  Batty  Tuke, 
President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Edinburgh, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee ;  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  Whittall,  the  head  of  the  English  commercia? 
community  in  Constantinople.  Professor  W.  T.  Gairdner,  of 
Glasgow,  the  Principal  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  University 
there,  and  one  of  the  Queen's  physicians,  gets  a  K.C.B.,  and 
Dr.  George  King,  F.R.S.,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Calcutta! 
Botanic  Gardens,  gets  his  K.C.I. E. ;  he  is  a  corresponding- 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr.  W.  B.  Heberden,. 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  gets  the  C.B.,  and 
the  same  honour  is  conferred  upon  Professor  D'Arcy 
Thompson,  the  Zoology  Professor  in  Dundee  University 
College,  for  services  in  connection  with  the  fisheries  dispute 
in  North  America. 

Store-prices. 

Among  the  alterations  in  prices  noted  in  the  January  list 
of  the  Civil  Service  Supply  Association  are  the  following : — 

Reduced. 

Cascara  sagrada,  liquid  extract,  per  2-oz.  bottle,  from  5d.  to  id. 

Cod-liver  oil,  per  16-oz.  bottle,  from  10(7.  to  9(2. 

Glycerine,  per  10-oz.  bottle,  from  8(7.  to  Id. 

Orris-root,  powdered,  per  lb.,  from  Is.  4(7.  to  Is. 

Vaseline,  per  1-lb.  tin,  from  Is.  2d.  to  11«2. 

White  wax,  per  lb.,  from  2s.  2d.  to  2s. 

Raised. 

Howards'  citrate  of  iron  and  quinine,  per  1-oz.  bottle,  from  7(7', 
to  8(7. 

Howards'  sulphate  of  quinine,  per  1-oz.  bottle,  from  Is.  3(7.  to 
Is.  Id. 

Added  to  Stock. 

Homocea,  per  tin,  11<7.  and  2s.  6(7. 
Mellin's  food-biscuits,  per  tin,  Is.  9(7. 

Tatcho,  George  R.  Sims  hair-restorer,  per  bottle,  10(7.,  2s.  2(7., 
and  3s.  9(7. 

Midland  Chemists'  Assistants. 

Mr.  Chas.  Thompson  was  the  Chairman  at  a  social  gather- 
ing of  the  Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  held 
at  the  Exchange  Restaurant,  Birmingham,  last  week.  The 
burden  of  his  short  address  was  "  Unity,"  and  he  urged 
assistants  to  use  their  influence  for  the  honour  of  the  pro- 
fession. The  programme  was  one  of  great  merit,  and  was 
admirably  sustained  by  Messrs.  S.  Stephens,  Taylor,  Wool- 
man,  Thornton,  Poole,  and  Stan.  Leigh. 

Hydrogen-explosion. 

On  January  1,  at  the  Passmore  Edward's  Science  and  Art 
School,  Helston,  a  student  named  Harry  caused  an  explosion 
whilst  making  hydrogen  gas.    His  eye  has  since  had  to  Le 
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removed,  owing  to  fragments  of  glass  being  driven  into  it 
by  the  force  of  the  explosion. 

No  Fault  of  the  Chemist. 

A  case  of  poisoning  from  chloral  hydrate  was  investigated 
at  Shrewsbury  on  December  29.  It  was  found  that  the 
deceased,  Mr.  A,  Williams,  died  from  misadventure  caused  by 
taking  chloral  hydrate  to  cause  sleep.  An  ounce  of  syrup  of 
chloral  hydrate,  duly  labelled  "  Poison,"  had  been  obtained 
from  Mr.  Blunt,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Shrewsbury,  a  few 
days  before  Christmas,  and  appears  to  have  been  taken  in 
one  dose. 

Fires. 

At  Liverpool  on  January  3  a  fire  broke  out  at  Messrs. 
MacSymons' [  stores  in  Deane  Street.  Considerable  damage, 
including  the  destruction  of  a  large  stock  of  drugs  and 
groceries,  was  done,  although  the  fire  only  lasted  about  an 
hour. 

Another  fire  was  threatened  on  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Davy,  Hill,  Yates  &  Hicks,  on  December  30.  Some  exag- 
gerated reports  of  the  damage  done  were  circulated,  but  the 
truth  is  that  through  the  overheating  of  a  boiler  about  six 
shillings'  worth  of  stock  was  burned. 

A  stocktaking  fire  occurred  on  the  evening  of  December  30 
on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Randall  &  Son,  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  of  Southampton,  which  was,  however,  extinguished 
by  the  members  of  the  staff  before  the  arrival  of  the  fire- 
brigade.  Smoke  was  observed  coming  from  the  cellars  where 
large  quantities  of  turpentine  and  spirit  were  stored,  and 
where  the  gas  had  been  burning  all  day  owing  to  stock- 
taking. It  is  supposed  that  the  vapour  of  turpentine, 
volatilised  from  the  sawdust  on  the  floor,  coming  in  contact 
with  a  gas-flame,  caused  the  fire. 

Hisks  of  the  Chemical-trade. 

A  man  named  Wells  employed  at  the  Beckton  Chemical- 
works,  died  on  January  3  from  the  effects  of  burns  and 
cyanide-of-potassium  poisoning.  He  was  engaged  with 
another  workman  in  the  manufacture  of  cyanide  of  potassium, 
and  accidentally  stepped  into  a  crucible  in  which  the  in- 
gredients were  being  heated  together,  burning  his  leg- 
severely.  The  jury  found  a  verdict  of  accidental  death,  the 
Coroner  remarking  that  the  crucible  did  not  appear  to  be 
properly  protected,  although  it  was  singular  how  the 
deceased  could  step  into  it  as  the  width  was  only  11  inches. 

The  Euston  "  Mystery." 

A  "  bearded  lady  "  mystery  at  an  hotel  in  Euston  Square, 
stripped  of  its  mystery,  turns  out  to  be  a  case  of  an  overdose 
of  chloral,  from  which  the  lady,  who  was  not  bearded  as 
originally  reported,  has  quickly  recovered. 

The  Cheshire  Chemical-trade, 

A  reduction  of  wages  of  5  per  cent,  has  been  agreed 
upon  by  the  employes  of  Bowman,  Thompson  &  Co.  (Limited), 
of  Lostock,  near  North wich,  as  a  consequence  of  the  depres- 
sion in  the  chemical-trade  noticed  last  week.  A  similar  re- 
duction has  been  arranged  by  the  Sandbaefo  and  Middlewich 
workmen  of  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co. 

Coroner  on  Prescribing  by  Chemists. 

At  the  Kensington  Town  Hall,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Drew  held 
an  inquiry  touching  the  death  of  T.  G.  Walker,  aged 
fifteen  months,  of  8  Western  Terrace,  Portobello  Road,  North 
Kensington.  The  evidence  showed  that  on  December  12  the 
mother  took  the  child  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  and  was  given 
powders  for  it,  and  on  the  following  Tuesday  obtained  some 
cough-mixture  from  a  chemist.  On  Thursday  a  doctor  was 
called  in,  but  death  took  place  the  same  day.  In  reply  to 
the  Coroner,  the  mother  said  the  child  was  drowsy  after 
taking  the  cough-mixture. 

Mr.  William  JTalket,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  199  Porto- 
bello Road,  said  the  ingredients  of  the  cough-mixture  sold 
by  him  were  syrup  of  squill  1  oz.,  ipecacuanha  wine  1  dr., 
syrup  of  poppies  1  dr.,  distilled  water  1  oz.  The  label  gave 
the  dose  for  a  child  at  from  half  to  a  teaspoonful. 

The  Coroner  :  You  sell  it  indiscriminately,  no  matter  if  you 
see  the  child  or  not  ? 


Witness  :  I  usually  ask  the  symptoms,  and  if  they  are 
serious  send  people  to  a  doctor. 

You  question  them,  and  then  prescribe  1 — Quite  so. 

Do  you  know  you  are  contravening  the  Act  1 — No,  sir. 

The  Coroner :  Then  the  sooner  you  read  the  Act:  the 
better.  If  you  diagnose  a  case,  and  undertake  the  treatment 
and  prescribe  and  accept  payment,  you  are  iable  to  a 
heavy  penalty. 

The  Witness:  Must  I  refuse  a  simple  app'icaiion  for 
three-pennyworth  of  cough-mixture? — I  canrot  advise  you, 
but  you  should  not  give  medicine  containing  a  narcotic 
without  a  knowledge  of  the  case,  or  something  serious  might 
happen. 

The  evidence  of  Dr.  Ensor  showed  that  death  was  due  to 
double  pneumonia.  It  was  the  wrong  treatment  to  prescribe 
narcotics  in  such  a  case,  but  in  this  instance  it  did  no  harm  ; 
even  had  the  child  taken  the  lot  it  would  not  have  killed  it. 
Without  the  syrup  of  poppies  the  prescription  would  have 
been  quite  correct.  Death  might  have  been  hastened  by  not 
calling  in  medical  aid  earlier. 

The  jury,  in  returning  a  verdict  in  accordance  with  the 
medical  evidence,  added  that  they  disapproved  of  the  action 
of  the  chemist  in  prescribing  for  the  child,  especially  when 
he  had  not  seen  it,  as  such'  actions  might  lead  to  delay  in 
calling  in  a  doctor. 

Is  it  a  Compliment  ? 

Under  the  headings  of  "  Industrial  Stockport "  and  "  In  the- 
Modern  Alchemist's  Den,"  the  Cheshire  County  Nercs  of 
December  31  contains  over  two  columns  descriptive  of  the 
establishment  of  Mr.  Arnfield,  manufacturing-chemist, 
Stockport.  It  may  be  interesting  to  state  that  the  business 
dates  from  1786,  when  Olive  Sims  started  a  chemist's  shop  at 
Lower  HiUgate.  Up  to  ten  years  ago  the  premises  were  in 
the  occupation  of  Messrs.  Kay  Bros.,  and  then  Mr.  J.  C. 
Arnfield,  who  served  his  apprenticeship  with  this  firm,  be- 
came the  proprietor.  Mr.  Arnfield  has  extended  the  business 
considerably  during  his  proprietorship. 

Death  from  Camphorated  Oil. 

At.  an  inquest  held  at  Tiedegar  on  January  4,  on  a  two- 
year-old  child,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  that  death 
resulted  from  shock  arising  from  burns  consequent  upon  an 
application  of  camphorated  oil.  It  was  said  that  an 
application  of  camphorated  oil  to  the  chest  of  the  child 
whilst  suffering  from  bronchitis  had  caused  blistering  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  result  jd  death. 

Trade  Dinners. 

Messrs.  Newball  &  Mason's  fourteenth  annual  Extract- 
dinner  and  entertainment  took  place  at  Hyson  Green 
Works,  Nottingham,  on  December  29  and  30.  From  an 
elaborately  got-up  programme  which  we  have  received  it 
would  seem  that,  with  music  and  theatricals,  very  pleasant 
evenings  were  spent. 

The  annual  dinner  given  to  the  travellers  of  Messrs.  Ayrton 
&  Saunders,  of  Liverpool,  took  place  at  the  Neptune  Hotel 
on  December  30. 

Chemist  Summoned  for  Obstruction. 

At  the  Ross  Police  Court  on  December  31,  Mr.  Porter, 
chemist  and  druggist,  was  summoned  for  obstructing  lha 
market-place  by  placing  thereon  a  quantity  of  hampers  on 
December  13.  The  placing  of  the  hampers  on  the  market- 
place outside  the  town-hall  was  proved  by  the  police,  but 
Mr.  Corner,  who  defended,  argued  that  the  right  to  the  use 
of  this  particular  bit  of  ground  had  been  maintained  by 
the  tradesmen  of  Ross  from  time  immemorial,  ami  could  not 
be  taken  away  except  by  special  Act  of  Parliament.  The 
Bench  did  not  venture  to  decide  this  difficult  point,  but 
said  they  considered  the  justice  of  the  case  would  be  met 
without  a  conviction  by  payment  of  the  expenses,  which 
amounted  to  9s.  Qd. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  Controversy. 

We  have  been  informed  that  Mr.  Walter  Gibbons,  Queen's 
chemist,  Market  Street,  Manchester,  who  has  taken  up  the 
cause  of  the  pharmacists  in  opposition  to  the  new  Ph  nmacy 
Bill,  and  who  initiated  the  freezing  held  at  the  Victoria 
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Hotel,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  and  which  was  reported  in 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  is  receiving  letters  approving 
of  his  action  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  will  have  a  very  strong  opposition  to  contend 
with,  as  many  of  the  local  pharmaceutical  chemists  are  on 
the  side  taken  up  by  Mr.  Gibbons.  Some  new  developments 
are  shortly  expected. 

"  Vegetable  Thieves  and  Murderers  " 

was  the  title  of  a  lecture  given  before  the  Bradford  and 
District  Chemists'  Association  on  January  4.  The  subject  of 
vegetable  parasites  was  dealt  with  in  an  interesting  manner, 
and  the  lecture,  which  was  illustrated  by  limelight,  was 
much  appreciated. 


->  (Local  a-iasaatiers  containing  mirked  items  of  news  interesting  to  the  trad  * 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland. 
A  meeting  of  the  Northern  Branch  of  this  Society  was  held 
at  Belfast  on  December  31.  In  the  absence  of  the  President 
(Sir  James  H.  Haslett),  the  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  John 
Watson  (Vice-President),  who  said  the  object  of  the  meeting 
was,  among  other  things,  to  consider  how  they  could  best 
advance  the  interests  of  the  P.A.T.A  ,  or,  as  he  would  rather 
put  it,  How  could  the  P.A.T.A.  best  advance  their  interests? 

Mr.  Samuel  Gibson  advocated  that  they  should,  as  a 
society,  send  circulars  to  the  manufacturers  they  wanted  to 
inlluence — he  thought  it  would  have  great  effect.  Mr. 
Brown  said  they  must  not  forget  the  danger  that  the  trade 
might  drift  into  the  hands  of  grocers,  who  had  as  good  a 
right  to  sell  patent  medicines  as  they  had.  The  Chairman 
said  the  grocers  were  in  favour  of  the  P.A.T.A. 

Mr.  S.  Gibson  said  if  they  were  able  to  get  up  a  thorough 

^boycott  in  Belfas',  so  that  an  article  could  not  be  got  in  any 
chemist's  or  druggist's  shop,  he  thought  the  manufacturers 
would  seriously  consider  the  objection  to  giving  it  to  the 
grocers.  In  the  eyes  of  the  public  an  article  sold  by 
chemists  had  a  certain  standing  which  it  would  not  other- 
wise have.  Mr.  Joseph  Richardson  reminded  the  meeting  of 
Mr.  Beecham's  letters  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  in 
which  he  stated  that  the  man  who  sold  an  article  cheapest 
was  the  man  who  ruled  the  market.  If  two  prices  were  made 
the  trade  would  drift  into  the  hands  of  those  selling  at  the 

'  lowest  price. 

Ultimately,  a  resolution  of  sympathy  with  the  objects  of 
the  P.A.T.A.  was  adopted,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
•confer   with  the  Ulster  Pharmaceutical   Society  on  the 
subject. 

Among  other  subjects  to  be  discussed,  but  not  reached, 
were  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Downes, 
President  of  the  P.S.I.,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Council 
to  the  effect  that  the  Council  did  not  recognise  the  Northern 
Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

Physician  and  Druggist. 

Last  week  at  Dublin  a  van  belonging  to  Messrs.  Hovenden 
&  Orr,  chemists  and  mineral-water  manufacturers,  Stephen's 
Green,  collided  with  Sir  Philip  Smyly's  brougham  at  the 
corner  of  Gardiner  Street.  The  horses  attached  to  both 
vehicles  took  fright  and  ran  away.  Sir  Philip  Smyly  is  badly 
injured  from  shock  and  bodily  injuries.  The  driver  of  the 
van  has  been  arrested. 

An  Up-to-date  Concern. 

Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited),  chemists  and^druggists, 
Dublin,  have  recently  remodelled  their  concern  in  Mary 
Street  to  such  an  extent  as  to  gain  for  the  place  the  name  of 
an  up-to-date  chemical  and  drug  hall.  The  exterior  of  the 
shop  is  surmounted  by  a  new  and  elegant  facia -board  with 


the  name  of  the  firm  carved  and  gilt  on  mahogany  covered 
by  a  sheeting  of  glass.  A  handsome  overmantel  of  ironwork 
picked  out  in  gold  runs  above  the  name.  The  old-fashioned 
windows  have  been  replaced  by  new  plate-glass  ones.  Inside 
the  shop  the  same  transformation  appears.  Two  new 
enclosures  of  mahogany  and  mirrors  occupy  the  centre  of  the 
shop.  The  oil-and-colour  counter  has  been  transferred  to 
another  part  of  the  place,  and  its  present  position  is  a  great 
improvement,  giving,  as  it  does,  much  greater  space  than 
heretofore.  The  concern  has  been  handsomely  decorated, 
painted,  and  polished  throughout,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  street 
where  it  is  situated. 

Munyon  in  Ireland. 

This  week's  Medical  Press  contains  the  following  letter : — 

Sib, — With  reference  to  the  article  in  your  issue  of  the  15th  inst., 
and  the  subsequent  correspondence  on  the  subject,  we  wish  to 
state  that  in  neither  of  our  establishments  are  "Munyon's"or 
other  so-called  "  remedies  "  sold.  We  confine  ourselves  to  the 
compounding  of  physicians'  prescriptions,  and  a  legitimate  phar- 
maceutical business.  Yours  faithfully, 

Fannin  &  Co.  (Limited). 

The  Press  adds  that  "  as  regards  the  Apothecaries'  Hail 
of  Ireland  and  Messrs.  Evans,  of  Dawson  Street,  we  under- 
stand that,  though  they  have  an  objection  to  write  a  letter 
over  their  name  to  any  journal,  they  have  altogether  de- 
clined to  have  anything  to  say  to  Munyon  or  his  nostrums. 
Indeed,  we  have  the  best  reason  to  believe  that  the  agency 
for  the  whole  of  Ireland  was  offered  by  Munyon  to  the 
'  Hall,'  but  was  unhesitatingly  refused." 

Ulster  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on  Jan- 
uary 4  at  Belfast,  Mr.  James  Tate,  M.P.S.I.  (President),  in 
the  chair.  The  consideration  of  the  P.A.T.A.  movement,  and 
a  resolution  on  the  subject  from  the  Northern  Branch  of  the 
Chemists  and  Druggists'  Society,  was  postponed  to  a  special 
meeting  to  be  convened  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  and, 
some  routine  business  having  been  transacted,  Mr.  James 
Guiler,  M.P.S.I.,  read  an  able  paper  on  "Water  :  Its  Compo- 
sition and  Impurities." 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

Preliminary  Examination. — The  following  have  passed  : — - 
C.  Doorly,  J.  Dale,  W.  G.  Whittaker,  R.  G.  Greer,  H.  Knight, 
and  L.  Jennett.    Five  candidates  have  been  rejected. 


Lo;al  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to  the  trad* 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  late  Mr.  S.  Paterson. 

The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Stephen  Paterson,  who  was  the 
sole  partner  of  the  firm  of  William  Paterson  &  Sons,  whole- 
sale druggists,  Aberdeen,  has  been  proved  at  the  sum  of 
18.082/.  7s.  10±d. 

An  Analytical  Firm. 

The  Edinburgh  Gazette  of  December  31  contains  an  intima- 
tion of  the  dissolution  of  co-partnership  of  R.  R.  Tatlock, 
Readman  &  Thomson,  analytical  and  consulting  chemists, 
Glasgow,  by  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Readman.  The  other 
members  of  the  firm  are  to  continue  the  business  in  Glasgow 
under  the  form  of  R.  R.  Tatlock  &  Thomson.  Dr.  Read- 
man,  who  has  for  some  years  carried  on  business  in  Edin- 
burgh as  sole  partner  of  the  firm  of  R.  R.  Tatlock  &  Readman, 
will  continue  that  business  there  under  the  same  firnt  on  his 
own  account. 
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frencb  mews. 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.} 


The  Modeen  Hat  Difficulty.— The  Paris  pharmacy 
students  have  obtained  a  regulation  by  which  ladies  attend- 
ing lectures  in  the  School  of  Pharmacy  amphitheatres  are 
required  to  remove  their  hats  or  bonnets. 

New-year  Honours. — Amongst  the  new  Chevaliers  of 
the  Legion  of  Honour  are  M.  Emile  Armet  de  Lisle,  director 
of  the  Societe  de  Traitement  des  Quinquinas,  Paris ;  M. 
Louis  Arnavon,  soap- manufacturer,  Marseilles;  M.  Georges 
Lefebvre,  chemical-manufacturer,  and  President  of  the 
Chambre  Syndicale  des  Produits  Chimiques,  Paris ;  and  M. 
Bouchardat,  professor  at  the  Paris  Superior  School  of 
Pharmacy. 

The  Paris  Municipal  Laboratory. — At  a  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  Municipal  Council,  the  question  arose  why  the 
Government  does  not  contribute  towards  maintaining  the 
laboratory,  seeing  that  the  Paris  "  Octroi "  officials  have 
analyses  made  there  on  behalf  of  the  Minister  of  Finance. 
The  municipality  claims  that  the  State  owes  the  city 
50,000f.  (2  000/ )  annually  for  such  services,  and  the 
Prefect  of  Police  is  to  endeavour  to  obtain  this  sum. 

The  Paris  Municipal  Council  and  the  Hospitals. — 
Dr.  Navarre,  a  member  of  the  Paris  Municipal  Council  and  a 
Radical  of  some  note,  has  been  inquiring  into  the  medical 
and  pharmaceutical  service  of  some  of  the  Paris  Hospitals, 
and  has  a  good  deal  of  fault  to  find,  which  he  has  expressed 
with  vehemence.  He  complains  that  the  house-surgeons  and 
pharmacists  of  several  hospitals  obtain  extravagant  quanti- 
ties of  many  medicaments  and  surgical  dressings,  and  thinks 
they  can  only  be  wasted.  Dr.  Navarre  is  married  to  a  lady 
of  English  parentage. 

The  Perfumery-trade  — A  smart  and  stylish  retail  shop 
has  just  been  opened  in  the  fashionable  rue  Royale  by  M. 
Delettrez.  A  few  doors  off  in  the  same  thoroughfare  Lubin 
will  shortly  open  large  premises  for  retail  business.  These 
firms  pay  rentals  varying  from  600/.  to  1,200/.  per  annum, 
which  shows  the  importance  they  attach  to  this  form  of 
advertising.  Probably,  too,  they  have  felt  the  competition 
of  English  perfumers,  and  appreciate  that  a  good  shop  is  an 
excellent  advertisement  for  attracting  the  attention  of  the 
numerous  foreign  visitors  to  Paris.  Rimmel  and  Gosnell 
have  good  retail  shops  in  Paris. 

Pharmacy  in  France. — In  the  current  number  of  the 
Bulletin  Commercial,  M.  Charles  Buchet,  director  of  the  Phar- 
macie  Centrale  de  France,  addresses  his  yearly  letter  to  the 
shareholders.  He  quotes  an  interesting  speech  made  in  1851 
by  Soubeiran,  then  director  of  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy, 
who  alluded  to  the  symptoms  of  decadence  noticeable  in  the 
pharmacy  of  that  day.  His  opinion  was  supported  by  many 
prominent  contemporary  pharmacists,  and  these  gave 
Dorvault  the  idea  of  founding  the  Pharmacie  Centrale.  M. 
Buchet  maintains  that,  scientifically,  French  pharmacy  is 
second  to  none  in  the  world.  He  leaves  us  to  infer  that  the 
commercial  ability  is  somewhat  deficient. 

Antiseptics  and  Food. — A  report  was  recently  pre- 
sented to  the  Council  of  Hygiene  of  the  Seine  by  M.  Duprez, 
in  which  he  drew  special  attention  to  the  increased  use  of 
antiseptics  as  a  means  of  preserving  articles  of  food.  He 
says  that  chemical  substances  are  now  more  largely  used 
than  ever.  In  consequence  of  this  and  other  reports  the 
Council  has  decided  to  oppose  the  use  of  certain  substances, 
including  those  having  borax  and  bisulphite  of  soda  as  a 
base,  especially  as  MM.  Riche  and  Nocard,  two  well-known 
chemists,  have  already  reported  negatively  regarding  them. 
There  is  a  preparation,  known  as  "  olobar,"  said  to  be  made 
simply  of  a  solution  of  bisulphite  of  calcium,  with  an  addi- 
tion of  99  grammes  of  sulphurous  acid  per  litre.  The 
manufacturer  of  this  chemical  stated  some  time  ago  that  he 
sold  annually  about  1,700  tons  of  bisulphite  of  calcium  to 
brewers  and  sugar-refiners  for  manufacturing-purposes.  Ex- 
periments have  been  made  with  meat  treated  by  bisulphite 
of  calcium,  and  it  is  found  to  penetrate  deeply  and  de- 
teriorate the  flesh.  French  chemists  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  antiseptics  should  not  be  resorted  to  as  a 


mode  of  preserving  food,  especially  meat.  They  consider 
that  refrigeration  is  the  means  that  should  be  adopted. 

Variability  of  Alkaloids. — Dr.  Huchard  has  sub- 
mitted to  the  Paris  Therapeutic  Society  a  study  on  the 
subject  of  the  variability  of  the  action  of  theobromine.  He 
had  previously  drawn  attention  to  the  vomiting,  mental 
excitement,  &c,  which  sometimes  follow  doses  of  this 
alkaloid,  and  he  thinks  this  cannot  always  be  attributed  to 
the  patient,  but  must  be  due  to  the  alkaloid,  as  adulterated 
theobromine  of  German  origin  is  found  to  have  been  sold  in 
France.  The  inconvenience  is  principally  noticeable  with 
patients  treated  at  their  own  residences,  and  not  with  those 
in  the  hospitals.  In  the  latter  case  the  theobromine  is  pure, 
as  proved  by  analysis.  Theobromine  being  a  powerful 
diuretic,  M.  Huchard  prescribes  it  in  doses  of  1  gr.  to 
2  gr.,  and  not  more.  M.  Patein  said  that  the  only  infallible 
means  of  recognising  the  purity  of  theobromine  is  to  test' 
the  point  of  fusion,  the  characteristic  aspect  of  the  crystals, 
and  the  solubility  in  weak  alkali.  M.  Bardet  had  found 
that  several  alkaloids,  especially  cocaine,  varied  considerably 
chemically,  and  consequently  therapeutically.  French  manu- 
facturers, he  said,  cannot  compete  with  the  Germans  on  account 
of  the  high  Excise-duties  on  alcohol  in  France.  M.  Pouchet 
thought  the  unequal  action  of  certain  alkaloids  must  be 
attributed  to  the  diversity  of  botanical  species  used  for  ex- 
tracting the  same  product.  Digitalins,  aconitines,  and 
atropines  differ  according  to  the  plants  from  which  they  are 
derived.  Referring  to  cocaine,  M.  Petit  sugggested  that  its 
varying  action  might  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  some 
makers  use  greater  care  than  others  in  freeing  the  drug  from 
certain  active  glucosides  which  were  formerly  mixed  with  it. 


Hustralastan  IRem 


[From  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia"  for'De-- 
cember,  copies  of  which  can  be  obtained  on  application  to- 
the  Publisher,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  B.C.,  price  6d.] 


Bismuth  in  TASMANIA. — It  has  now  been  ascertained 
beyond  doubt  that  at  the  Belmont  property,  in  Tasmania, 
there  are  seven  lodes,  traced  many  chains  in  length  on  the 
surface,  carrying  bismuth  ore. 

Tasmanian  Tariff. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Aus- 
tralasia for  December  contains  a  complete  list  (one  page)  of 
the  proposed  changes  in  the  Tasmanian  tariff,  so  far  as  they 
interest  the  drug-trade  ;  and  it  will  be  well  for  those  who  do 
business  with  Tasmania  to  get  this  copy. 

An  English  Pharmacist  in  Tasmania.  —  Dr.  Sidney- 
Plowman,  Frankson,  Victoria,  endorsing  Mr.  A.  H.  Crun- 
dall's  application  for  registration  in  Tasmania,  enclosed  a 
statutory  declaration  that  Mr.  Crundall  had  studied  with 
him  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  London,  and  was  the  person 
he  claimed  to  be. 

The  Eucalyptus-oil  Industry  — The  Tasmanian  Euca- 
lyptus Oil  Company  (Limited)  has  recently  opened  a  new 
distillery  at  Sandy  Bay.  The  first  charge  of  the  still  was- 
started  with  some  ceremony  by  the  manager  and  the  chief* 
distiller,  sample  bottles  of  the  "  brew  "  of  "  Platypus  "  oil  being 
distributed  among  those  present. 

The  Company  as  a  Person. — Among  the  amendments- 
which  the  New  Zealand  Board  of  Pharmacy  propose  to  make 
in  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1880  is  one  defining  the  word 
"person"  "to  include  |any  corporation,  whether  established 
by  charter  or  otherwise,  and  any  company  or  society  duly 
registered  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  Parliament." 

Registration  under  the  N.S.W.  Pharmacy  Act. — 
Members  of  Parliament  are  apparently  interested  in  the 
administration  of  this  Act,  for  on  November  4  Dr.  Ross 
asked  the  Colonial  Secretary  the  number  of  "  members  "  that 
had  been  registered  since  the  Act  came  into  operation. 
The  Premier  answered  that  the  number  of  "  pharmacists " 
registered  was  291,  and  the  number  awaiting  registration 
was  334 — total  625.  The  number  registered  under  the  Poisons 
Act  was  506. 

Pasteurisation  of  Milk.— Dr.  Ashburtoni  iThompson 
President  of  the  Board  of  Health,  N.S.W.,  and  a  member  of 
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the  Pharmacy  Board,  has  been  giving  attention  to  the  alle- 
gation that  pasteurisation  of  milk  cannot  be  relied  upon  to 
destroy  the  bacilli  of  tuberculosis.  He  finds  that  the  process 
undoubtedly  does  destroy  these  bacilli,  and  considers 
pasteurisation  a  most  valuable  health-precaution  to  take, 
going  so  far,  indeed,  as  to  advocate  that  all  milk  should  be 
pasteurised  before  it  gets  to  the  public. 

A  N.Z.  CHEMICAL  COMPANY. — Marshall's  Chemical  Com- 
pany (Limited),  with  headquarters  at  Dunedin,  N.Z.,  has 
issued  a  prospectus  for  the  balance  of  its  unallotted  shares. 
This  wholesale  and  retail  business  was  started  by  Messrs. 
Marshall  in  1892,  and  in  1895  was  incorporated  as  a  limited 
company  with  a  capital  of  12,000  shares  of  11.  each,  of  which 
only  8,000  were  allotted  at  the  time.  This  company  has  the 
proprietary  rights  in  "Toxa"  (a  rabbit-poison),  and  the 
colonial  rights  for  "  Frog-in-your-Tbroat."  The  object  in 
floating  the  balance  of  the  shares  is  to  establish  a  branch  in 
Wellington. 

The  Chemists  op  Wellington,  N.Z.,  are  objecting  to 
an  amendment  which  the  Statutes  Eevision  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  have  tacked  on  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
admitting  all  those  who  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
Act  "  had  been  for  two  years  solely  employed  in  dispensing 
for  a  legally-qualified  medical  practitioner."  A  deputation 
waited  on  the  Hon.  Mr.  Seddon  (Premier),  urging  that  this 
would  admit  many  insufficiently  qualified  men.  Mr.  Seddon 
gave  the  deputation  little  encouragement,  it  being  his  opinion 
that  if  managers  of  chemists'  shops  were  admitted,  so  should 
doctors'  dispensers  be. 

Poisons  Act  Prosecutions  in  Queensland. — It  has 
been  a  matter  of  continual  complaint,  especially  in  Victoria, 
that  magistrates,  when  clear  cases  of  infringement  of  the 
Poisons  law  have  been  proved  before  them,  will  not  inflict  a 
penalty  sufficient  to  cover  the  authorities' expenses.  In  Queens- 
land the  authorities  are  having  this  experience.  At  Charter's 
Towers  on  October  14  an  Englishman  was  fined  Is.  and 
26s.  Qd.  costs  for  selling  a  white-ant  destroyer,  and  two 
Chinamen  were  fined  11.  and  30s.  8d.  costs  for  selling  opium 
without  licences.  At  Townsville  on  »he  following  day  three 
storekeepers  were  each  fined  It.  and  25s.  6//.  costs  for  selling 
white-ant  exterminator. 

Central  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. — At  the 
sixth  annual  meeting,  on  October  26,  1897,  Mr.  E.  W.  Giesen 
(President)  read  the  annual  report,  from  which  it  appears 
there  were  eighty-nine  members  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Whilst  admitting  that  their  retail  price-list  was  not 
perfect,  he  thought  that  uniformity  of  prices  of  the  com- 
moner drugs  and  chemicals  should  still  be  aimed  at.  The 
revision  of  the  rules  rendered  necessary  by  the  application 
for  membership  of  two  unregistered  men  was  alluded  to,  and 
the  hope  expressed  that  the  effectiveness  of  the  Society  as  a 
body  would  not  be  lost  by  being  allowed  to  run  in  a  groove. 

New  South  Wales  Pharmaceutical  Society. — Some 
consioerable  changes  have  been  made  in  the  draft  articles  of 
association  drawn  up  in  consequence  of  the  Society's 
registration  under  the  Companies  Act.  Life  members,  who 
were  exempted  from  the  penalty  of  exclusion  for  offences, 
have  this  immunity  taken  away.  The  fee  for  restoring  a 
name  to  membership  has  been  fixed  at  10s.  There  are  also 
some  differences  in  the  method  of  election  of  members,  and 
a  clause  has  been  inserted  giving  the  Council  power  to  fill 
up  vacancies  among  members  of  the  Council.  The  power  to 
remove  examiners  has  been  included,  and  a  provision  made 
that  the  diplomas  of  the  Society  are  to  be  returned  on 
written  application  of  the  Secretary  on  ceasing  to  be  a 
member. 

Intercolonial  Reciprocity. — The  scheme  for  recipro- 
city between  the  Victoria  and  Mew  South  Wales  Pharmacy 
Boards  has  received  a  check.  The  Queensland  and  South 
Australian  pharmaceutical  authorities  want  a  look  in,  and  it 
is  expected  that  other  colonies  will  have  something  to  say 
about  being  left  out  in  the  cold,  but  meanwhile  the  Victoria 
Board  has  made  three  alterations  upon  the  draft  agreement 
which  the  members  of  the  New  South  Wales  Board  cannot 
agree  to,  and  "  thotigh  no  meeting  of  the  Pharmacy  Board 
seems  to  have  been  held,  an  official  or  authoritative  com- 
munication has  been  sent  to  the  Victorian  Board  declining 
to  accept  the  modification,  but  leaving  it  possible  for  the 
latter  Board  to  reopen  the  question."    The  matter  is  fully 


discussed  in  the  CD. A.,  and  the  views  of  various  boards 
and  individuals  are  given  at  length.  The  point  of  greatest 
interest  to  home  chemists  is  the  resolute  determination  of 
New  South  Wales  authorities  not  to  accept  British  cer- 
tificates for  registration  unless  the  British  Societies  accept 
N.S.W.  certificates  in  the  same  spirit. 

Dr.  Williams's  Pink  Pills  came  twice  under  mention 
in  the  Tasmanian  House  of  Assembly  in  November.  One  of 
the  hon.  members,  in  speaking  of  the  defacement  of 
natural  objects  by  advertisements,  instanced  the  "  Pink 
Pills,"  which,  however,  it  turns  out,  are  not  offenders  in  this 
respect.  Later  on,  in  moving  a  special  clause  in  the  Customs 
Act,  having  for  its  object  the  imposition  of  duty  on  im- 
ported articles  at  the  rate  of  their  ordinary  market-value  in 
the  country  from  whence  they  are  imported,  less  the  labour 
and  material  used  in  Tasmania  in  cases  where  they  are  sent 
in  partially  manufactured  state,  it  was  mentioned  that  Dr. 
Williams's  Pink  Pills  were  imported  in  large  masses,  and  at 
present  passed  at  low  value. — The  appeal  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Victoria  Pharmacy  Board  against  the  decision  in  the 
Williams's  Pink  Pills]case  was  heard  on  November  5.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  the  Board  prosecuted  an  unqualified 
person  for  selling  the  pills  on  the  ground  that  they  contained 
arsenic,  but  the  case  was  dismissed  without  any  reason  being 
given  for  it.  Speaking  for  the  defendant  Mr.  Irvine  first 
raised  a  technical  objection  to  the  appeal,  then  argued  from 
the  P.S.G.B.  v.  Piper  case,  the  licoricine  case,  and  other 
English  cases,  that  the  quantity  of  a  poison  in  a  preparation 
has  something  to  do  with  cases  under  the  Poisons'  Act,  and 
as  there  was  not  enough  arsenic  in  a  whole  bottle  of 
Williams's  pills  to  kill  a  baby,  the  Justices  were  right  in  dis- 
missing the  summons.  He  also  argued  that  proprietary 
medicines  are  not  included  in  Section  14  of  the  Victoria 
Pharmacy  Act,  therefore  the  defendant  could  sell  a  poisonous 
proprietary.  Mr.  Cussen  then  replied  for  the  appellant, 
and  the  Court  reserved  its  decision.  The  case  is  fully  re- 
ported in  the  number  referred  to  above. 

^Proprietary  Medicine-labels. — In  the  New  Zealand 
House  of  Representatives,  on  November  5,  the  Govern- 
ment were  asked  to  introduce  legislation  to  provide  that 
proprietary  articles  should  have  an  analysis  of  the  contents 
attached  to  each  package,  or,  failing  this,  that  they  would 
cause  analyses  to  be  made  and  published  at  the  expense  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  medicines.    Mr.  Lewis,  the  member 
who  proposed  this,  said  that  there  were  patent  medicines  of 
two  sorts — those  which  were  dangerous  and  those  which 
were  really  useless.     By  way  of  showing  what  could  be 
done  in  analysing  these  preparations  he  alleged  that  the 
only  active  ingredients  in  a  few  of  the  most  widely  adver- 
tised ones  were  as  follows  : — Beecham's  Pills,  aloes,  ginger, 
and  soap ;  Sequah's  Prairie  Flower,  aloes,  3  parts,  carbonate 
of  soda,  1  part;  Mother  Seigel's  Syrup,  treacle,  borax,  aloes, 
capsicum,  and  liquorice  ;  Rowland's  Kalydor,  bitter  almonds 
and  rose-water  ;  Pink  Pills  (Dr.  Williams's),  aloes,  coated  with 
sugar  tinted  with  carmine  ;   Warner's  Safe  Cure,  saltpetre  ; 
St.  Jacobs'  Oil,  turpentine  and  camphor.     Then,  as  a  speci- 
men of  the  composition  of  patent  foods,  he  quoted  Revalenta 
Arabica,  which,  he  said,  consisted  entirely  of  ground  lentils. 
He  thought  these  facts  (sic)  enough  to  justify  the  adoption 
of  the  German  method  of  placing  the  composition  of  the 
proprietary  articles  at  the  foot  of  advertisements  relating  to 
them.    Mr.  Seddon,  in  replying,  said  the  honourable  member 
had  unwittingly  wounded  his  feelings.     He   forgot  that 
Beecham's  pills  were  manufactured  at  the  town  of  St.  Helens, 
where  he  was  born,  and  he  happened  to  know  Mr.  Beecham 
very  well  indeed,  and  he  visited  his  works  and  saw  the  whole 
of  the  manufacture  >of  these  pills,  and  whoever  had  given 
the  honourable  gentleman  the  information  had  misled  him  ; 
and  furthermore  the  honourable  gentleman  had  unwittingly 
given  these  patent  medicines  a  prominence  which  probably 
he  never  intended,  and  which  might  lead  to  a  further  con- 
sumption of  them ;   and  for  that,  if  anything  disastrous 
arose,  the  honourable  member  would  be  held  responsible. 
He  hoped,  however,  to  have  the  matter  dealt  with  when  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  was  before  the  House. 


Fire  in  Shanghai  At  a  fire  which  occurred  in  the 

latter  part  of  October,  involving  sixteen  houses,  Messrs. 
Llewellyn  6c  Co.'s  branch  drug-store  in  Foochow  Road  was 
entirely  destroyed. 
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Soutb  Hfiican  IRcws. 

{From  our  Correspondents.) 


South  African  Penny  Postac4e.— On  January  1  the 
new  postal  tariff  came  into  force,  whereby  the  rates  of 
postage  between  Cape  Colony,  Natal,  South  Af  rican  Republic, 
and  Orange  Free  State  is  as  follows  : — 

Letters,  Id.  per  h  oz. ;  postcards,  hd. ;  postcards  (reply 
paid),  1</. 

Newspaper's:  hd.  per  4  oz.,  hd.  for  every  additional  4  oz.  or 
fraction  thereof. 

Book-post :  Printed  matter,  patterns,  and  samples,  hit.  per  2  oz., 
■with  a  minimum  of  Id.  for  a  sample  packet. 

Registration-fee:  Hd.  for  all  classes  of  correspondence. 

Rhodesia  and  Portuguese  territory  are  not  included,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  they  soon  will  be. 

Transvaal  Taxation. — The  State  Secretary  has  now 
informed  the  Johannesburg  Chamber  of  Commerce  that 
medicine-bottles  containing  up  to  ~  gallon,  or  a  little  over 
<8  oz.,  will  not  be  taxed  extra.  This  decision  is  understood 
to  be  final,  and  as  the  Boer  is  the  person  who  favours  the 
largest  bottles  of  physic,  he  will,  strange  to  say,  have  to 
meet  the  extra  tax,  as  the  Uitlanders  will  be  content  with 
<6-oz.  bottles  or  less.  At  the  same  meeting  of  the  Chamber 
a  letter  was  received  through  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce  from  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company,  in  which 
attention  was  called  to  the  excessive  duty  imposed  by  the 
Customs  Union  of  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  equal  to  Is.  8d. 
j>er  lb.,  and  in  the  Transvaal  even  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
while  the  duty  in  Natal  is  2d.  per  lb.,  and  in  the  Portuguese 
Settlements  of  Delagoa  Bay  and  Beira  it  is  2-JrZ.  per  lb.  It 
was  stated  that  extract  of  meat  is  recognised  throughout  the 
world  as  a  valuable  medical  comfort,  and  as  there  is  no 
•extract  of  meat  manufactured  in  South  Africa  this  is  not  a 
case  of  protecting  a  native  industry.  The  Chamber  is  to 
■endeavour  to  obtain  the  consideration  of  the  matter  by  the 
authorities  concerned.  The  Cape  Town  Chamber  has  also 
•dealt  with  the  same  matter. 

Cape  Phaejiacv  Board.— There  were  seven  candidates 
for  the  three  vacancies  on  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Cape 
•Colony,  referred  to  in  our  last  issue.  The  voting  was  inte- 
resting, owing  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  J.  Alf.  Mathew,  sen. 
<Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.)  withdrew  in  favour  of  Mr.  William 
Pocock.  Mr.  Mathew  received  112  votes;  Mr.  Pocock  (Cape 
Town),  123;  Mr.  Helmoie  (Kimberley),  123  ;  and  Mr.  Thomas 
<Claremont),  107.  The  unsuccessful  candidates  were  Mr. 
Mager  (92).  Mr.  Walsh  (83),  and  Mr.  Carman  (40).  There 
'has  been  much  heart-burning  about  the  whole  matter  owing 
to  the  action  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  in  delaying  his  selection 
of  the  Government  nominees  until  the  last  moment.  Mr.  A. 
•Cleghorn  and  Mr.  Pocock  were  on  the  last  Board  in  that 
■capacity,  but  the  Secretary  would  not  reappoint  two  Cape 
Town  chemists  again,  and  Mr.  Pocock,  the  President  of  the 
Board,  was  the  one  he  did  not  want.  After  failing  to  get 
Mr.  Mills,  of  Uitenhage,  for  the  vacancy,  he  appointed  Mr. 
Walsh,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  who  as  a  candidate  for  office  sub- 
sequently received  eighty-three  votes.  In  these  circumstances 
Mr.  Pocock  had  to  seek  the  suffrage  of  the  electors  at  the 
last  moment,  and  Mr.  Mathew  retired  in  order  to  ensure  his 
■election. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre  at  the  Cape. — On  De- 
cember 8  the  first  of  a  series  of  prosecutions  under  the 
Cape  Colony  Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration  Act  was  heard  at 
Cape  Town  Police  Court,  Mr.  Fleischer,  R.M.,  being  the  pre- 
siding Magistrate,  Mr.  A.  H.  Mathew,  of  the  firm  Heynes, 
Mathew  &  Co.,  chemists,  being  summoned  for  selling  1  lb.  of 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre  which  was  deficient  in  strength.  Mr. 
Creed,  inspector  of  licences,  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  Rose-Innes, 
Q.C.,  defended.  The  purchaser  of  the  spirit  put  in  the 
analyst's  report,  which  showed  the  following  factors:  — 
Sp.  gr.  -843,  alcohol  82  2  per  cent.,  volumes  of  nitric  oxide  at 
N.T.P.  10  8  c.c.  from  5  c.c.  spirit,  equal  to  44  per  cent,  of  the 
strength  of  spt.  ceth.  nit.,  B.P.  Mr.  Creed  also  gave  evidence, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Pocock,  President  of  the 
Colonial  Pharmacy  Board,  who  stated  that  the  British 
Pharmacopceia  was  the  standard  in  use  by  colonial  pharma- 
cists.   Sweet  spirit  of  nitre  v/as  recognised  as  a  solution  of 


nitrous  ether,  but  he  did  not  say  that  sweet  spirit  of  nitre 
and  spirit  of  nitrous  ether  were  synonymous,  and  in  cross- 
examination  said  that  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  was  a  well-known 
article  in  trade.  It  also  depended  for  its  virtue  on  the  fact 
that  it  contained  nitrite  of  ethyl,  but  there  was  no  standard 
of  strength  laid  down  for  that  article  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 
He  agreed  with  Mr.  B.  S.  Proctor,  who  said  in  "  The  Manual 
of  Pharmaceutical  Testing"  that  T3  percent,  of  nitrite  of 
ethyl  was  as  high  as  might  be  looked  for  in  an  article  sold  as 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  whilst  2  6  per  cent,  of  the  nitrite  would 
be  required  in  the  article  sold  as  "spiritus  aetheris  nitrosi." 
The  analyst's  report  showed  that  the  defendants  had  sold 
an  article  such  as  the  public  might  fairly  expect  to  be  served 
with.  Mr.  Charles  F.  Juritz,  senior  analyst  in  charge  of  the 
Government  Laboratory,  was  next  examined,  and  said  he 
thought  the  two  spirits  were  synonymous.  He  was  examined 
very  fully  upon  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen's  views  in  regard  to  this  sub- 
ject. It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  the  defence 
relied  upon  the  fact  that  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  is  not  spirit  of 
nitrous  ether,  and  to  support  this  contention  the  following 
witnesses  were  called : — Dr.  R.  Marloth,  Mr.  A.  H.  Mathew 
(who  deposed  that  he  told  the  purchaser  that  the  article  was 
not  B.P.),  Mr.  James  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist  of  thirty 
years'  standing  (who  said  that  during  that  time  he  had  freely 
sold  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  without  reference  to  a  standard  of 
strength,  but  admitted  in  cross-examination  that  "  any  trash 
can  be  sold  as  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  without  containing  ethyl 
nitrite  at  all.  Ethyl  nitrite  is  not  essential  to  sweet  spirit 
of  nitre"),  Mr.  Mortimer  A.  L.  Tothill,  chemist,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Jones,  his  assistant  (who  mentioned  that  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre  was  the  P.L.  article).  The  case  was  then 
ably  argued  by  counsel,  and  the  Magistrate  gave  his  deci- 
sion in  favour  of  the  defendants.  He  pointed  out  that  it 
was  a  criminal  case,  and  from  the  evidence  it  appeared  that 
they  had  no  intention  to  defraud,  and  had  stated  to  the  pur- 
chaser that  the  article  supplied  was  not  spirit  of  nitrous 
ether.  Some  discussion  followed  upon  the  decision,  other 
cases  being  involved,  when  the  Magistrate  explained  that 
the  evidence  about  two  distinct  articles  also  influenced 
his  decision.  The  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature  were 
postponed  for  a  week. 

Mr.  Henry  de  Smidt,  the  Administrator  of  the  Act,  in  an 
interview  with  a  representative  of  the  Cape  Times  subsequent 
to  the  decision,  made  the  following  statement : — 

The  Department  maintains  that  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  is  merely 
the  popular  name  for  spirit  of  nitrous  ether.  Sir  Alfred  Garrod, 
in  his  " Materia  Medica,"  which  is  the  text-book  adopted  by  the 
Colonial  Pharmacy  Board  in  its  examination  of  candidates,  says 
of  spirit  of  nitrous  ether :  "  It  is  popularly  known  by  the  name 
of  sweet  spirits  of  nitre."  That  in  actual  practice — whatever  they 
may  say  to  the  contrary — the  chemists  of  Cape  Town  recognise 
the  two  terms  as  synonymous  is  proved  by  the  following :  Of 
twelve  samples  lately  purchased  by  the  Department  for  analysis, 
four  samples  asked  for  as  "  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  "  were  labelled  as 
such  by  the  chemists,  Messrs.  Pocock  &  Co.,  M.  A.  L.  Tothill,  B. 
Desvages,  and  James  Jones.  Four  samples  asked  for  as  "  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre  "  were  labelled  "  Spiritus  aetheris  nitrosi "  by  the 
chemists,  Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  it  Co.  (two  samples),  P.  J. 
Petersen  it  Co.,  and  James  Jones.  One  sample  asked  for  as 
'•  sweet  spirit  of  nitre "  was  labelled  "  Spiritus  nitri  dulcis " 
by  Mr.  M.  A.  L.  Tothill.  One  sample  asked  for  as  "spiritus 
aetheris  nitrosi "  was  labelled  as  such  by  Messrs.  Wentzel  it 
Schleswig.  Two  samples  asked  for  as  "  spiritus  aetheris  nitrosi " 
were  labelled  "  Sweet  spirit  of  nitre "  by  Messrs.  Wentzel  & 
Schleswig  and  P.  J.  Petersen  it  Co. 

Since  this  interview  it  has  been  decided  to  withdraw  the 
cases   against    Messrs.    Jones,   Tothill,  and  Wentzel  & 
'  Schleswig,  a  compromise  having  been  arrived  at  between  the 
chemists  and  the  Drugs  Act  Administrator,  which  compro- 
mise is  to  use  the  following  label  in  retailing  the  spirit : — 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. — This  article  is  sold  without  any 
warranty  that  it  will  answer  the  tests  for  spirit  of  nitrous  ether, 
B.P. 

[We  comment  upon  this  interesting  case  elsewhere  in  this 
issue.— Ed.  C.  $  D.] 

Alkali-making  in  U.S.A. — Niagara  Falls  advices  are  to 
the  effect  that  one  unit  of  electrolytic  cells,  representing 
about  one-third  of  the  capacity  of  the  plant  of  the  new 
Mathiesen  Alkali-works,  has  been  put  down.  The  remain- 
ing portions  of  the  plant  are  expected  to  be  ready  soon. 
I  Caustic  soda  and  bleaching-powder  will  be  made. 
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American  Bottles. — An  American  Flint-glass  Bottle 
Manufacturers' Association  has  been  formed  which  includes  all 
Western  manufacturers  except  one  firm.  The  immediate 
effect  of  the  union  has  been  a  revision  of  price-lists. 

A  Charlottenbueg  Apothekee  has  just  been  ordered 
by  the  Court  to  pay  80m.  damages  for  an  error  in  dispensing. 
He  dispensed  a  prescription  ordering  0  2  gramme  of  bella- 
donna extract  to  be  made  into  eight  suppositories,  but  put 
0  2  gramme  of  the  extract  into  each. 

Women-pharmacists  in  Holland. — "Pharmacy  and 
dentistry  "  are  to  be  prominent  features  in  an  "  Exhibition 
of  Women's  Work,"  which  is  to  beheld  at  the  Hague  this 
year  in  connection  with  the  celebration  of  the  Coronation 
of  Queen  Wilhelmina  of  Holland. 

Chicago  Phaemacy  Burnt. — One  of  the  best-known 
drug-warehouses  in  Chicago— that  of  Messrs.  E.  H.  Sargent 
&  Co.,  Wabash  Avenue — was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Sunday, 
December  12,  damage  to  the  extent  of  $60,000  being 
incurred.  The  business  is  a  large  retail  and  wholesale  one, 
and  it  was  in  the  latter  department  that  most  damage  was 
done. 

Shorter  Hours  in  New  York. — There  is  a  point  about 
the  Bill  promoted  by  the  New  York  Drug-clerks'  League 
which  we  had  not  noticed  before — viz.,  that  it  is  proposed  to 
prohibit  sleeping- quarters  in  drug-stores,  as  well  as  ensure  a 
ten-hours'  day.  In  consequence  of  this  the  Bill  is  classified 
as  sanitary  legislation,  and  if  passed  will  be  confided  to 
health  boards  for  enforcement. 

A  Movement  in  Booking  Prices. — The  Colombo  Apothe- 
caries' Company  have  initiated  a  new  arrangement  for  the 
benefit  of  those  customers  who  care  to  open  deposit  accounts 
with  them.  If  a  deposit  balance  of  not  less  than  50r.  is 
kept  with  them,  they  will  give  a  discount  of  one-sixth  (16S 
per  cent.)  off  credit  prices,  and  5  per  cent,  discount  off 
articles  marked  net. 

The  Hager  Memorial. — Professor  Thorns,  of  Berlin, 
reports  that  a  total  of  5,628m.  was  subscribed  for  the 
memorial  to  the  late  Dr.  Hermann  Hager,  the  world-renowned 
German  pharmacist.  Of  this  sum  4,100m.  has  been  expended 
so  far,  and  the  balance  of  1,500m.  has  been  invested  in  Prussian 
3§-per-cent.  Consols.  The  interest  of  the  investment  is  to  be 
devoted  to  keeping  Hager's  last  resting-place  in  the 
Neurippen  Cemetery  in  good  order  and  properly  adorned  with 
flowers. 

Quebec  Pharmacy  Act. — The  Grocers'  Association  of 
Quebec  have  formulated  a  Bill  for  Amending  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  with  the  object  of  allowing  to  them  the  sale  of  all 
patent  medicines,  alum,  bicarbonate  of  soda,  borax,  camo- 
mile, carbonate  of  lime,  castor  oil,  cochineal,  cod-liver  oil, 
cream  of  tartar,  Epsom  salts,  flavouring-extracts,  ginger,  sul- 
phur, glycerine,  gum  arabic,  hops,  linseed,  linseed-meal,  senna, 
and  tartaric  acid.  The  pharmacists  of  the  province  are 
strenuously  opposing  the  Bill,  they  objecting  to  hand  over  the 
sale  of  all  patent  medicines  to  grocers.  The  matter  is  now 
before  a  committee  of  the  Quebec  House  of  Eepiesentatives. 

Gifts  to  the  Hofmann  House. — Dr.  J.  F.  Holtz,  of 
Eisenach,  who  is  well  known  in  German  chemical  circles, 
has  made  a  gift  of  a  paid-up  policy  on  his  life  for  30,000m. 
to  the  German  Chemical  Society.  The  sum  is  to  be  used  to 
free  the  Hofmann  House,  in  Berlin,  from  any  debt  that  may 
rest  upon  it  at  the  death  of  the  donor.  If  it  should  not  be 
required  for  that  purpose  it  is  to  be  used  to  assist  poor 
chemical  students  in  their  work.  Dr.  Holtz,  and  others  wdro 
may  give  liberally  to  the  Hofmann  House,  are  to  have  busts 
or  memorial-tablets  erected  to  them  in  the  institution. 

The  Contraband  Phenacetin  referred  to  in  last  week's 
issue,  was  sold  at  Providence,  R.I.,  on  December  15,  by  order 
of  the  U.S.  Marshal.  There  were  4,125  ( z.  of  phenacetin, 
307  of  sulphonal,  and  117  of  antipyrin.  Mr.  Anthony  Gref, 
of  New  York,  counsel  for  the  owners  of  the  patent-rights  on 
these  drugs,  gave  notice  before  the  sale  that  whoever  bought 
them  would  be  sued  for  infringement  (presumably  if  they 
sold  the  medicines  again).    Local  druggists,  as  a  syndicate, 


bought,  through  one  bidder,  the  antipyrin  at  lljc,  the 
phenacetin  at  13^c,  and  the  sulphonal  at  16 jC  an  ounce.  The 
purchaser  refused  to  tell  Mr.  Gref  for  whom  he  had  made 
the  bids,  and  invited  him  to  find  out  as  best  he  could. 

Cutting  in  the  West.— Wholesale  druggists  in  the 
western  part  of  the  United  States  have  recently  met  to  discuss 
the  propiietarj'-articles  trade,  the  net  result  of  the  meeting 
being  a  resolution  to  uphold  the  rebate  plan.  Retailers 
complain  that  the  wholesalers  are  trying  to  prevent  them 
combining  to  secure  wholesale  parcels  at  the  best  discount, 
and  the  feeling  is  general  that  many  wholesalers  are  supply- 
ing department  stores  with  all  the  goods  they  want. 

Boston  Burglary. — A  dastardly  assault  and  robbery  of 
a  Boston  (U.S.A.)  druggist  took  place  a  fortnight  since.  Mr. 
Newell  Paine  was  called  up  about  11  on  the  evening  of 
December  20  by  a  man  who  asked  for  witch  hazel.  As  soon 
as  the  man  got  inside  the  door  he  grabbed  Mr.  Paine  by  the 
throat,  exclaiming  at  the  same  time,  "I'm  a  desperate  man. 
Give  me  your  money  !  Hand  it  over,  quick ! "  He  then 
rained  blows  with  the  butt-end  of  a  revolver  or  other  blunt 
instrument  upon  Mr.  Paine's  head  until  the  latter  was  insen- 
sible. He  then  dragged  his  victim  20  feet  to  the  rear  cf 
the  store,  leaving  a  trail  of  blood  behind,  and  proceeded  to 
rifle  a  trunk  of  $1,200.  Mr.  Paine  was  found  next  morning 
by  a  policeman,  who  noticed  that  the  store  had  not  been 
opened. 

As  Others  See  Us. — At  a  recent  social  meeting  of  the 
Alumni  Association  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy, 
Professor  J.  P.  Remington  gave  a  lantern-lecture  on  Euro- 
pean pharmacy,  which  must  have  been  very  entertaining, 
as  he  was  able  to  crack  jokes  about  his  experience  of  the 
Scotch  difficulty  of  seeing  any,  and  he  described  several 
English  pharmacists  in  a  felicitous  manner.  Jacob  Bell, 
Michael  Carteighe,  and  Professors  Redwood,  Bentley,  and 
Attfield  were  amongst  the  portraits  exhibited.  There  were 
also  pictures  of  John  Bell  &  Go  's  pharmacy  and  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  house.  It  would  have  been  interesting 
to  have  had  Professor  Remington  extend  his  observations  to 
British  pharmacy  and  pharmaceutial  education  outside  the 
official  circle,  but  he  had  too  little  time  for  that  while  here. 

A  Baluchistan  Pharmacy  Burnt  Out. — A  serious  fire 
occurred  on  October  17  last  at  the  house  where  Mr.  C.  J. 
Milne  carried  on  his  business  as  a  chemist  at  Quetta,.. 
Baluchistan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milne  were  away  from  home 
when,  in  the  afternoon,  smoke  was  seen  to  issue  from  the 
second  floor  of  their  house.  The  upper  part  of  the  house 
was  burnt  out  completely,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milne,  as  well  as 
Mr.  Geo.  Arnold,  the  assistant  in  the  pharmacy,  and  Dr. 
Zobel,  a  dental  surgeon  on  a  visit  to  Quetta,  lost  all  their* 


private  effects,  and  4,000r.  worth  of  jewellery  belonging  to 
another  family  was  lost.  We  are  able  to  give  a  sketch  of 
the  burnt-out  premises  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Arnold,  of 
Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  a  brother  of  Mr.  Milna's 
assistant. 
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MR.  GEORGE  R.  SIMS  as  an  authority  on  the  physiology  of 
the  hair-follicles  and  sebaceous  glands  is  by  no  means 
surprising,  for  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  Mr. 
Sims  has  acquired  the  habit  of  authority  on  most  subjects  of 
interest  to  the  human  race.  But  Mr.  George  R.  Sims  as  the 
inventor  of  a  hair-restorer,  Mr.  George  R.  Sims's  name  and 
portrait  on  a  counter-carton,  Mr.  George  R.  Sims  as  a 
possible  supporter  of  the  P.A.T.A.  are  matters  of  interest 
enough  to  justify  a  visit  to  "  Opposite-the-Ducks  Villa,"  in 
Regent's  Park,  to  ascertain  how  a  commercial  career  agrees 
with  the  popular  journalist,  poet,  and  playwright. 

A  C.  §  D.  card,  secured  my  admission  into  the  famous 
Dagonet  den,  writes  our  Town  Traveller.  It  is  a  luxurious 
study,  packed  with  bookcases  well  filled  with  works  of 
reference  and  the  choicest 
samples  of  literature.  Por- 
traits of  actors,  writers, 
friends,  and  dogs  hang  round 
the  walls  ;  the  table  is  laden 
with  portfolios,  classified 
letter-cases,  and  photo- 
graphs ;  and  every  corner  of 
the  room  is  burdened  with 
relics,  souvenirs,  testimo- 
nials, or  objects  which  the 
owner  has  collected  —  for 
he  runs  several  manias  at 
once. 

Mr.  Sims  and  the  ugliest 
beauty  of  the  bull-dog  race 
were  mixed  together  in  one 
arm-chair  at  the  table,  and 
I  was  invited  to  another 
chair  within  easy  biting 
distance  of  "  Billy  Greet," 
who  was  thus  introduced  to 
me.  "  He's  all  right  when  I 
am  here,"  said  Mr.  Sims. 
"  And  if  you  were  not  here  ?  " 
I  queried,  thinking  of  the 
chance  of  the  master  being 
called  away  for  a  minute. 
"  Well,  that  derjends  on  your 
moral  character,"  replied'  Mr. 
Sims.  Which  was  not  re- 
assuring. 

Billy  opened  his  sleepy- 
looking  eyes  for  an  instant, 
and  promptly  closed  them 
again  with  an  air  of  indiffer- 
ence which  was  far  from 
complimentary.  He  was 
evidently  convinced  that  I 
could  neither  invent  a  hair- 
restorer  nor  write  a  melo- 
drama,   and  consequently 

need  not  be  regarded  as  a  possible  rival  to  the  firm  in  which 
he  was  interested. 

By  this  time  the  conversation  had  become  active,  for  Mr. 
Sims  starts  promptly,  and  can  provide  more  solid  information 
per  square  hour  than  any  man  I  have  ever  met.  And  his 
talk  runs  from  grave  to  gay,  from  pathetic  to  humorous,  just 
as  he  writes.  "  It's  nerves,"  he  explained.  "  If  I  were  a 
woman  I  should  be  hysterical ;  with  me  it  runs  to  talkative- 
ness." 

Within  the  previous  twenty  hours  Mr.  Sims's  old  friend 
William  Terriss,  the  actor,  had  been  murdered,  and  this 
shock  might  well  have  disturbed  the  nerves  of  anyone.  So 
the  talk  started  with  actors,  passed  on  to  murderers,  who  are 
a  special  study  with  Dagonet,  travelled  away  to  dogs,  old 
"  George  "  silver,  dressing  dolls,  journalism,  Mr.  Gladstone, 
gipsies,  the  treatment  of  gout,  Blackpool  versus  Southern 
watering-places,  millionaires,  sport,  Little  Englanders,  here- 
dity, trade-marks,  and  at  recurring  intervals  Tatcho.  Mr. 
Sims  explained  to  me,  in  the  course  of  our  conversation,  the 
secret  of  successful  journalism  and  drama-writing,  but  I  can 
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hardly  be  expected  to  give  that  away.  He  quoted,  too,  the 
names  of  a  number  of  the  old  drug-houses  of  London  which, 
he  said,  "  were  familiar  to  me  when  I  was  a  City  man."  He 
showed  me  with  pride  the  ivory  mallet  and  silver  trowel  with 
which  he  had  quite  recently  laid  the  foundation-stone  of  the 
new  "  Alhambra,"  at  Blackpool,  and  he  discussed  all  the  topics 
I  have  named  with  keen  interest  and  sometimes  with  earnest 
conviction. 

But  it  was  Tatcho  I  called  about,  and  whenever  there  was 
a  chance  I  brought  the  shop  on  the  carpet — if  this  mixture  of 
metaphors  is  admissible.  Mr.  Sims  is  at  least  as  earnest  in 
regard  to  his  self-imposed  mission  of  restoring  hair  as  he  is 
ou  any  other  of  his  numerous  crusades. 

"  This  is  how  it  came  about,"  he  said.  "  Twelve  or  fourteen 
years  ago  my  hair  began  to  come  out.  It  got  thinner  and 
thinner,  and  I  got  very  much  alarmed.  I  am  a  vain  man, 
you  know,  and  did  not  want  to  look  like  a  bladder  of  lard. 
You  see,  a  bald  head  would  not  go  at  all  well  with  my  square 
features.    Well,  I  went  to  my  doctor,  and  he  took  me  to  one 

of  the  first  surgeons  in 
London,  who  had  a  reputa- 
tion as  a  specialist  in  such 
things.  He  gave  me  medi- 
cine and  applications,  but 
he  had  very  little  hope  of 
saving  my  scalp,  and  at  last 
he  told  me  he  did  not  think 
he  could  do  me  any  good. 
I  asked  him  how  long  he 
reckoned  it  would  be  before 
the  hair  was  all  gone.  He 
said  he  put  it  at  about  two 
years.  About  that  time  I 
heard  about  a  workman 
whom  I  knew  whose  hair 
had  gone  off  much  as  mine 
did  and  had  grown  again  in 
a  thick  bushy  crop.  This 
man  was  employed  at  works 
where  some  dirty  substances 
had  to  be  handled,  and  his 
fellow  workmen  w  ere  in  the 
habit,  when  they  went  to. 
their  meals,  of  wiping  their 
hands  on  their  breeches. 
But  my  friend,  like  me,  had 
some  vanity,  and  was  rather 
particular  about  his  breechos, 
so  he  took  to  the  habit  of 
cleaning  his  hands  by  wiping 
them  on  his  head.  This 
gave  me  the  idea.  It  is  not 
a  new  one.  It  was  known 
200  years  ago,  and  has  been 
forgotten.  I  tried  it,  and  it 
succeeded,  and  that's  four- 
teen years  ago,  and  still  I 
have  as  fair  a  head  of  hair 
as  a  man  who  has  celebrated 
his  jubilee  can  expect  to 
have." 

"  Well,  why  did  you  not  put  up  '  Tatcho '  then  for  sale  ? " 

"  I  never  thought  of  doing  such  a  thing.  But  I  told  my 
experience  in  the  Referee  simply  because  I  knew  there  were- 
thousands  of  men,  not  old  men,  to  whom  premature  baldness 
is  a  serious  matter.  A  situation  is  advertised  in  the  City, 
and  there  are  a  hundred  ready  to  fill  it.  What  chance  has 
the  man  who  is  old  or  who  looks  old  1  Well,  from  the  first 
mention  I  made  of  the  matter  in  print  letters  came  pouring 
in  to  me  from  all  parts  of  the  world  asking  for  the  recipe. 
Some  of  them  were  almost  pathetic.  They  came  from  all 
sorts  of  people — from  many  who  could  hardly  say  what  they 
meant  in  EDglish.  I  will  send  you  a  bundle  of  curiosities  of 
this  kind  to  look  through.  [Mr.  Sims  did  so  a  day  or  two 
later.]  Most  of  these  enclosed  a  stamp  for  reply.  Others 
did  not.  Those  living  abroad  could  not.  I  believe  I  an:., 
safe  in  saying  that  I  have  replied  to  two  or  three  thousands  of 
such  letters." 

"  I  read  a  statement  of  that  character  in  the  Referee,  but 
I  thought  "— 
"  What  1 " 
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"  Well,  you  know,  Mr.  Sims,  you  are  a  professional 
romancist.  I  thought  you  might  for  the  moment  have 
allowed  your  artistic  skill  to  get  mixed  with  your  work  as  a 
journalist." 

"  My  dear  sir,  you  may  fully  rely  that  everything  I  write 
is  strictly  true ;  in  this  case  it  has  been  under  rather  than 
over  the  truth.'' 

"  But  how  do  you  find  time  to  do  this  and  your  other 
•work  1  " 

"Why  I  have  a  regular  office  here  —  shorthand-writer, 
typewriter,  and  clerks.  We  sometimes  deal  with  150  letters 
a  day  here." 

We  drifted  away  to  some  other  topic  at  this  point.  When 
we  came  back  to  it  Mr.  Sims  resumed  : 

"  So  little  did  I  think  of  the  commercial  possibilities  of 
the  article,  that  when  some  people  asked  me  for  permission 
to  use  my  pen-name  in  connection  with  a  hair-wash  I 
■consented.  But  as  time  went  on,  I  found  a  lot  of 
people  were  selling  various  sorts  of  stuff  '  As  recommended 
by  G.  K.  Sims,'  and  often  these  were  nothing  like  the  proper 
thing.  So  we  got  up  this  company  to  manufacture  and 
supply  the  genuine  preparation.  You  know  who  is  in  it, 
don't  you  ? " 

"  I  know  you  are  all  millionaires." 

"  Well,  I  am  not.  But  they  are  going  to  make  it  go.  I 
tiave  nothing  to  do  with  the  business  part  of  the  affair, 
you  know." 

"  And  are  you  likely  to  do  anything  to  ensure  a  jjrofit  to 
chemists  who  sell  Tatcho  ?  " 

"  That's  a  question  which  I  can't  speak  about.  Personally 
I  don't  want  to  see  it  cut,  and  I  know  there  is  an  association 
to  prevent  this.  But  what  the  board  may  do  about  that  I 
can't  say  at  present." 

"  Lastly,  Mr.  Sims,  what  is  Tatcho  ?  " 

"  Tatcho  ?    Why,  real,  true,  perfect,  holy,  genuine." 

"  Yes,  I  know  it's  all  those  things,  but  why  did  you  call  it 
Tatcho  ? " 

"  Because  that's  what  Tatcho  means.  It's  Komany." 
"  Is  that  tatcho  ?  " 

Somewhat  hurt  by  my  tendency  to  scepticism  in  the 
presence  of  a  fiction-writer,  Mr.  Sims  again  impressed  on  me 
most  earnestly  that  all  he  said  was  tatcho  ;  and  this  time  he 
triumphantly  vindicated  his  strict  veracity  by  producing  a 
book  called  "  The  Dialect  of  the  English  Gypsies,  by  Smart 
.and  Crofton,"  which  gave  the  word  and  its  interpretation. 

So  chemists  may  rely  that  Tatcho  is  all  that  it  claims  to 
be.  Of  one  thing  I  am  sure — that  is,  that  Mr.  G.  K.  Sims 
•Sliimself  has  the  most  sincere  faith  in  it. 


IRcw  Companies  ano  Company 
IRews, 

British  Druggists  (Limited).— Capital  5,000/.,  in  11 
shares.  Objects:  To  enter  into  an  agreement  with  H.  H. 
Warner  &  Co.  (Limited),  for  the  acquisition  of  the  business 
of  British  Druggists  (Limited)  (registered  in  1895),  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  patent  and  other  medicine,  drug  and 
specific  manufacturers,  retailers  and  dealers  The  first  sub- 
scribers (each  with  one  share)  are  C.  A.  Macpherson,  41 
Callcott  Road,  N.W.,  sub-manager,  and  six  clerks. 

Branson  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  40,000/,  in  10?. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of 
•coffee-extract  manufacturers  carried  on  by  Wm.  P.  Branson 
and  Francis  Pritchett  as  "  Branson  &  Co.,"  at  the  Chase 
Works,  Clapham,  and  at  165  Clapham  Park  Road,  S.W.  The 
first  directors  are: — Wm.  P.  Branson,  Francis  Pritchett, 
■Charles  F.  Branson,  F.C.S.,  chemist,  of  1  Asgill  Gardens, 
Richmond,  and  F.  T.  Pritchett.  Qualification,  1,000/.  Re- 
gistered office,  The  Chase  Works,  The  Chase,  Clapham,  S.W. 

Augustus  Gould  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  1,000/.,  in 
11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of 
a  wholesale  druggist  and  manufacturing  chemist  carried  on 
by  Augustus  Gould,  at  Bristol,  as  "  Aug.  Gould  &;  Co.," 
and  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  said  vendor.  The 
first  subscribers  are :— H.  Deffett,  39  Broad  Street,  Bristol, 
financial  agent ;  R.  Campbell,  14  College  Green,  Bristol, 
manager;  H.  Wilson,  97  City  Road,  Bristol,  publisher; 
A.  Gould,  3  King  Square  Avenue,  Bristol,  manufacturing- 


chemist  ;  C.  J.  Mill,  6  Osbourne  Terrace,  Ashley  Down  Road, 
Bristol,  clerk  ;  A.  Pomphrey,  51  Plantagenet  Street,  Cardiff, 
provision-dealer;  W.  A.  J.  McCulloch,  5  Clare  Street,  Bristol, 
manager.  The  directors  are  to  be  nominated  by  the  sub- 
scribers. 

Medicines  (Limited),  registered  in  Scotland.  Capital 
5,000/.,  in  10/.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  manu- 
facture of  pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  chemical,  industrial, 
and  other  preparations,  make  and  deal  in  wines,  spices,  and 
proprietary  articles,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are : — Alex. 
Tawse  Anderson,  Inland  Revenue  Office,  21  Newton  Street ; 
Thomas  Graham,  clothier,  27  Bank  Street ;  John  Adam, 
joiner,  10  Tobago  Street ;  Charles  F.  Jenning,  merchant,  4 
Nelson  Street ;  David  Orr,  grocer,  13  Ann  Street ;  and  John 
Cameron,  solicitor,  13  Kennedy  Street ;  all  of  Greenock. 
Also  P.  Macfarlane,  plumber,  Port  Glasgow.  The  first 
directors  are  Robert  Crawford,  merchant,  84  Miller  Street, 
Glasgow ;  James  Murray  Smith,  newspaper-proprietor,  67 
Hope  Street,  Glasgow  ;  John  M.  Farquhar,  chemist,  10  West 
Blackhall  Street,  Greenock;  David  Landor,  journalist,  46 
Brisbane  Street,  Greenock;  James  P.  Morrison,  grocer,  59 
West  Blackhall  Street,  Greenock  ;  Robert  L.  Hendry,  chemist, 
27  Earl  Grey  Street,  Edinburgh. 


The  Affairs  of  Schering's  Chemical-works.  —  The 
directors  of  Schering's  Chemical-works  at  Berlin  have  sent 
to  their  shareholders  a  rough  balance  and  report  for  the 
business  year  which  ended  on  October  31  last,  from  which  it 
appears  that,  in  spite  of  the  great  increase  in  the  output  of 
the  works,  the  net  profit  does  not  equal  that  of  the  year 
before,  chiefly  because  some  important  articles  of  manu- 
facture have  undergone  further  depreciation  during  1897, 
and  also  because  the  shipments  of  certain  articles,  chiefly 
manufactured  for  export,  have  been  greatly  diminished  on 
account  of  increased  protective  duties  abroad.  Furthermore, 
large  outlays  had  to  be  incurred  in  order  to  introduce  the 
many  new  products  brought  out  by  the  company.  And 
although  several  of  these  are  meeting  with  a  very  good 
demand,  their  sale,  from  the  money-  making  point  of  view, 
does  not  as  yet  balance  the  decreased  revenue  from  the  older 
articles.  The  net  profit  for  the  first  ten  months  of  the  year 
is  thus  only  462  533m.,  against  640,383m.  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  1896.  The  total  expenses  of  the  works  during  the 
same  periods  were  636,294m.  in  1897  and  635,002m.  in  1896. 
The  Pharmaceutische  Zeitv/ng,  which  does  not  seem  very 
friendly  disposed  to  Schering's  works,  commenting  upon  these 
statements  says  the  factoiy  in  question  has  allowed  itself  to  be 
far  outdone  by  the  Hochst  and  Elberfeld  factories  in  regard 
to  the  profitableness  of  the  new  remedies  manufactured; 
it.  This  fact  is  reflected  in  the  Bourse  quotations  of  the 
shares  of  the  three  companies,  which  are  at  present :  Hochst 
Dyeworks  (Meister,  Lucius  &  Bruning),  480  ;  Elberfeld  Works 
(Bayer),  350 ;  Berlin  (Sobering),  205.  It  is  expected  that 
Schering's  dividend  for  1897  will  be  7  or  8  per  cent.,  against 
11  per  cent,  in  1896. 


W.U13  of  2>eceaseo  Chemists. 


Mr.  William  Sarsfield,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  21  North 
Bailey,  Durham,  having  died  on  April  12,  intestate,  letters  of 
administration  to  his  estate  have  been  granted  to  his  widow, 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Sarsfield.  The  personalty  is  sworn  at  8,348/.  12s.  lid. 
gross  and  5,898/.  6s.  3d.  net. 

The  will  of  Mr.  John  Clark,  chemist  and  druggist,  Sheffield, 
who  died  on  September  1  last  year,  has  been  proved  by  Mrs. 
Clark,  the  widow,  Mr.  John  Deakin,  silversmith,  and  Mr. 
Edwin  Cotterill,  savings-bank  manager,  the  executors,  by 
whom  the  testator's  personalty  is  sworn  at  1,776/.  17s.  5d. 

Letters  of  administration  to  the  estate  of  Mr.  George 
F.  Bindloss,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  "  Carnforth,"  1  Brondes- 
bury  Park,  N.W.,  who  died  on  September  2  last,  intestate, 
have  been  granted  to  his  widow  Mrs.  S.  A.  Bindloss,  by  whom 
the  deceased's  personalty  is  sworn  at  782/.  10s.  Id. 

Mr.  William  Pick,  chemist  and  druggist,  168  Chapeltown 
Road,  Leeds,  having  died  on  August  2  last  unmarried  and 
intestate,  letters  of  administration  to  his  estate  have  been 
granted  to  his  sister,  Miss  Hannah  Pick,  by  whom  the 
d  eceased's  gross  personalty  is  sworn  at  2,589/.  186'.  2d. 
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Ayee. — The  death  of  Mrs.  Ayer,  the  widow  of  Mr.  Aver,  of 
"  Sarsaparilla"  fame,  occurred  in  Paris,  on  January  3.  Although 
Mrs.  Ayer  only  came  into  half  of  her  late  husband's  fortune 
she  was  at  one  time  considered  to  be  the  richest  widow  in 
the  world.  With  her  great  wealth  she  enjoyed  much  at- 
tention among  a  circle  of,  socially-speaking,  brilliant 
bachelors  and  widows,  and  once  good-naturedly  remarked 
that  another  such  fortune  as  Mr.  Ayer  left  was  not  to  be 
made  in  patent  medicines,  and  that  therefore  those  he  made 
rich  had  need  to  be  careful.  She  kept  up  a  large  estab- 
lishment in  Paris,  and,  though  of  a  shrewd  disposition,  gave 
libsrally  to  charities.  Mrs.  Ayer  was  well  over  three  score 
years  [and  ten. 

Giles. — On  December  25,  at  60  Nevern  Square,  London, 
S.W.,  Mr.  Richard  William  Giles,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
Aged  74.  Mr.  Giles  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  which  he  joined  in  1847,  after 
passing  the  Major  examination.  His  certificate  for  that 
qualification  appears  in  the  register  as  No.  37.  For  some 
thirty  years  he  carried  on  a  highly  successful  business 
at  Clifton,  which  had  been  founded  by  his  father,  but 
this  was  subsequently  amalgamated  with  Mr.  Schacht's 


business  close  by,  under  the  style  of  Giles'.  Scu^u.  & 
Co.  Mr.  Giles  then  came  to  London,  and  in  due  course 
was  called  to  the  Bar,  but  we  are  not  aware  that  he 
ever  practised.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  some  of  the 
public  works  of  Bristol,  and  was  a  familiar  figure  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
for  three  or  four  years  in  the  fifties,  and  at  one  time  served 
as  an  examiner  ;  but  it  was  as  a  critic  at  the  annual 
meetings  that  he  was  best  known  to  the  present  generation. 
He  was  a  ready,  an  attractive,  and  at  times  a  forcible 
speaker ;  but  he  always  appeared  to  have  a  little  difficulty 
in  suppressing  his  contempt  for  the  common  run  of  his  fellow 


members,  a  characteristic  which  would  have  barred  his  way 
to  popularity  if  he  had  had  any  desire  to  attain  this  in 
pharmacy.  At  one  annual  meeting  (1883),  in  commenting 
on  the  position  occupied  by  pharmacists  in  relation  to  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  Mr.  Giles  aroused  some  resentment 
among  the  members  of  the  Council  by  an  uncompromising 
statement  that  "  the  calibre  of  the  Council  had  deteriorated." 
There  were  no  such  men  on  the  Council  then,  he  asserted, 
as  Bell,  Deane,  Morson,  Savory,  Squire,  and  Hanbury.  And 
he  coolly  proposed  that  some  of  the  existing  incumbents  of 
the  Council  chairs  should  resign  in  favour  of  more  suitable 
men.  The  next  year  (1884)  Mr.  Giles  again  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  annual  meeting  discussion,  by  bringing  forward 
a  proposal  asking  the  Council  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  best  means  of  promoting  pharmaceutical  research,  either 
by  instituting  a  laboratory  tor  the  purpose  or  by  some  other 
means — the  purpose  being,  it  was  expressly  stated,  that  the 
Society  should  show  itself  ready  to  take  part  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the  national  Pharmacopoeia.  Mr.  Giles  outlined 
what  he  thought  such  a  laboratory  ought  to  do.  The  work 
he  proposed  for  it  was  entirely  of  a  pharmaceutical  char- 
acter— the  investigation  of  drugs,  the  standardisation  of  pre- 
parations, and  the  construction  of  formulas  for  new  medicines. 
The  proposal  was  rather  discouraged  at  the  moment,  but  it 
was  carried  into  effect  a  few  years  later,  with  disastrous 
consequences  to  the  Society,  financially.  At  one  time  Mr. 
Giles  contemplated  re-entering  into  the  ranks  of  active 
pharmacy.  He  made  an  arrangement  with  Dr.  de  Vrij,  of 
the  Hague,  and  established  a  laboratory  in  Red  Lion  Square, 
London,  for  the  production  of  the  liquid  extract  of  cin- 
chona by  the  formula  which  the  doctor  had  devised.  But 
Mr.  Giles  seemed  to  scon  tire  of  the  tedious  work  of  making 
an  opening  for  a  new  product,  and  after  a  few  months'  ex- 
perience as  a  manufacturer  he  sold  out  his  plant  and  stock 
to  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.  (This  note  was  acciden- 
tally omitted  from  our  last  week's  issue.) 

Hallam. — On  December  26,  at  Oakwood  Hall,  Romiley 
Stockport,  Alderman  Ephraim  Hallam,  J.P.,  chemist  and 
druggist,  aged  85  years.  Mr.  Hallam  was  a  native  of  Stock- 
port, and  was  apprenticed  to  a  chemist  in  the  town.  After 
completing  his  time  he  established  a  business  of  his  own  in 
Slockport  from  which  he  eventually  retired.  Alderman 
Hallam  was  one  of  the  leading  public  men  of  the  town.  He 
was  the  oldest  magistrate  of  the  borough,  and  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Corporation.  In  1862  he  filled  the  mayoral 
chair.  He  was  a  staunch  Liberal  and  a  zealous  worker  for 
and  generous  benefactor  of  the  Methodist  New  Connexion. 

Joxes.  —  On  December  18,  Mr.  Henry  Richard  Jones, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Wolverhampton.    Aged  79. 

Maegetts.—  On  December  29,  Mr.  William  Burgess  Mar- 
getts,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  38,  lately  residing  at  10, 
Stafford  Street,  Buckingham  Palace  Road.  On  Boxing  Day 
Mr.  Margetts  fell  down  in  the  street  in  a  fit,  and  was  con- 
veyed to  the  Westminster  Hospital,  but  the  immediate  cause 
of  death  was  from  disease  of  the  kidneys. 

Shaep. — On  December  11,  Mr.  Thomas  Robert  Sharp, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Owston  Ferry,  Lincolnshire.  Aged  60. 

Waters. — On  December  30,  at  High  Street,  Rye,  Alder- 
man William  Allen  Waters,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
67  years,  of  peritonitis.  Alderman  Waters  was  the  senior 
partner  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Plomley  &  Waters,  Rye,  with 
which  firm  he  had  been  connected  for  half  a  century.  He 
first  entered  the  corporation  in  1878,  and  was  twice  elected 
alderman  and  once  mayor.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Rye  Harbour  Commission,  and  filled  many  other  local  posi- 
tions.   He  was  one  of  the  oldest  Freemasons  of  the  town. 

Watt. — On  December  23,  Mr.  John  Charles  Watt,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Ealing.    Aged  32. 

Wheelee. —  On  January  2,  at  his  residence,  Eastbourne 
House,  Victoria  Park  Road,  N.E.,  Mr.  C.  Wheeler,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  of  Hackney  Road,  in  his  70th  year.  Mr. 
Wheeler  was  well  known  as  the  proprietor  [of  "  Wheeler's 
glycerine  jelly." 

Wyndham. — On  December  27,  at  his  residence,  42 
Charlwood  Street,  Belgravia,  S.W.,  Mr.  Florance  Wyndham, 
in  his  61st  year.  Mr.  Wyndham  was  known  some  years  ago 
to  the  trade  as  the  proprietor  of  "  Esprit  des  (Eufs,"  which 
he  extensively  advertised  at  one  time. 
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(I be  British  fl>barmacopoeta,  1898. 


Pharmacopoeia  revision  from  the  first  English  Pharmacopoeia  to  the  present  day.  The  work  on 
the  1898  B.P.,  and  how  far  the  new  edition  is  likely  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
physicians  and  pharmacists. 


THE  impending  publication  of  the  new  edition  of  the  British 
Pharmacopceia,  after  one  more  sitting  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia Committee  in  the  month  of  February,  has  naturally 
excited  much  interest  among  pharmacists,  manufacturing 
chemists,  and  medical  men.  Even  in  its  earliest  days 
pharmacopceial  literature  has  been  hailed  by  mankind  as  the 
evidence  that  search  after  remedies  for  evils  to  which 
humanity  is  prone  has  been  ardently  conducted,  and  the 
pharmacopoeia!  books  marked  its  results  and  progress.  Lists 
of  remedies  were  compiled  among  the  Akkadians  and  kept 
in  the  King's  library,  and  at  the  end  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  scholars  are  astonished  at  the  amplitude  of  the  lists 
of  drugs  which  could  be  compiled  from  Egyptian  papyri 
written  in  the  earliest  dawn  of  human  history. 

The  first  authoritative  list  of  remedies  or  drugs,  and 
therefore  the  first  Pharmacopoeia,  was  an  Italian  production 
known  as  the  "  Florentine  Keceipts,"  published  in  1498  by 
the  authority  of  the  University  of  Florence.  The  next  was 
published  in  Bavaria,  at  the  town  of  Nuremberg,  in  1542, 
under  the  editorship  of  the  famous  Valerius  Cordus,  only 
one  year  before  the  world  was  taught  by  Vesalius  |what 
original  work  meant. 

Before  this  time  Pharmacopoeias  and  other  meolical  works 
were  compilations  from  the  Lumen  Apothecariorum  of 
Salerno  or  of  more  ancient  productions,  and  subsequent  works 
which  carried  the  history  of  pharmacology  back  to  the 
fruitful  research  period  of  Arabian  medical  knowledge,  and 
thus  serves  to  connect  modern  prescriptions  with  Syrian 
translations,  with  the  Greeks,  and  with  Galen. 

The  Fiest  English  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  first  Pharmacopoeia  published  in  England  was  the 
London  Pharmacopoeia — a  wonderful  piece  of  work,  to  be 
studied  respectfully  by  all.  This  work  appeared  in  1618, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Koyal  College  of  Physicians,  and 
was  published  exactly  a  hundred  years  after  that  body  had 
obtained  its  charter.  The  College  obtained  legal  recognition 
for  its  list  of  drugs,  which  was  a  mere  compilation  from 
ancient  authors,  like  other  works  of  the  period,  from  his 
Majesty  James  I.  The  instrument  commanded  "  all  apothe- 
caries of  this  realm  to  follow  the  Pharmacopceia  "  which  was 
then  compiled. 

This  Pharmacopoeia  contained,  like  the  modern  ones,  no 
indication  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended  they 
should  be  used.  In  this  the  old  members  of  the  College 
manifested  their  wisdom  and  prudence.  No  allusion  to  the 
therapeutic  action  of  the  remedies  was  published  in  the 
English  tongue  until  the  year  1649,  when  Culpeper  pub- 
lished his  "  Physical  Directory  "  in  English,  which  contained 
a  translation  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  with  notes  on 
the  uses  of  the  remedies  added  whenever  that  was  possible 
— an  unusually  difficult  task  at  that  time,  as  Culpeper  him- 
self confessed,  the  "  virtues  "  of  the  drugs  "  were  not  easily 
gotten,"  and  as  quacks  were  plentiful  then  as  ever,  the 
author  expressed  his  fear  that,  if  he  told  all  about  drugs, 
"  knaves  might  put  them  in  practice  to  do  mischief " — an 
illustration  of  the  modern  apothegm  that  "  medical  educa- 
tion makes  rogues,"  at  least  until  medical  men  are  qualified 
and  have  enrolled  their  names  in  the  medical  register. 

The  first  London  Pharmacopoeia  was  a  handsome  folio 


volume,  embellished  with  a  carefully  executed  frontispiece 
of  a  high  order  of  merit,  representing  the  masters  of  phar- 
macology, a[reduced  copy  of  which  appesrs  on  the  next  page. 
The  legal  instrument  which  accompanied  it,  printed  on  its 
front  page,  "  Straightly  required  all  and  singular  apothe- 
caries, that  they,  every  one  of  them,  do  not  compound  or 
make  any  medicines  or  medicinal  receipt  or  prescription,  or 
distil  any  oil  or  waters,  or  other  extractions,  in  the  waies 
described  by  any  other  book  or  dispensatories  whatsoever 
but  after  the  onely  manner  and  form  that  hereby  is  and 
shall  be  directed  .  .  .  upon  pain  of  our  high  displeasure." 

This  volume  marks  the  character  of  the  medical  know- 
ledge of  the  time,  its  origin,  and  its  purposes,  and  certainly 
could  only,  at  that  time,  have  been  compiled  by  a  committee 
of  medical  men.  It  represents  the  extent  of  their  know- 
ledge. In  that  sense  it  completely  differs  from  the  new 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  which  really  only  represents  a 
minimal  portion  of  the  knowledge  of  a  medical  man,  and  is 
utilised  by  pharmacists  and  drug  manufacturers  and  vendors 
more  than  by  practitioners  of  medicine. 

Several  editions  followed  without  much  change  of  form  or 
matter  (second  in  1621,  third  in  1627)  at  short  intervals, 
showing  the  readiness  with  which  the  work  commanded  a 
sale. 

The  second  and  third  editions  were  almost  exact  reproduc- 
tions of  the  first,  and  contained  no  remarkable  changes. 
Harvey  in  1628  had  published  his  "  Exercitatio  Anatomica 
de  Motu  Cordis,"  and  had  given  new  zest  to  medical  re- 
search. This  did  not  affect  the  1639  edition  of  the  London 
Pharmacopoeia,  which  was  published  when  Harvey  was  the 
most  illustrious  member  of  the  College.  But  in  the  1650 
edition  many  changes  and  omissions  were  made,  although  it 
still  contained  directions  for  making  preparations  from  the 
tails  of  rabbits  and  pigs,  from  egg-dust  and  bone-dust,  and 
other  ancient  products. 

During  all  this  time  the  science  of  therapeutics  had  made 
no  progress  in  comparison  with  the  advance  in  other 
branches  of  medicine.  Materia  medica  had  just  begun  to  be 
classified,  but  fanciful  theory,  fantastic  and  grotesque  doc- 
trines, as  yet  held  the  place  of  experiment. 

In  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  1746  many  alterations  were 
visible.  It  was  in  this  edition  that  the  styrax-and-opium 
pill  of  Galen  became  the  pilula  saponis  of  the  modern  phar- 
macist, but  even  a  century  after  the  first  Pharmacopoeia,  this 
edition  still  professionalises  the  use  of  crabs'  claws  and 
crabs'  eyes  in  place  of  the  phosphate  of  lime.  There  were 
many  subsequent  editions  up  to  the  year  1851. 

Its  success  brought  many  competitors  into  the  field  who 
published,  like  Culpeper,  Pharmacopoeias  of  their  own,  and 
placed  them  in  the  market.  The  most  noteworthy  of  these 
were  J(acob)  S(hipton)  and  William  Salmon,  who  pub- 
lished such  works  in  1678.  In  the  eighteenth  century,  Phar- 
macopoeias or  translations  were  published  by  Quincey  in 
1721,  by  Gould  in  1727,  by  Pemberton  in  1746,  by  Heald  in 
1788,  by  Munro  also  in  1788,  and  by  Latham  in  1793.  During 
the  present  century  there  have  been  the  works  by  Collier  ini 
1821,  by  Pereira  in  1824,  and  in  1851  Squire's  "  Companion 
to  the  Pharmacopoeia  "  appeared  for  the  first  time. 

The  "  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia "  was  published  for  the' 
first  time  in  1722,  and  the  "  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  KiDg  and 
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Queen's  College  of  Physicians,  Dublin  "  was  first  compiled 
and  published  in  1807. 

The  British  Phaemacopceia. 

It  was  not  until  the  passing  of  the  Medical  Act  of  1858 
that  the  General  Medical  Council  was  entrusted  by  Parlia- 
ment with  the  duty  of  compiling  a  work  which  should 
include  all  that  was  best  from  the  London,  Edinburgh,  and 
Dublin  Pharmacopoeias,  and  present  the  whole  in  one  work 
under  the  title  of  the  "  British  Pharmacopoeia."  This  Act 
of  Parliament  gave  this  body  the  sole  right  to  compile, 
print,  publish,  and  sell 

the  British  Pharmaco-  •,  j^v-'^W^W1 
poeia.  The  first  edition 
was  published  in  1864, 
the  next  in  1867  in 
■consequence  of  the  out- 
cry against  the  dangers 
of  the  1864  edition. 
The  third  edition  was 
not  published  until 
1885.  It  has  occurred 
to  many  who  have 
carefully  watched  the 
progress  of  pharmacy, 
as  each  subsequent 
edition  has  issued  from 
the  crucible  of  that 
chosen  body,  that  the 
process  of  compiling, 
amending,  and  select- 
ing, so  far  as  one  can 
gather  from  later  edi- 
tions, has  not  kept 
pace  with  medical,  and 
especially  with  thera- 
peutical advancement, 
with  chemical  re- 
search, physiological 
enlightenment,  or  pro- 
gress in  pharmacy. 
Still  it  has  been 
thought  wise  by  the 
Legislature  that  a 
•committee  of  a  body  of 
•medical  men,  elected 
to  the  General  Medical 
Council  for  the  most 
part  to  represent  the 
interests  of  universi- 
ties, colleges,  and  cor- 
porate bodies,  should 
be  equipped  with  the 
power  of  amending 
and  republishing  the 
"  British  Pharmaco- 
poeia," despite  the  fact  that  so  few  among  their  number  have 
devoted  much  time  to  the  study  of  drugs,  and  so  many  of  whom 
would  be  humiliated  if  asked  to  prepare  a  pill,  a  tincture,  or  a 
liquid  extract.  The  General  Medical  Council  has  never  been 
conspicuous  forjits  generosity  in  stimulating  research  or  for 
remunerating  those  whose  natural  tendencies  and  abilities 
have  qualified  them  for  conducting  experimental  pharma- 
ceutical work,  avowedly  the  most  arduous,  and  prolonged 
of  all  experimental  researches,  for  want  of  which  know- 
ledge, derived  from  experiment,  many  questions  important  to 
the  practitioner  of  medicine  have  been  left  unsolved  in  the 
forthcoming  new  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 


The  reason  for  this  is  most  apparent  to  those  who  know 
the  methods  of  the  General  Medical  Council — the  body  to 
which  is  entrusted  the  sole  right  of  issuing  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia.  The  main  point  is  that  the  Council  does 
not  expend  enough  money  during  the  intervals  of  the 
issues  of  its  Pharmacopoeias  to  ensure  continual  original 
research-work,  and  is  content  with  its  own  compila- 
tions, gathered  without  money  and  without  price 
from  all  quarters,  from  every  Pharmacopoeia  existing. 
The  Council  is  content  with  appointing  a  committee 
with   powers    of    accepting    or  discarding  whatever  is 

submitted  to  it.  The 
sj  composition  of  the  body 
is  not  favourable  to  a 
proper  consideration 
either  of  the  wants  of 
doctors  or  of  pharma- 
cists, however  much 
its  individual  members 
may  be  regarded. 

Brunton,  Fraser,  and 
Tuke  are  names  to 
conjure  with  in  thera- 
peutics. As  critics, 
Mac  Vail,  MacAlister, 
and  Atthill  cannot  be 
matched ;  for  elegance 
in  prescribing  Sir 
Dyce  Duckworth  is 
renowned  ;  and  Sir 
Richard  Quain  has 
assisted  in  the  pro- 
uctiond  of  every 
British  Pharmacopoeia 
which  has  yet  been 
published.  Leech  is  a 
practical  man,  and 
Brudenell  Carter  is 
certain  to  know  the 
exact  effect  of  drugs 
upon  the  eye.  Never- 
theless the  committee 
has  been  stuck  for  want 
of  knowledge  which 
can  only  be  obtained 
at  first  hand  "  by-way 
of  experiment." 

The  New  Phaema- 
copceia of  1898. 

It  is,  therefore,  with 
all  the  greater  interest 
that  pharmacists  will 
read  in  our  columns 
the  first  summary  of 
those  changes  which 
the  committee  have  deemed  to  be  a  sufficient  revision 
of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  One  of  the  first  things 
which  a  Pharmacopoeia  has  to  do  is  to  see  what  old 
remedies  must  go  and  what  new  ones  must  come  into  theii 
work  ;  in  short, 

"  Elimination  " 
is  a  most  familiar  process  to  them,  and  a  difficult  one. 
Few,  except  those  on  the  committee,  would  credit  the 
difficulties  of  exercising  this  function,  and  yet  a  considerable 
list  can  be  constructed  which  shows  that  the  pruning-knife 
has  been  wielded  often  not  unskilfully.  Some  idea  of  the 
|  difficulty  of  excision  may  be  gathered  from  the   mode  in 
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which  the  committee  has  dealt  with  "  saffron,"  an  ancient 
and  time-honoured  drug  still  popular  in  folk-medicine.  Few 
persons,  except  modern  "  wise  women  "  and  "  Gamps,"  will 
allege  much  pharmaceutical  value  for  saffron,  and  conse- 
quently, in  deference  to  the  desire  of  some  Indians,  the 
committee  at  first  determined  to  exclude  saffron  from  the 
forthcoming  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Presently 
"Scotch  paregoric"  (tr.  opii  ammoniata)  was  called  into 
question.  The  question  of  nomenclature  was  raised.  That 
mixture  could  be  no  longer  "  Scotch  "  if  the  saffron  were 
left  out.  Later  counsels  therefore  prevailed,  and  the  diffi- 
culties were  finally  surmounted  by  the  facile  process  of  the 
committee  deciding  to  retain  this  ancient  remedy  within  the 
covers  of  the  forthcoming  new  edition,  if  not  as  a  therapeutic 
agent,  at  least  as  an  effective  colouring-material  for  active 
agents. 

Adaptation  to  the  Wants  of  the  Colonies. 

This  new  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  will  be  remarkable 
for  the  attention  which  has  been  devoted  to  recommenda- 
tions setting  forth  what  plants  or  active  parts  of  plants  may 
be  used  in  India  or  the  British  colonies  as  medical  equiva- 
lents of  articles  usually  employed  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  but  not  readily  obtainable  in  the  British  dependen- 
cies. These  recommendations  have  called  into  play  the 
patience  and  pharmaceutical  skill  of  many  of  the  members 
of  the  committee  of  the  Council,  but  whether  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  pleasing  all  parties  is  a  question  which  will  remain 
for  later  consideration. 

At  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings  of  the  revising 
committee,  the  General  Medical  Council  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion with  a  view  of  ascertaining  officially  in  what  degree,  if 
any,  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  could  be  better  fitted  than 
at  present  to  meet  Indian  and  colonial  requirements  as 
regards  improving  "  natural  drugs  and  pharmaceutical  pre- 
parations." The  result  of  this  action  is  shown  in  the  new 
Pharmacopoeia  in  certain  sections,  especially  in  those  that 
relate  to  pharmacy  and  chemistry,  as  well  as  in  the  materia 
medica  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  The  committee  have  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  forthcoming  edition  will  serve  as 
a  standard  and  guide  to  persons  engaged  in  the  preparation 
and  use  of  medicines  in  distant  dependencies  of  the  Crown, 
and  in  this  respect  be  unlike  previous  Pharmacopoeias,  which 
have  only  been  compiled  with  a  view  to  the  medical  require- 
ments of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

As  an  instance  of  how  this  has  been  in  part  accomplished 
we  may  mention  that  the  committee  have  transferred  the 
names  of  plants  or  preparations  of  raw  drugs  formerly 
appended  to  the  monographs  of  the  materia  medica  to  the 
index  of  the  forthcoming  Pharmacopoeia,  and  have  grouped 
them  both  in  their  alphabetical  place  and  under  the  names 
of  their  respective  drugs — a  matter  of  compiling,  editing, 
and  indexing  which  will  be  found  to  greatly  facilitate 
reference. 

The  committee  have  recognised  the  following  preparations 
of  plants  together  with  such  pharmaceutical  preparations  of 
them  as  may  be  found  to  be  desirable  for  use  in  the  stated 
British  dependencies  : — 

Agropyrum  repens    Siam  and  Hong-Kong 

Alstonia  constricta  (bark)     ...       ...  Queensland 

Berberis  aristata,  DC.  (root)  ...  India 

Euphorbia  pilulif  era  (herb)  ...       ...  Victoria 

Nesodaphne  obtusifolia  (Nuttall  bark)  Queensland 

Piper  Betlc  (leaf)    India 

Will  it  Satisfy  Pharmacists? 
In  many  respects  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  will  give  satis- 
faction to  the  drug-trade,  because  there  is  no  section  of  the 
preparations  which  does  not  show  the  imprint  of  the  hand 
of  the  practical  pharmacist.    There  is  evident,  too,  the  out- 


come of  a  desire  to  keep  pace  with  the  knowledge  which 
has  made  modern  pharmacy  elegant  pharmacy,  this  being 
especially  observable  in  slight  modifications  of  traditional 
formulae  for  favourite  preparations,  the  modifications  making 
either  for  elegant  or  improved  products,  or  for  expedition  in 
their  preparation.  It  may  fairly  be  said  that  the  galenical 
portion  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  will  give  general  satisfaction. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  de- 
cisions of  the  compilers  on  several  questions  of  principle  are 
surprising.    We  may  take  as  an  example  the  question  of 

Standardisation, 
which  for  nearly  twenty  years  has  been  discussed  by  the 
pharmacists  of  Europe  and  America,  with  the  result  that  the 
Pharmacopoeias  of  Germany,   Holland,   Switzerland,  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  the   United  States  have  adopted, 
standards  of  quality  for  potent  galenicals.    With  us  only  the 
preparations  of  cinchona,  nux  vomica,  and  opium  are  so 
controlled ;  but  other  Pharmacopoeias,  especially  the  Swiss 
have  been  bolder,  and  have  given  physical  and  chemical 
factors,  such  as  specific  gravities  and  percentages  of  extractive 
and  alkaloid,  or  in  those  cases  where  there  is  no  alkaloid  or 
little,  rough  tests  which  show  that  the  preparations  are  not 
stronger  or  weaker  than  a  certain  degree.    A  great  deal  of 
work  has  been  done  in  this  country  since  1885  with  the 
object  of  ensuring  constancy  in  the  strength   of  potent 
galenicals,  and  the  Pharmacopoeia  revisers  were  aware  of  it. 
They  considered  whether  the  tinctures  of  colchicam,  hem- 
lock, henbane,  jaborandi,   jalap,  lobelia,  and  stramonium 
should  be  standardised ;  but  the  somewhat  tame  conclusion 
was  arrived  at  that  the  extension  of  the  principle  of  stan- 
dardisation of  strengths  as  adopted  in  the  cases  of  certain 
preparations  of  cinchona,  nux  vomica,  and  opium  in  the 
British   Pharmacopoeia  of  1885  should  "be   deferred  until 
published  processes  of  assay  and  the  nature  of  the  total 
alkaloids  resulting  therefrom  are  less  indefinite.    This  con- 
clusion is  surprising  not  only  because  it  rejects  a  principle 
which  has  a  most  important  bearing  on  the  quality  of  pre- 
parations which  are  known  to  vary  greatly,  but  because 
the  revisers  initiate   the   principle    that   published  pro- 
cesses are  to   dominate   Pharmacopeia  standards.    Is  it 
possible  that  the  revisers  of  a  national  Pharmacopoeia, 
which  will-  have  some  pretensions  to  Imperial  incidence, 
are  not  provided  with  means  for  determining  such  things 
themselves  1    One  good  concession  has,  however,  been  made 
to  scientific  pharmacy   in  regard   to  tinctures — viz.,  the 
adoption  of  specific-gravity  figures  for  these  preparations  : 
but  these  figures,  we  are  told,  represent  those  which  may  be 
expected  to  be  obtained  as  soon  as  the  manufacture  of  the 
quantity  alluded  to  in  the  monograph  is  completed,  and  when 
the  drugs  of  the  quality  contemplated  in  the  B.P.  have  been 
employed.    It  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  reason 
for  the  italicised  phrase  in  this  declaration.    It  suggests 
that  if  any  departure  whatever  is  made  from  the  Pharma- 
copoeia prescription  as  to  quantity,  the  specific  gravity  of 
the  product  may  or  will  not  be  that  which  is  to  be  expected 
and  obtained  when  the  B.P.  quantity  is  made.    It  seems  to 
exclude  wholesale  manufacture,  which  is  generally  under- 
stood to  be  so  well  done  that  the  amount  of  extractive  in 
the  tinctures  is  generally  higher  (consequently  the  specific 
gravity  higher)  than  when  single  pints  are  made.    We  may 
say,  further, 

In  Regard  to  Tinctures 
that  the  alterations  made  upon  them  are  considerable.  Many 
of  the  changes  are  the  result  of  the  division  of  this  class  of 
preparations  into  two- groups  with  uniform  doses — 5  to  20 
minims  and  \  to  2  dr.  ;  while  changes  in  the  alcoholic  men- 
strua are  observable  in  every  instance.    A  third  important 
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change,  involving  a  new  pharmacopoiial  principle,  will  be  re- 
ferred to  later.  First  in  regard  to  the  alcoholic  menstrua. 
The  rectified  spirit  of  the  present  Pharmacopceia  has  a  specific 
gravity  of  0  838,  and  contains  84  percent,  by  weight  of  absolute 
alcohol  (ethylic  hydrate).  The  rectified  spirit  or  alcohol  of 
the  1898  B.P.  will  contain  90  per  cent,  by  volume  of  ethylic 
hydrate.  This  is  a  spirit  of  specific  gravity  0  8338  and  58°  o.p. 
From  it  the  following  menstrua  will  be  made  : — 


No. 

Vols. 
Alcohol 

Vols. 
Water 

Sp.  Gr. 

Per  cent. 
EtOH 
by  vol. 

Proof 

1 

1 

1 

•943 

45-4 

20-96°  u. 

2 

2 

1 

•913 

60-15 

5-5°  o. 

3 

3 

1 

•896 

67-55 

18-5°  o. 

4 

4 

1 

•884 

72-35 

26-5°  o. 

The  revisers  appear  to  have  carefully  endeavoured  not  to 
alter  the  alcoholic  strengths  of  tinctures  much,  but  the  ten- 
dency has  been  to  lower  the  proportion  of  alcohol,  this  being 
in  conformity  with  the  experience  that  strong  alcohol  is  not 
a  good  solvent  of  vegetable  substances.  Following  are  a 
few  examples  of  the  changes,  expressed  in  the  specific 
gravities  of  the  menstrua  : — 

B.P.  1885 
•838 


Tr.  aconite 
Tr.  arnicas 
Tr.  buchu 
Tr.  capsici 
Tr.  card.  co. 
Tr.  jaborandi 
Tr.  strophanthi 


B.P.  1898 
■896 


•920 
•838 
■920 
•920 
•838 


•913 
•884 
•913 
■943 


These  are  judicious  alterations,  and  do  not  greatly  change  the 
appearance  and  properties  of  the  tinctures,  but,  as  we 
pointed  out  in  oar  Summer  Number,  the  changes  are  of 
considerable  importance  to  exporters  of  tinctures,  and  to 
the  fiscal  authorities  who  have  to  do  with  the  drawback  on 
them,  both  of  whom  are  anticipating  the  change,  so  that 
any  inconvenience  to  them  will  only  be  temporary.  The 
old-fashioned  retail  prices  of  tinctures — 4rf.  for  proof, 
and  Qd.  for  rectified — are  not  likely  to  be  disturbed,  because 
most  of  the  changes  involve  the  use  of  less  spirit.  The 
alterations  in  the  proportions  of  active  ingredients  will  re- 
quire the  careful  attention  of  pharmacists,  as  it  is  only 
potent  preparations  which  have  been  touched,  and  that  because 
of  the  medical  demand  for  uniform  doses.  Thus,  we  have 
the  proportion  of  aconite  tubers  for  tr.  aconitae  reduced 
from  2|  oz.  to  1|  oz.  to  the  pint,  while  the  strength  of  tr. 
colchici  sem.  will  be  increased  from  Zk  oz.  to  4  oz.  to  the 
pint.  Tr.  digitalis  is  made  1  in  10  instead  of  1  in  8,  but  the 
midrib  is  directed  to  be  removed,  so  that  the  tincture  will 
really  be  stronger  than  the  present  one. 

Amongst  the  tinctures  which  will  be  changed  in  composi- 
tion are  tr.  aloes  (ext.  glycyr.  liq.  used,  an  improvement),  tr. 
belladonnas,  tr.  camph.  co.  (made  with  tr.  opii),  tr.  chloro- 
formi  et  morphine  (scarcely  related  to  the  1885  preparation), 
tr.  nucis  vomica?,  and  tr.  opii  ammoniat.  (ammonia  strength 
reduced  by  a  half). 

The  Pharmacopoeia  describes  two  general  processes  for 
preparing  tinctures,  and  in  the  formulae  directs  them  to  be 
made  by  the  one  process  or  the  other  without  repetition  of 
the  details.    The  processes  are  substantially  as  follows  : — 

Percolation,. — Moisten  the  drug  with  the  prescribed  quan- 
tity of  the  menstruum  and  set  the  mixture  aside  in  a  closed 
vessel  for  the  period  indicated.  Pack  the  mixture  in  a 
percolator,  and  pour  over  it  at  intervals  further  portions  of 
the  menstruum,  allowing  percolation  to  proceed  slowly  but 
continuously  until  an  amount  of  the  fluid  equal  to  three- 
fourths  of  the  volume  of  the  finished  tincture  has  been 


collected.  Remove  the  marc  from  the  percolator  and  submit 
it  to  pressure.  Mix  the  expressed  fluids  with  the  percolate, 
and  then  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  menstruum  to  form 
the  required  volume  of  the  tincture. 

A  cylindrical  percolator,  preferably  of  glass  or  earthenware, 
may  be  employed,  of  such  dimensions  as  to  present  to  the 
menstruum  a  column  of  drug  at  least  six  times  as  long  as- 
wide. 

Maceration. — Soak  the  drug  in  the  whole  of  the  men- 
struum in  a  closed  vessel  for  seven  days,  occasionally  agi- 
tating ;  strain,  press  the  marc,  and  mix  the  fluids. 

While  leaving  details  and  minor  variations  of  the  processes 
to  the  judgment  of  the  pharmacist,  the  revisers  have  in  the 
foregoing  made  rational  changes  of  considerable  moment — 
for  example,  the  maceration  tinctures  are  not  to  be  made- 
up  to  a  prescribed  volume  with  the  menstruum,  so  that  on 
this  point  the  Pharmacopoeia  will  come  into  line  with  con- 
tinental Pharmacopoeias.  The  clarification  of  the  prepara- 
tions is  to  be  by  subsidence  or  filtration,  or  both,  as  the- 
pharmacist's  experience  dictates. 

An  entirely  new  departure  is  to  be  made  in  the  method  of 
preparing  a  few  potent  tinctares  (e.g.,  belladonna  and  nux 
vomica),  fluid  extracts,  and  not  the  crude  drngs,  being  used  for 
these.  This  almost  seems  to  be  an  explanation  of  the  mysterious 
advertisement  which  has  been  appearing  on  our  leader-page 
for  some  weeks — viz.,  "  Fletchers'  Concentrated  Liquors  and 
the  New  Pharmacopoeia."  It  is  hard  to  say  which  party  we 
are  to  congratulate  in  the  matter ;  but  time  will  tell. 


ftrafce^HDarks  applied  for. 


{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  December  29,  1697.) 

"  Wadaristoph  "  ;  for  photographic  preparations  for  developing,, 
fixing,  and  toning.  By  A.  E.  Wade,  177  Walworth  Road,. 
London,  S.E.,  photographic-store  proprietor.  208,991. 

'  MlNOVITB  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  used  in  manufactures  or 
philosophical  research,  and  anti-corrosives.  By  Leonard, 
Hunt,  2,  4,  and  6  Albert  Bridge,  Manchester,  manufacturing 
chemist.  209,222. 

'  Ting-a-ling  "  ;  for  all  goods  in  Class  1.  By  Joseph  Bames, 
149  Manchester  Road,  Accrington,  Lancashire,  analytical 
chemist.  209,427. 

"  Corvoline  "  ;  for  all  goods  included  in  Cl&sses  1  and  4.  By  the 
Badische  Anilin  und  Soda  Fabrik,  Priesenheimer  Landstrasse, 
Ludwigshafen-on-Rhine,  Germany.  209,556-7." 

Facsimile  signature  of  applicant  on  label,  with  wording  on  square 
label ;  for  a  medicine  for  human  use.  By  A.  Clarkson  &  Co  , 
Glywn,  Castle  Road,  Newport,  I.W.,  patent-medicine  vendors. 
Essential  particular  :  the  signature.  208,693. 

Device  representing  bunch  of  herbs,  and  the  words  "Atkins* 
Herbal  Lung-healer  "  in  circular  form ;  for  a  medicine  for 
human  use.  By  R.  and  G.  Atkins,  118  Falcon  Road,  Clap- 
ham  Junction.    208,843.    Essential  particular:  the  device. 

"  Ttsilotds  "  ;  for  compressed  drugs  for  human  use.  By  L.  B. 
Tyson  &  Co.  (Limited),  249A  High  Holborn,  London,  drug- 
merchants.  209,198. 

Facsimile  signature  of  applicant ;  for  an  embrocation  for  human 
use.  By  R.  Smith,  "  "VVoodside,"  Allestree,  Derbyshire,  em- 
brocation-manufacturer. 209,255. 

"  Capstan,"  and  device  of  same ;  for  perfumery,  toilet-articles, 
soap,  &o.  By  W.  Gossage  &  Sons  (Limited),  Widnes,  soap- 
manufacturers.  209,499. 

Colouring  Antiseptic  Solutions.— Corrosive  sublimate : 
—Methyl  violet.  1  drop  5-per-cent.  solution  to  the  pint; 
Nicholson's  blue,  1  drop  1-per-cent.  solution  to  the  pint ;  indigo 
carmine,  25  drops  1-per-cent.  solution  to  the  pint ;  malachite 
green,  3  drops  1-per-cent.  solution  to  the  pint.  Carbolic  acid : — 
Fuchsine,  1  drop  1-per-cent.  solution  to  the  pint;  eosine, 
5  drops  1-per-cent.  solution  to  the  pint ;  safranin,  2  drops 
1-per-cent.  solution  to  the  pint.  These  colours  are  fairly 
permanent  and  distinctive.  It  has  been  suggested  that  they 
should  be  regarded  as  international  colours. 
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EMBROCATIO 


in  bottles  to  retail  at 


8d.,  1/. 
kk 


and  2/6. 


SAN1TAS  " 


There   is   a   DEMAND  for  MEDICINAL, 
LICENCE-FREE 

COCA  WINK 


The  "  Galen  "  Coca  Wine  gives  universal  satisfaction  as  a 
remedy,  brings  repeat  orders,  and  yields  a  good  profit. 


AND  OTHER 


DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 
(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED   DESTROYER,  &c.  &c. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YORK. 


S PRATT 


Dog  Cakes 

SUPPLIED  TO 

NANSEN 
EXPEDITION. 


THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  UM. 

(JOHN    MOSS   &   CO  ). 

Wilson    St.,    LONDON,  S.E. 


Pepsalia  is  now  being  extensively 
advertised,  and  may  with  safety  be 
stocked  to  meet  the  renewed  and 
increasing  demand. 

It  bears  a  good  profit,  and  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Wholesale 
Trade,  or  from 

THE    PROPRIETORS,   CEREBOS    LIMITED,    N  EWCASTLE-ON-TYN  E 
AND  3  MAIDEN   LANE,  E.C. 


ELLIS'S 


"The  water  is  of  exquisite 
organic  purity,  and  the 
quality  of  the  gas  is  excel- 
lent."— J.  Alfred  Wankltn, 
M.R.O.S.,  Prof,  of  Ohein. 


41  Absolutely  Pure." — 
A.  Ube,  M.D.,  F.R.S., 
I*  Thompson,  M.R.S., 
Analytical  Chemists. 


'"'f ' " '  j^*^         \mm  baa 

WATER 


COCATONICCHAHPACHE 


Prepared  and  Bottled  by  the  Growers  at  Bouzy-Reims,  from  the  finest  Natural 

Champagne,  and  the  leaves  of  the  Erythroxylon  Coca,  and  not  from  Cocaine. 
We  supply   '*  Coca=Tonic  *'  Champagne  with  Chemists*  own 
name  on  the  Labels. 
For  prices  and  particulars,  apply  to  the  Sole  Proprietors — 
HERTZ  &  COLLINGWOOD,  38  Leadenhall  Street,  LONDON,  E.C. 


MESLUN 


For  INFANTS 
and  INVALIDS. 


Sole  Address —  [2] 

R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  RUTHIN,  NORTH  WALES. 

London  Agents :  W.  BEST  &  SONS,  Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square. 


AT  MARKET 
PRICES. 


-0t*CSr    <     \N  FROM 

HORA  &  CO. 

>  47  MINORIES, 

Manufacturers'  Agents. 


*  Concentrated 


AND  THE 


NEW  PHARMACOPEIA. 
See  Diary,  1898,  pages  21,  22,  23  and  24. 


THE    BRITISH  PHARMACOPOEIA. 

Before  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  of  1885  was  published  we 
were  able  to  give  a  general  statement  as  to  the  alterations 
and  improvements  which  were  incorporated  in  it.  To-day 
we  commence  to  do  the  same  for  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
of  1898,  and  have  taken  the  opportunity  of  looking  at  past 
progress  in  official  medicine,  because  the  forthcoming  Phar- 
macopoeia is  the  first  British  one  upon  which  pharmacists 
have  been  officially  engaged  as  revisers,  while  the  botanical, 
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chemical,  and  therapeutical  talent  engaged  in  consultation 
is  exceptional  in  quantity  as  well  as  quality.      It  very 
rarely  happens  that  a  Pharmacopoeia  is  revised  by  so  many 
men  as  have  been  engaged  upon  this  one.    The  committees, 
experts,  editor,  and  secretary  give  us  thirty  gentlemen  who 
have  been  the  initiators  in  all  matters,  and  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  at  least  as  many  workers  have  been  associated  with 
these  gentlemen  in  the  determination  of  standards,  &.C., 
while  the  whole  of  the  members  of  the  General  Medical 
Council,  and  committees  of  the  Medical  Corporations  in  Dublin, 
Edinburgh,  and  London,  have  had  their  say  when  the  work 
reached  the  proof  stage.    We  may  say,  therefore,  that  at 
least  a  hundred,  and  probably  nearer  two  hundred,  experts 
have  had  something  to  do  or  say  in  connection  with  the 
revision.    It  is  proverbial  that  too  many  cooks  spoil  the 
broth,  but  it  is  a  whole  series  of  dishes  which  these  cooks 
have  been  compounding,  and  we  feel  that  criticism  of  their 
work  must  not  be  expressed  without  serious  consideration 
being  given  to  all  the  factors  which  weigh  in  determining  a 
national  standard.    It  will  be  seen  that  criticism  is  a  sub- 
sidiary part  of  our  review  of  the  forthcoming  work,  the 
object  of  the  articles  being  to  inform  the  drug-trade  mainly 
upon  points  of  principle  which  are  novel  in  the  work,  and 
this  necessarily  calls  for  illustrations.    There  is  no  change 
in  the  form  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  the  typography  is  sub- 
stantially the  same,  and  the  size  of  the   page  is  the 
same,   but  a  different  binding  will  distinguish  it  from 
the  previous  editions.     The  exact  date  of  publication 
is  not  yet  known,  but  we  understand  that  the  General 
Medical  Council  has  arranged  that  a  reasonable  period  will 
elapse  between  the  date  of  publication  and  the  date  of  its 
enforcement  as  an  official  work.    The  rule  in  this  matter  is 
to  insert  an  advertisement  in  the  London  Gazette  to  the 
effect  that  a  new  Pharmacopoeia  has  been  published.  As 
soon  as  such  advertisement  appears  the  adoption  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  formulae  and   standards   for  preparations 
mentioned    therein  becomes    compulsory,   and   the  1885 
Pharmacopoeia  and  its  Additions  become  obsolete.   By  allow- 
ing an  interval  of  some  months  (six,  we  have  heard)  to 
elapse  between   the  publication   and   advertisement,  the 
Council  will  give  time  for  old  stock  to  be  used  up,  and  for 
physicians  and  pharmacists  to  become  familiar  with  the  new 
Pharmacopoeia. 


THE    DETERIORATION    OF  THE 
COUNCIL. 

The  death  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Giles,  which  we  record  with  regret, 
reminds  us  of  the  speech  he  made  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1883,  mentioned  in  our 
obituary  note.  Mr.  Giles  was  a  warm  advocate  of  the  official 
recognition  of  pharmacists  in  the  production  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia. He  was  indignant  that  the  Medical  Council  should 
take  the  benefit  of  the  labours  of  pharmaceutical  workers 
but  omit  to  give  them  the  proper  credit  for  such  work.  But 
he  had  that  most  troublesome  of  possessions,  a  judicial  mind, 
and  he  could  not  conceal  from  himself,  nor  did  he  shirk, 
what  he  called  "  the  unpleasant  duty  "  of  submitting  to  his 
friends  the  consideration  that  the  Medical  Council  had  some 
justification  for  their  unjust  conduct  in  the  fact  that  the 
'calibre  of  the  Council  had  deteriorated";  that  "it  was  not, 
what  it  was  or  ought  to  be."  This  was  the  burden  of  a  smart 
speech  he  made  at  the  meeting  referred  to.  And  it  was 
driven  home  by  the  recital  of  the  names  of  some  of  the  great 
men  of  the  past,  which  led  to  the  question  whether  those 
whom  he  faced  were  worthy  peers  of  such  men  as  Bell, 
Deane,  Morson,  Savory,  Squire,  and  Hanbury.  Mr.  Giles 
took  care  to  make  it  plain  that  his  strictures  did  not  apply 


to  his  own  friends  on  the  Council,  and  he  traced  the 
deterioration  to  the  introduction  of  the  vicious  practice  of" 
reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  Council. 

This,  let  it  be  temembered,  was  not  the  "  censorious- 
opposition"  of  a  "  trade  organ  "  which  owes  "  such  notoriety 
as  has  fallen  to  its  share  "  to  its  attacks  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  It  was  the  criticism  of  one  of  the  Council's 
most  faithful  supporters,  of  one  who  could  generally  be- 
relied  upon  to  support  by  voice  or  pen  the  policy  which  the- 
Council  had  resolved  upon. 

For  our  part,  we  have  not  much  interest  in  the  question 
whether  the  average  of  the  Council  intellect  was  higher  in, 
1853  than  it  was  in  1883,  nor  whether  it  has  improved  or 
deteriorated  since.  We  have  not  much  faith  in  the  specious 
trick  of  quoting  the  pick  of  our  ancestors,  and  asking  tlie- 
rank-and-file  of  us  if  we  think  we  are  worthy  of  them.  But 
we  cannot  get  away  from  the  fact,  which  we  have  more  than 
once  remarked  upon  lately,  that  the  Council  as  an  impersonali 
corporation  has  deteriorated  in  no  small  degree  since- 
reporters  were  first  admitted  to  its  discussions.  Whether  the- 
post  hoc  is  also  the  propter  hoc  it  is  not  for  us  to  say,  and  v,-  es 
do  not  suppose  there  is  the  smallest  probability  that  even  it 
the  deterioration  of  which  we  speak  could  be  clearly  traced'* 
to  the  reporters  the  system  would  be  abandoned  at  this  time 
of  day.  What  we  complain  of  is  that  the  Council  discussions 
of  the  present  day  are,  as  far  as  possible,  deprived  of  the 
interest  which  might  be  expected  to  attach  to  them.  Here 
are  twenty-one  pharmacists  brought  together  from  all  parts 
of  Great  Britain — men  who  are  selected  because  they  are 
regarded  as  representative  men,  familiar  with  the  problems  ot 
the  trade  and  endowed  with  a  fair  share  of  judgment  in  dealing- 
with  them;  men  to  whom  chemists  and  druggists  should  look 
for  guidance ;  and  by  express  resolution,  which  has  not  been 
rescinded,  it  is  decided  that  their  deliberations  shall 
be  made  public  to  the  trade.  Can  it  be  said  that  this  con- 
dition is  being  observed  in  spirit  ?  For  years  past  the 
Council  have  carried  on  their  real  discussions  in  committee 
on  the  day  preceding  the  Council  meeting.  Their  decisions 
are  then  arrived  at,  opposition  is  somehow  disposed  of,  and 
at  the  Council  meeting  the  result  is  registered  with  more  or 
less  pomp  and  formality. 

The  Council  are  striving  with  whatever  energy  they  possess- 
to  get  the  trade  to  take  more  interest  in  the  Society.  One 
of  the  most  certain  ways  in  which  this  could  be  accomplished 
would  be  by  letting  their  constituents  have  a  closer 
acquaintance  with  the  circumstances  which  influence  their 
minds,  and  the  arguments  by  which  certain  conclusions 
are  arrived  at,  and  especially  by  making  it  clear  that  the 
"other  side"  of  a  question — for  it  is  a  fact  that  moit  qces- 
tions  have  two  sides — gets  a  fair  show. 

THE    VANILLA-BEAN  QUESTION. 

The  "  Vanilla-bean  Question  "  is  one  of  the  questions  of  the 
hour  among  the  wholesale  druggists  of  the  United  States. 
Under  the  new  tariff  inedible  drugs,  not  advanced  in  value- 
by  refining  or  grinding,  or  by  other  process,  are  duty-free,, 
but  drugs  that  have  passed  through  a  process  of  "  manu- 
facture "  are  dutiable.  It  seems  to  have  been  the  intention, 
of  Congress  that  drugs  in  the  condition  in  which  they  are 
usually  brought  to  market  should  be  duty-free,  alihough,  ot 
course,  that  condition  presupposes  them  to  have'gone  through 
the  preliminary  processes  of  cleaning  or  drying  required 
to  render  them  fit  for  use  at  all.  But  the  collectors  of  Customs 
at  some  American  ports  seem  to  decline  to  administer  the-- 
Act  in  the  spirit  of  common  sense.  The  New  York  collector,, 
for  instance,  decide!  that  vanilla  beans  must  pay  a  duty  ot 
jC.  per  lb.  because  they  had  been  cured,  that  being,  ire- 
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his  eyes,  a  process  of  "  manufacture."  Green  vanilla  beans, 
he  said,  would  be  free,  but  as  no  one  would  think  of  import- 
ing beans  in  this  condition — in  which  they  would  have  no 
commercial  value,  as  the  curing  cannot  be  done  in  the  United 
States — his  suggestion  is  of  no  practical  use.  The  American 
'j Treasury  Department  seems  to  sympathise  with  the  collector 
— at  any  rate,  it  did  not  dissent  from  his  view.  But  when  the 
collector  at  San  Francisco  decided  to  admit  vanilla  beans 
duty-free  the  Department  pulled  him  up  sharply.  In  a 
lengthy  letter  it  told  him  that  the  curing-process  which 
vanilla  beans  undergo  to  render  them  marketable  is  a  process 
of  "advancement"  under  the  Tariff  Act,  and  they  therefore 
instruct  the  collector  to  levy  a  duty  on  vanilla  beans. 

So  far  as  vanilla  beans  are  concerned  a  duty  of  Jc, 
per  lb.  (which  is  barely  $  per  cent,  of  the  average  value)  is 
not  a  matter  of  much  importance.  It  will  not  even  put  a 
couple  of  hundred  dollars  a  year  into  the  U.S.  Exchequer. 
Its  yield  will  therefore  be  absurdly  out  of  proportion  to  the 
trouble  and  vexation  incurred  in  levying  the  tax.  But  the 
ruling  on  vanilla  beans,  if  upheld,  will  affect  a  large  number  of 
common  drugs,  upon  which  the  duty  will  press  rather  heavily. 
The  Oil,  Paint,  and  Drug  He-porter,  whose  Washington  corre- 
spondent communicates  the  statements  summarised  above,  is  of 
opinion  that  in  any  case  the  action  of  the  American  Treasury 
with  respect  to  the  vanilla  beans  imported  at  San  Francisco, 
which  came,  we  presume,  from  Tahiti,  will  have  no  effect  on 
■the  price  of  vanilla  in  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  the 
market  there  is  influenced  rather  by  the  attitude  of  the 
owners  of  the  Mexican  vanilla  held  in  New  York  and  the 
effect  of  the  competition  of  vanillin.  The  American  vanilla 
stock  is  now  about  100  cases,  which  are  held  at  very  high 
prices.  The  sales  during  the  past  year  have  been  less  than 
100  cases,  against  an  average  of  over  800  cases  during  the 
years  of  normal  consumption.  The  high  prices  asked  by  the 
Mexicans,  due  in  some  measure  to  short  crops,  have  caused 
consumers  to  use  the  cheaper  Bourbon  and  Tahiti  beans  as 
well  as  vanillin^  The  demand  for  the  latter  has  increased 
very  largely  during  the  past  two  years.  Not  until  Mexican 
heans  decline  to  the  prices  formerly  quoted  will  consumers 
again  use  them,  and  it  is  a  question  whether  vanillin  will  not 
then  be  found  to  have  permanently  displaced  vanilla  beans  in 
certain  fields  they  formerly  held  unchallenged.  We  do  not 
ourselves  think  that  vanilla  is  likely  to  be  displaced  by 
vanillin  to  a  larger  extent  than  has  already  been  the  case, 
but  it  is  vezy  probable  that  a  few  seasons  of  big  crops  and 
extended  production  will  force  the  cultivators  of  the  fruit  to 
■accept  prices  very  much  below  the  present  rates. 


CONCENTRATION    BY  FREEZING. 

■Some  time  ago  we  reported  that  an  American  chemist  had 
suggested  the  condensation  of  milk  by  freezing,  but  little 
has  been  heard  of  the  matter  until  a  few  weeks  since, 
when  the  proposer,  Mr.  Byron  F.  Mclntyre,  one  of  Messrs. 
McKesson  &  Bobbins'  scientific  staff,  promised  a  paper  on 
the  subject  to  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy.  The 
paper  was  not  read,  but  has  since  been  published  as  a 
communication  to  the  Journal  of  Pharmacology .  The  proposal 
has  a  certain  interest  to  pharmacists,  for  several  belonging 
to  our  calling  have,  during  the  past  hundred  years,  tried 
refrigeration  as  a  means  of  concentrating  medicinal  extracts, 
and  Mr.  Mclntyre's  proposal  to  treat  milk  in  the  same 
manner  is  practically  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  previous 
workers.  The  first  one  to  try  the  method  was  a  Stockholm 
pharmacist  named  Georges,  who,  in  1799,  communicated  a 
note  to  the  Paris  Soaiety  of  Pharmacists,  in  which  he  gave 
the  results  of  an  attempt  to  concentrate  lemon- juice  by  freez- 
ing the  water  out  of  it.    He  obtained  a  product  which  kept 


remarkably  well,  and  thought  that  the  method  could  ad- 
vantageously be  applied  to  medicinal  extracts.  Ten  years  later 
Mirabelli  confirmed  the  observation  that  freezing  is  preferable 
j.o  evaporation  in  the  case  of  solutions  of  the  vegetable  acids 
{.hen  known,  and,  in  1830,  Busch,a  German  pharmacist,  applied 
the  process  with  good  results  to  extracts  containing  volatile 
oils.    So  the  investigation  went  on  until  Professor  A.  Herrera, 
the   well-known  Mexican    chemist    and  pharmacologist, 
communicated  to  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  in 
1877  a  paper  in  which  the  method  was  discussed  in  the  light 
of  modern  knowledge,  and  it  was  shown  that  in  the  case  of 
aqueous  solutions  of  drugs  containing  delicate  active  prin- 
ciples the  freezing  method  affords  extracts  more  closely 
resembling  the  fresh  drug  in  action  than  those  made  by 
evaporation.    In  the  freezing  process  the  hydrolisable  sub- 
stances are  practically  unchanged,  and  the  volatile  prin 
ciples  are  retained  unimpaired.    M.  Adrian,  of  Paris,  went 
even  more  fully  into  the  matter  than  any  who  preceded 
him,  although  he  modestly  speaks  of  his  results  as  a  con- 
tinuation of  Professor  Herrera's,  and  he  carried  his  obser- 
vations right  on  to  the  manufacturing  scale,  mastering  the 
many  difficulties  inevitable  to  the  process,  and  constructing 
apparatus  witlrwhich  he  is  able  to  prepare  extracts  of  the 
principal  medicinal  drugs.    This  process  is  fully  described 
in  his  "Etude  Historique  sur  les  Extraits  Pharmaceutiques,'' 
and  any  who  wish  to  follow  the  matter  in  detail  will  find  it  all 
explained  there.    This  brings  us  to  Mr.  Mclntyre's  method 
for   condensing  milk.    He  starts  by  heating  it  to  80°  F 
in   a    vacuum-pan   in   order  to   get  rid  of   the  anima 
odour     of     the     milk ;      then     it    is     "  separated,"  a 
cream  containing  50  per  cent,  of  milk-fat  being  collected 
and  reserved.    The  skim-milk  is  then  placed  in  a  refrigera- 
ting-closet,  apparently  similar  in  construction  to  Adrian's  but 
containing  a  freezing-pan  in  which  the  milk  is  kept  stirred  as 
jt  cools.    Into  this  pan  100  gals,  of  milk  is  placed  and  by 
three  freezings,  occupying  twenty  hours,  the  liquid  portion  of 
the  milk  is   reduced  to   13  gals.     The  ice  which  thus 
separates  contains  from  0  2  to  1-2  per  cent,  of  solids,  the 
amount  of  solids  increasing  as  refrigeration  is  prolonged 
according  to  the  law  which  controls  the  freezing  of  solutions. 
The  liquid   condensed  milk   is    separated  from  the  ice 
crystals  by  means  of  the  centrifugal  machine,  and  after  the 
separation  the  cream  is  mixed  with  the  milk.    Mr.  Mclntyre 
claims  that  by  refrigeration  a  condensed  milk  is  obtainable 
of  greater  strength  than  by  evaporation  hi  vacuo,  one  part  of 
the  product  obtained  by  the  above  process  being  equal  to 
about  six  parts  of  fresh  milk — i.e.,  double  the  strength  of 
ordinary  condensed  milk.    The  time  is  ripe  for  such  a  pro- 
cess being  carried  out  wherever  concentration  of  liquid 
solutions  is  desired,  because  refrigeration  is  now  as  easily 
produced  by  means  of  machinery  as  steam  is  by  coal,  and 
separating-apparatus  has  also  reached  a  high  level  of  per- 
fection.   Mr.  Mclntyre  mentions  that  he  has  made  extract 
of  malt  experimentally  by  the  process,  and  he  suggests  other 
directions  in  which  the  refrigeration  method  may  be  em- 
ployed. 


FAILURES  IN  1897. 

We  gave  last  week  Kemp's  statistics  of  failures  of  chemists 
and  druggists  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  past  year.  We 
have  since  received  Mr.  Kichard  Seyd's  compilation,  and  the 
two,  it  is  curious  to  find,  do  not  exactly  correspond.  Messrs. 
Kemp  make  the  total  number  of  chemist  and  druggist 
failures  in  1897  reach  77 ;  Mr.  Seyd  reports  56  retail  chemists 
and  11  wholesale  druggists.  According  to  the  latter  statisti- 
cian, failure  by  deeds  of  arrangement  continues  to  grow  in 
popularity.  Of  the  56  retail  chemists  who  fell  in  the  year, 
20  were  bankrupts,  while  36  made  assignments.    The  pro- 
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portion  among  the  wholesale  druggists  was  5  bankrupts  to 
6  deeds.  In  1896  Mr.  Seyd  shows  there  were  7  wholesale 
and  61  retail  failures  :  in  1895  there  were  8  wholesale  and  60 
retail  failures ;  in  1894  the  numbers  were  8  wholesale  and  50 
retail.  The  total  number  of  chemists  and  druggists  on  the 
register  being  15,166,  it  would  seem  fair  to  assume  that  about 
1  in  250  is  the  annual  proportion  of  failures  to  be  looked  for  ; 
•consequently,  if  we  take  the  business-life  of  each  man  at  an 
average  of  thirty  years,  we  come  to  the  conclusion  that  about 
1  in  8  of  us  may  anticipate  failure.  We  hope  this  method 
*6f  reckoning  can  be  shown  to  be  wrong,  for  it  makes  it 
appear  as  if  the  business  were  as  risky  financially  as  going 
to  Monte  Carlo. 

"SWEET  NITRE"  AT  THE  CAPE. 

Cape  Town  chemists  are  having  an  exciting  time  just  now, 
and,  thanks  to  a  stubborn  administrator  of  the  Adulteration 
Act,  they  have  to  go  over  all  the  ground  in  regard  to  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre  which  has  been  fought  for  and  won  by 
•chemists  at  home  years  ago.  The  most  notable  case  in  this 
country  was  that  decided  at  the  Woolton  Petty  Sessions  on 
February  19,  1886,  when  Professor  Attfield,  the  present 
•editor  of  -the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  was  the  principal  witness 
for  the  defence.  He  said  on  that  occasion  "  there  are  two 
varieties  of  sweet  spirits  of  nitre,  one  prepared  according  to 
the  London  and  the  other  according  to  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia. .  .  .  [The  former]  was  the  article  wanted  by7[the 
public,  and  it  would  be  a  serious  thing  to  interfere  with  the 
sale  of  it."  The  Magistrates  took  Professor  Attfield's  view, 
and  many  have  since  followed  their  decision,  while  English 
public  analysts  recognise  it  also.  Mr.  de  Smidt  might 
change  his  mind  if  he  had  a  review  of  home  [cases  brought 
before  him. 

STAMPING  METRIC  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

We  are  informed  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Chaney,  the  Superintendent 
■of  Weights  and  Measures  at  the  Board  of  Trade, 'that|the 
standards  for  the  metric  weights  and  measures  have  been 
made  and  verified,  anil  will  in  due  course  be  legalised  by 
Order  in  Council,    Why  not  at  once  1 

MEDICAL  MEN  AND  CHEMISTS. 

We  learn  from  the  Medical  Times  and  Hospital  Gazette 
that  large  posters  are  being  placarded  in  some  of  the"priiicipal 
towns  of  Lancashire  warning  the  public  against  quacks, 
in  which  this  reference  to  chemists  occurs :  "  Chemists  are 
not  allowed  to  prescribe  for  diseases,  they  are  only  licensed 
to  sell  drugs,  &c."  The  above  and  the  following  note  in  the 
same  paper  show  how  some  medical  men  regard  chemists  : — 

A  medical  man,  who  practises  at  a  fashionable  southern  seaside 
TCsort,  writing  on  Christmas  Eve,  says : — "  I  have  recently  had  two 
cases  of  periostitis  treated  by  chemists,  who  called  it  influenza. 
They  are  clever  men  these  chemists  ;  just  fancy  standing  behind  a 
counter,  not  even  touching  the  patient,  and  being  able  to  tell  all 
about  his  ailments.  Riintgen  is  not  in  it.  I  suppose  it  is  the 
background  of  gold-labelled  bottles  that  gives  such  powerful  light. 
'  Fools  rush  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread.'  We  rarely  see  a 
chemist's  legs,  unless  he  comes  round  to  us  or  descends  to  our 
level  in  order  to  examine  a  patient."  He  is  anxious  to  know  if 
-anything  can  be  done' to  check  the  practices  of  these  reckless 
diagnosticians.  The  most  effectual  means  I  am  acquainted  with 
■of  keeping  chemists  from  going  beyond  their  province  is  to  hold 
them  responsible  for  the  consequences  of  their  blunders.  If 
through  the  ignorance  or  neglect  of  a  chemist  a  person's  illness 
he  prolonged,  or  lie  suffer  injury  to  eye  or  limb,  the  person  so 
injured  could  claim  a  substantial  sum  as  damages.  Let  a  chemist 
be  mulcted  in,  say,  two  or  three  hundred  pounds  for  his  blunders 
in  x^rescribing,  and  he  probably  will  afterwards  confine  his  medical 
administrations  to  the  members  of  his  own  household. 


A  New  Anaesthetic  has  been  discovered  by  a  German. 
He  thought  he  could  kiss  his  girl  10,000  times  in  ten  hours, 
but  when  he  got  the  length  of  3,750  he  became  unconscious. 
He  did  that  in  three  hours.  The  report  does  not  say  what 
effect  the  thing  had  on  the  girl. 


(£stcr  antr  ^(tobot  ilctetmtmitiort  lit 
Essential  #ils. 

By  E.  J.  Paeet,  B.Sc,  F.I.C. 


MY  attention  has  recently  been  called  to  a  paragraph  in 
Schimmel's  report  (October,  1895,  page  43),  in  which 
it  is  stated  that  the  acetylisation  process  for  the  examination 
of  santalwood  oil  yields  useful  results,  and  can  be  highly 
recommended.  Referring  to  the  paper  (C.  §  D.,  xlvii.,  197) 
in  which  I  first  suggested  this  method,  Messrs.  Schimmel 
state  that  they  prefer  to  use  acetic  anhydride  instead  of 
glacial  acetic  acid  for  the  acetylisation.  This  preference  is 
certainly  warranted,  as  the  anhydride  yields  slightly  higher 
results,  the  reason  I  used  the  glacial  acid  being  the  great 
ease  with  which  santalol  forms  esters.  I  now  use  the  anhy- 
dride, however,  with  sodium  acetate.  In  a  footnote  the 
following  remark  is  made : — "  We  do  not  understand  the 
process  by  which  Parry  calculates  the  percentage  of  santalol 
from  the  stated  quantity  of  potash.  We  arrive  at  quite 
different  figures  from  those  given  by  him."  The  figures 
quoted  by  me  gave  an  average  of  86  per  cent,  of  santalol  in 
the  oils.  Messrs.  Schimmel  gave  97  per  cent.,  but  now  quote 
90  per  cent,  as  the  minimum  quantity  in  genuine  oils.  They 
do  not  appear,  however,  to  take  into  account  the  fact  that 
santalwood  oil  contains  constituents  which  retain  potash 
when  boiled  with  it  in  alcoholic  solution — in  other  words, 
that  santalwood  oil  has  a  small  saponification  number. 
This  must  be  allowed  for  in  calculating  the  amount  of 
acetic  acid  entering  into  combination  with  the  santalol  from 
the  saponification  figures  of  the  acetylated  oils,  else  an  error 
of  at  least  3  to  5  per  cent,  in  the  santalol  is  made.  I  think 
90  per  cent.,  as  against  an  average  of  86  per  cent,  in  my 
original  paper,  is  a  fair  average  figure  for  the  santalol  in 
the  oil. 

Similar  mistakes,  often  small  in  actual  amount,  but  still 
of  importance,  occur  in  other  ester  and  alcohol  determina- 
tions. Thus  a  simple  potash-hydrolysis  is  the  basis  for 
estimating  the  amount  of  linalyl  acetate  in  bergamot  oih 
Campolo  has  shown,  however,  that  the  non-volatile  residue 
(at  100°  C.)  of  bergamot  oil  has  a  saponification  number 
equivalent  to  from  1  to  2  per  cent,  of  linalyl  acetate,  and 
proposes  to  deduct  the  saponification  number  of  this  residue 
from  that  of  the  oil  before  calculating  the  linalyl  acetate. 
It  is  uncertain,  however,  whether  a  portion  of  this  residue  is 
not  the  result  of  change  during  the  evaporation.  Similar 
remarks  apply  to  lavender  oil,  and  to  oils  generally  which 
contain  some  of  the  least  stable  of  the  compounds  of  the 
geraniol  group.  In  peppermint  oil  the  action  of  potash  on 
acetaldehyde,  valeric  aldehyde,  acetic  acid,  isovalerianic 
acid,  and  the  lactone  (CKIHlrjQ,)  which  Power  and  Kleber 
found  in  the  oil  may  be  fairly  considered  to  influence  the 
result,  seeing  that,  for  example,  potash  combines  with 
valeric  aldehyde  to  form  potassium  valerate,  and  hydrolysea 
lactones  with  the  formation  of  potassium  salts. 

To  partly  meet  these  errors  it  is  a  fairly  simple  matter  to 
actually  estimate  the  acetic  acid  present  in  the  case  of 
acetic  esters,  or  of  that  combining  with  alcohols  in  the  case 
of  these  bodies  existing  in  a  free  state,  and  thus  more 
accurate  results  can,  in  most  cases,  be  obtained  than  by 
depending  on  a  calculation  from  the  percentage  of  potash 
used.  Before  acidifying  the  product  of  the  saponification 
with  sulphuric  acid,  it  is  necessary  to  boil  off  all  traces  of 
alcohol  to  ensure  that  no  ethyl  acetate  is  formed.  Oily 
bodies,  such  as  free  linalol,  &c,  can  be  more  rapidly  filtered 
off  before  distilling  the  acetic  acid,  in  order  to  prevent 
bumping  and  also  chances  of  re-combination. 

This  point  has  been  recognised  in  connection  with  fatty 
oils  for  some  years.  It  was  found  that  acetic  anhydride  acts 
as  a  dehydrating  agent  on  many  acids,  forming  fatty  anhy- 
drides. These  undergo  partial  hydrolysis  by  alcoholic 
potash  at  once,  the  ultimate  decomposition  only  taking 
place  later,  and  so  giving  rise  to  an  apparent  acetyl  number. 
As  far  as  I  can  judge  at  present,  this  appears  to  give  satis- 
factory results  in  the  case  of  santalwood  oil  and  bergamot 
oil,  and  probably  will  do  so  in  many  other  cases. 


Caebolic  Acid.  —  There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of 
carbolic  acid  in  the  United  States,  and  he  imports  the  crude 
article  from  Great  Britain. 
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xutv  of  Ckmkal  JnbusfriT. 


THE  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  London  Section  was 
held  on  Monday  evening,  when  there  was  a  fairly  large 
and  representative  audience,  attracted,  no  doubt,  by  the 
somewhat  bold  title  of  one  of  the  papers  on  the  tanning- 
industry.  The  Chairman  (Dr.  Messel)  showed  the  meeting 
a  sample  of  the  new  synthetic  indigo,  and  remarked  that  he 
only  regretted  it  was  not  made  in  England.  The  Chairman 
then  called  on  Messrs.  J.  H.  Corte,  F.I.C.,  and  E.  J.  Parry, 
B.So.,  F.I.C.,  to  read  their  paper  on 

Neatsfoot  Oil. 

The  authors  said  that  very  scant  information  of  a  reliable 
character  was  available  on  this  oil.  This  was  greatly  due  to 
the  fact  that  pure  samples  are  difficult  to  obtain.  Apart 
from  regular  fraudulent  adulteration,  which  took  place  to  a 
great  extent,  the  feet  of  other  animals  than  oxen,  such  as 
pigs  and  sheep,  were  frequently  use  for  preparing  the  oil,  so 
that  a  mixed  animal  oil  was  obtained.  They  had,  therefore, 
obtained  three  samples — one  of  guaranteed  purity  from  one 
of  the  most  reliable  trade  sources,  the  other  two  by  boiling 
neats'feet  themselves,  so  that  they  were  able  to  say  positively 
that  they  were  genuine — and  examined  them.  The  results 
obtained  for  these  three  samples  were  as  follows  (Samples 
II.  and  III.  were  those  prepared  by  the  authors)  : — 


I. 

II. 

in. 

Sp.    gr.  at 

15°  C.  ... 

■9163 

•9169 

•9174 

Iodine  ab- 

sorption ... 

65  2  per  cent. 

71"1   per  cent. 

72'4  per  cent. 

KOH  to  sa- 

ponify ... 

18'9  per  cent. 

19  55  per  cent. 

19  74  per  cent. 

Insoluble 

fatty  acids 



95  3  per  cent. 

95-5  per  cent. 

Viscosity  at 

140°  F. 

(Redwood) 

74  sees. 

70  sees. 

Free  acids  (as 

oleic  acid) 

Traces 

'37  per  cent. 

The  fatty  acids  of  these  samples  were  prepared,  and  gave  the 
following  results  : — ■ 


I- 

Specific  gravity 

,  100° 
at  — 

100° 

Iodine  ab- 

sorbed 

68'4  per  cent. 

Mean  mole- 

cular weight 

292 

Melting-point 

30°  C. 

II. 


•8742 


III. 


•880 


74'5  per  cent.    75"8  per  cent. 


279 

29° 


280 
28-5° 


Ten  commercial  samples  were  examined.  Of  these  only 
two  gave  figures  which  at  all  approximated  to  those  obtained 
from  the  pure  samples.  One  was  found  adulterated  with 
paraffin  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  the  other  seven  were 
mixed  with  cottonseed,  linseed,  or  other  animal  oils.  The 
specific  gravities,  saponification-numbers,  and  iodine-absorp- 
tion of  these  were  as  follows : — ■ 


Sp.  gr. 
•9177 
•9050 
■9220 
•9220 
•9179 
•9174 
•9224 
•9201 
•9186 
•9197 


Saponification 
1682 

17-58 

17-  58 

20-40 

18-  45 

19-  64 
2000 


Iodine 


93-5 
130-4 
84-5 
690 
87-6 
82-9 
67-6 


The  reason  for  bringing  forward  this  note  was  that  the 
■ordinary  text-books  quoted  narrower  limits  than  those  tluy 


had  found  for  neatsfoot  oil,  no  one  giving  the  gravi  yaL>  over 
■9164,  for  example,  and  no  evidence  was  adduced  ;  s  to  the 
genuineness  of  the  samples  quoted.  A  discussion  ensued 
in  which  Dr.  Clowes,  Mr.  Otto  Hehner,  Dr.  Eideal,  Mr. 
Grant  Hooper,  and  Dr.  Parker  joined.  The  chief  point 
raised  was,  as  Mr.  Grant  Hooper  pointed  out,  the  almost 
universal  adulteration  of  this  oil.  He  had  only  recently- 
examined  a  batch  of  eig-ht  samples,  which  gave  specific 
gravities  varying  from  -9048  to  9196,  saponification-numbers 
from  5  6  per  cent,  to  19  9  |per  cent.,  and  iodine  absorption 
from  45  per  cent,  to  86  7  per  cent.  The  limits  of  fifty-six. 
samples  he  had  looked  up  were  even  wider.  The  figures  for  the 
two  samples  the  authors  had  prepared  were  very  valuable  for 
reference  purposes.  Mr.  Hehner  pointed  out  that  the  in- 
formation supplied  by  Mr.  Hooper  was  scarcely  to  the  point, 
as  they  were  admittedly  impure  samples  and  ,of  unknown 
origin.  The  figures  were  very  valuable,  but  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  wide  variations  took  place  in  natural  oils. 
A  scientific  investigation  on  the  fatty  acids  would  be  of 
much  value.  Dr.  Parker  referred  to  the  value  of  the  paper 
as  affecting  the  analysis  of  this  oil,  which  was  of  such  high 
price,  and  was  used  so  largely  in  the  leather-trade. 

After  the  authors  had  replied,  and  stated  that  they  were 
undertaking  an  investigation  on  the  nature  of  the  fatty 
acids  of  neatsfoot  oil,  the  Chairman  called  on  Dr.  Parker  to 
read  his  and  Dr.  Procter's  paper  on  "  Standard  Methods  of 
Tanning-analysis  as  Adopted  by  the  International  Associa- 
tion of  Leather-trades  Chemists."  The  paper  was  a  summary 
of  the  methods  of  sampling  and  analysis  of  tanning-materials 
adopted  as  standards  by  the  Association  named.  These 
deiails  have  little  or  no  pharmaceutical  interest.  The  point 
upon  which  a  somewhat 

Warm  Discussion 

took  place  was  the  formation  of  the  Association.  Upon  the 
written  invitation  of  two  or  three  leather-trades  chemists  in 
England,  twenty-four  of  the  best-known  chemists  in  this 
industry  had  met  at  a  "  conference  "  in  Bermondsey  and  had 
formulated  these  standards  and  formed  the  Association. 

After  a  few  complimentary  remarks  from  the  President 
(Dr.  F.  Clowes),  Mr.  Otto  Hehner  said  he  could  not  desig- 
nate the  methods  described  as  in  the  least  degree  scientific. 
Why,  too,  had  four-and-twenty  "  leather-trades  chemists  " 
met  and  attempted  to  formulate  such  important  standards 
to  bind  down  the  chemical  world  ?  Surely  the  proper  plan 
was  to  have  worked  with  the  larger  Society  and  had  the 
benefit  of  men  of  wider  and  more  general  experience  in 
discussing  these  matters.  He  was  reminded  by  the  forma- 
tion of  this  Association  of  another  one  formed  long  ago  not 
far  from  Bermondsey — in  Tooley  Street.  (Laughter.)  Pro- 
fessor Armstrong  followed,  and  endorsed  Mr.  Hehner's 
remarks.  This  attempt  to  form  a  little  industrial  out- society 
was  certainly  to  be  condemned.  No  good  results  coulu! 
follow.  These  attempts  at  separation  had  been  made  by 
the  dyers  and  colourists  and  by  the  brewers,  who  not  only 
had  their  separate  societies,  but  also  published  separately. 
This  he  strongly  deprecated.  The  larger  Society,  as  far  as 
practicable,  should  work  with  all,  and  much  greater  utility 
would  be  obtained. 

Several  other  speakers  made  remarks  of  a  similar 
character;  but  Dr.  Clowes,  whilst  wishing  that  they  might 
eventually  work  in  with  the  Society,  upheld  the  action  the 
specialists  had  taken  in  helping  themselves. 

After  the  author  had  replied,  the  Chairman  made  a  few- 
remarks  ;  and  then  Dr.  Parker  read  his  second  paper,  on 
"  The  Extraction  of  Tanning-materials  at  Various  Tempera- 
tures." 

Chicago  Society  Women  are  the  most  extravagant  in 
America  in  their  fancies  for  costly  toilet-requisites.  They 
buy  the  most  expensive  perfumes. 

The  Long-necked  Nursing-bottle  is  tabu  in'New  York, 
where  a  druggist  has  just  been  fined  $Q  for  selling  one, 
because  it  is  not  a  legal  article. 

Trephining  for  Apoplexy  New  York  surgeons  have 

recently  operated  upon  a  man  who  was  suffering  from  apo- 
plexy. They  cut  into  his  brain  and  removed -the  blood-clot. 
The  immediate  results  were  beneficial,  but  a'cable  despatch 
states  that  he  has  died,  a  fortnight  after  the  operation,  from 
the  trouble  which  induced  the  apoplexy. 
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Xeoai  IReports, 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Tincture  of  Rhubarb. 

.At  Skipton  Petty  Sessions  on  January  1,  J.  Edmondson> 
grocer,  Barnoldswick,  was  summoned  for  selling  4  oz.  of 
tincture  of  rhubarb  which  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  the  county 
analyst,  certified  to  contain  alcohol  31  44  per  cent.,  glucose 
■3  90  per  cent ,  other  extractive  matters  7  07  per  cent.,  and 
water  52  59  per  cent.,  and  added  : — "  These  results  show  that 
rihe  sample  had  only  two-thirds  of  the  alcoholic  strength  of 
tincture  of  rhubarb  prepared  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  in  addition,  it  was 
adulterated  with  nearly  9  per  cent,  of  a  saccharine  matter 
(glucose).  It  was  the  first  sample  he  had  met  containing 
such  an  adulterant."  The  defence  was  that  the  defen- 
dant had  sold  the  article  in  the  same  state  as  purchased, 
.and  held  a  written  warranty  from  the  wholesale  house. 
He  could  not  remember  whether  the  bottle  and  invoice 
came  together.  The  inspector  submitted  that  the  warranty, 
to  be  valid,  must  be  given  at  the  time  of  sale,  aud,  as  the 
■defendant  failed  to  prove  this,  he  asked  for  a  conviction. 
The  defendant,  who  fainted  durine  cross-examination,  was 
fined  11.  and  costs  amounting  to  11.  4s.  4//. 


ALCOHOLIC  TEMPERANCE  DRINKS. 

At  Huddersfield  Police  Court  on  December  30,  J.  A.  Quarmby 
was  summoned  for  selling  a  pint  of  ginger-beer  certified  to 
contain  9  4  per  cent,  of  alcohol.  A  fine  of  26'.  6d.  and  1/.  8s. 
costs  was  imposed. 


:fi>anferuptc\>  IReport. 


Watson  Perrin  Bradshaw,  late  of  196  Norwood  Road' 
London,  and  at  present  living  at  64  Boxley  Road' 
Maidstone,  Analytical  Chemist. 

This  debtor  was  examined  at  the  Maidstone  Bankruptcy 
Court  in  December.  His  accounts  showed  liabilities  600Z.  and 
assets  estimated  at  250Z.  Questioned  by  the  Official  Receiver, 
the  debtor  stated  that  he  was  apprenticed  with  Mr.  Dixon, 
chemist,  Ash-next-Sandwich,  and  started  business  in  August, 
1884,  as  an  analytical  chemist  at  196  Norwood  Road,  London. 
He  had  a  capital  of  701 ,  and  traded  until  1891,  when  he  came 
to  live  at  Maidstone,  where  he  acted  as  a  debt-collector  as 
well  as  an  analyst.  He  had  acted  as  agent  to  money-lenders, 
and  upon  this  business  debtor  was  examined  at  length.  The 
examination  was  ultimately  adjourned. 


Beefce  of  arrangement 


Toths,  Hermann,  trading  as  H.  Poths  &  Co.,  3  Creeolmrcli  Lane, 
Leadenhall  Street,  and  Lancaster  Place,  M  inories,  and  residing  at  3 
Forest  Place  Villas,  WUipscross  Road,  Leytonstone,  druggist's  sim- 
driesman.  Trustee,  Johnson  M.  Woolman,  93  Gresham  Street,  City, 
E.C.,  chartered  accountant.  Dated  December  22  ;  filed  December  29. 
Secured  creditors,  200/.  7s.  11'?. ;  liabilities  uusecured,  11,2237.  0s.  5<i. : 
estimated  net  assets,  9,330/.  5s.  5i7.  Deed  of  inspectorship  and  letter  of 
licence  with  a  view  to  selling  the  bu  aness  as  a  goiug  concern  to  Messrs. 
Johnson  &  Jorgensen,  of  Botolph  House,  Eastcheap,  on  certain  terms 
appearing  in  the  schedule  hereto.    The  following  are  scheduled  as 


creditors  : — 

£  s.  rf. 

A  lbisser,  Mrs.  London;   4 ,£16  0  0 

Ai  le  •,  F.,  &  Co.,  London    31  0  0 

Taensch.  HMnrich,  Lett  in   25  0  0 

Be.  ur,  R,  &  Co.  London    57  0  0 

Bomsesel,i<.  (j..MellenbacliThar   1P3  0  0 

Bonvallet  jj    .mime   1,273  0  0 

Hrltitk  awX  Colonial  Druggist,  London     ..       ..  10  0  0 

Biyant  &  Miy  London    31  0  0 

Xlauiette,  E.     '                                             . .  101  0  0 

Chemist  L  Druggist  Lou  Ion   24  0  0 


£  J.  d. 

Christ,  Kob  &  Co.,  Stutzba  jli   12  0  0 

Dreyspring,  C.  F.,  Baden    376  0  0 

Glashutte,  Jordan,  Stolberg   110  0  0 

Goetze,  J.  O.  R.,  Leipzig    42  0  0 

Gorling,  C,  Mcrseberg   19  0  0 

Greiner  &  Com,  Londou        ..       ..       ..       ..  172  0  0 

Hollis,  W.,  London    13  0  0 

In wald,  Josef,  Prague   30  0  0 

Johns,  Son,  &  Watts  (Limited),  London    . .       . .  64  0  0 

Johnsen  &  Jorgensen,  London        . .       . .       . .  22  0  0 

Kavalier,  E  "     . .  36  0  0 

Krister,  — ,  Waldenberg-i- Silesia   30  0  0 

Kuder,  Frait  Emma,  Wurteinbcrg   ..       ..       ..  38  0  0 

Kugler,  A.  O.,  Nurmberg    3?8  0  0 

Lamprecht,  H ,  Breitenstein-b-Stolberg     ..        ..  12  0  0 

Lehmann,  Schimmer  &  Co.,  London          ..        ..  44  0  0 

Limberg,  W.,  &  Co ,  Hanover    £06  0  0 

Mansfield,  E.,  Londou   24  0  0 

Newborn,  G.,  Catfcrd   40  0  0 

Newson,  Mrs.  S.  C,  London   95  0  0 

Ott  ie  Colour  man,  London   10  0  0 

Pahl,  H.,  &  Co.,  London    13  0  0 

Pahl,  Mass  &  Co.,  London   10  0  0 

Paturel,  R.  (Successor  of),  Paris    16  0  0 

Penin,  P.  (Limited),  Leipzig   22  0  0 

Pfotzer,  Mrs.,  London   606  0  0 

Pittar,  Mrs.,  Reigate   65  0  0 

Raelsch  &  Co  .Muskan    317  0  0 

Rates,  Taxes,  &c   77  0  0 

Roebling,  H.  A.,  Arnstadt   27  0  0 

Sanders,  H.  C,  &  Son,  Loudon    51  0  0 

Sehierholz,  G.  C,  &  Sohn    62  0  0 

Schmidt  &  Vonde,  Eltz    56  0  0 

Scobart,  H.,  Verreries  de  Blangysen         ..       ..  53  0  0 

Selzer  <fc  Co.,  Kassel   109  0  0 

Sharp  Brothers,  London    187  0  0 

Smith,  R.,  &  Sons,  London   30  0  0 

Sparks,  Treharne  &  Co.,  London    29  0  0 

Fpessart  Glass  Works  (Limited),  Frankfort        . .  72  0  0 

Thompson  4-  Norris,  London  . .       . .       . .       . .  35  0  0 

Treverton,  M.,  &  Son,  London    14  0  0 

Tritschler,  Winterhalter  &  Co   29  0  0 

Williams,  E.,  London   19  0  0 

Zabn,  Sohne,  Langenan        . .       . .       . .       . .  608  0  0 

Bankers'  claims    798  0  0 

Other  Liabilities    161  0  0 


<Ba3ette, 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Barton,  W.  E.,  and  March,  G.  C,  under  the  style  of  Darton  &  March, 
Stauuton-on-Wye,  Herefordshire,  physiciaus,  surgeons,  accoucheurs 
and  apothecaries. 

Cobb,  R.,  and  Cobb,  R.  H.,  under  the  style  of  Aiming  &  Cobb,  Lime 
Street,  E.C.,  produce  brokers. 

Edwards,  0.  H.,  and  Donnelly,  D.,  under  the  style  of  Edwards  & 
Donnelly,  Widnes,  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Hartle,  R.  B.,  and  Hartle,  F.  C,  under  the  style  of  Francis  Hartle, 
Sheffield,  comb  manufacturers. 

King,  C.  F.  S.,  and  Hovil,  F.  S.,  under  the  style  of  KiDg  &  Hovil, 
Dunster  House,  Mincing  Lane,  E  C,  East  India  and  colonial  brokers. 

Pollard,  J.,  anil  Winter,  J.  W.  B.,  under  the  style  of  J.  Pollard  & 
Co.,  Halifax,  chemists  and  druggists,  and  under  the  style  of  Pollard 
&  Winter.  Halifax,  oil  merchants. 

Pownall,  A.  E.,  ami  Mumford,  A.  A.,  under  the  style  of  Pownall  & 
Mumford,  Chorlton-cum- Hardy,  Lancashire,  physicians  ami  surgeons. 

Sanderson,  H.,  and  Windmill,  J.  R.,  under  the  style  of  Sanderson  <fc 
Oo.,  West  Bromwicb,  mineral  and  aerated-water  manufacturers. 

Slater,  C.  F..  Slater,  S.  R.,  and  Crossley,  F.,  under  the  style  of 
Slater  Brothers*  Crossley,  Baker  Street,  Portman  Square,  W.,  manu- 
facturers of  surgical  appliances  aud  electrical  apparatus  and  manu- 
facturing electricians. 

Stevenson,  H.  H.,  Stevenson,  A.  W.,  Stevenson,  A.  H.  (trading 
in  copartnership  together,  under  the  style  of  Hugh  Stevenson  &  Sons), 
and  Townsend,  H.  R.,  Manchester,  under  the  style  of  Hugh 
Stevenson,  Sons,  &Townsend,  folding-box  manufacturers ;  so  far  as 
regards  H.  R.  Townsend. 

Wheatley,  A.,  and  Stainton,  T.,  under  the  style  of  Wheatley  &  Son, 
Reading,  veterinary  surgeons  and  proprietors  of  veterinary  forges. 
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THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Receiving  Orders. 

"Wilkinson,  Alfred,  and  Spencer,  Joseph,  trading  as  Wilkinson  & 
Spencer,  Bradford,  mineral-water  manufacturers. 
The  following  amended  notice  is  substituted  for  that  published  in  the 
London  Gazette  of  December  28,  1897 
"Wall,  Oscar,  late  carrying  on  business  under  the  style  of  Wall  &  Co., 
Manchester,  late  chemist  and  druggist. 


personalities 


Professor  Emil  Fischer,  of  Berlin,  has  been  made  a 
Privy  Councillor. 

At  an  installation  banquet  of  the  Newstead  Lodge  of  Free- 
masons on  December  31,  Mr.  T.  Mason  (of  Messrs.  Newball  & 
Mason,  Nottingham)  was  installed  Grand  Master. 

Mr.  R.  F.  Graesser,  C.C.,  chemical-manufacturer,  Cefn, 
gave  to  each  of  his  married  employes  a  goose,  cake,  and  scarf, 
and  to  each  single  woikman  5s.,  as  "  Christmas  boxes." 

Dr.  Koch,  the  bacteriologist,  has  declined  an  invitation  of 
the  Indian  Government  to  go  to  India  again  to  study  the 
bubonic  plague,  as  Geiman  East  Africa  has  work  for  him. 

A  HANDSOME  solid  silver  cradle  has  been  presented  to 
ex-Sheriff  Owbridge  and  Mrs.  Owbridge,  of  Hull,  by  a  large 
circle  of  friends,  to  commemorate  the  birth  of  a  son  during 
the  ex-Sheriff's  year  of  office. 

Mr.  George  A.  Grierson,  F.L.S.,  chemist,  Lincoln,  has 
been  appointed  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Lincolnshire  Science 
Society  which  has  just  been  founded.  Dr.  G.  M.  Lowe,  a 
leading  medical  practitioner  in  Lincoln,  is  the  President. 

Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  entertained 
their  representatives  and  heads  of  departments  on  Decem- 
ber 30,  at  the  Reform  Club,  Liverpool,  and  on  that  occasion 
announced  that  Mr.  Edward  Nevett  Evans,  a  grandson  of 
the  senior  Mr.  Edward  Evans,  and  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Edward 
Evans,  jun.,  would  be  a  partner  in  the  firm  from  January  1, 
1898.  Hearty  congratulations  were  extended  to  the  new 
partner,  who  represents  the  fifth  generation  of  the  family 
directly  connected  with  the  drug-trade.     Mr.  E.  N.  Evans 


was  born  on  August  19,  1875,  and  was  educated  at  Over- 
slade,  near  Rugby,  and  afterwards  at  Shrewsbury.  He 
entered  the  business  at  56  Hanover  Street  in  November, 
1892,  and  has  passed  through  the  laboratory  and  all  the 
other  departments  of  the  business  in  due  order.  During  the 
summer  of  1893  he  accompanied  his  father  on  a  business- 
trip  through  Canada  as  far  as  Vancouver,  thence  to  San 
Francisco,  returning  through  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Julius  Levy,  wholesale  druggist,  of  Sydney,  N.S.W., 
left  there  on  November  3  for  an  eighteen-months'  visit  to 
Europe.    Mr.  Levy  is  one  of  the  most  successful  business-  , 


men  of  Sydney,  and  before  leaving  was  presented  by  his 
employes  with  an  album  containing  portraits  of  the  full 
staff.  Mrs.  Levy  received  at  the  same  time  a  ruby-and-diamond 
bracelet. 

The  portrait  appended  represents  the  late  Mr.  E.  N.  Alpe 
barrister,  of  the  Solicitors'  Department,  Somerset  House,  and 


author  of  "The  Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty,"  whose 
death  we  reported  in  our  issue  of  December  25,  1397. 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Barratt,  the  managing  director  of  A. 
&  F.  Pears  (Limited),  has  a  very  fine  collection  of  pictures 
at  his  residence,  Bell  Moor,  on  Hampstead  Heath.  He 
possesses  Gibson's  famous  tinted  statue  of  Venus,  which  cost 
him.  nearly  2,000/.,  and  his  walls  are  covered  with  Raeburns 
and  Morlands,  Linnells  and  Landseers,  Gilberts  and  Law- 
rences— with  examples,  in  fact,  of  all  the  members  of  the 
great  English  school.  He  paid  4,500Z.  for  David  Cox's  "Vale 
of  Clwyd  "  alone. 

Mr.  Philip  D.  Armour,  the  Chicago  millionaire  and 
pepsin- maker,  has  just  emerged  from  a  contest  with  a  rival 
millionaire  of  the  same  city — Mr.  Leiter — in  the  manipula- 
tion of  such  a  vast  deal  in  wheat  as  has  never  been  transacted 
previously.  Mr.  Leiter  agreed  to  buy,  and  Mr.  Armour 
agreed  to  sell,  6,000,000  bushels  of  wheat  of  a  certain 
quality,  and  to  deliver  the  same  after  inspection  on  January  1 
last.  To  purchase  this  vast  quantity  was  no  slight  business, 
but  this  was  nothing  to  the  task  of  bringing  it  to  Chicago. 
One  writer  says  it  was  not  so  much  a  battle  between 
Armour  and  Leiter,  as  between  Armour  and  nature.  And 
Armour  won.  Every  steamship  that  could  be  hired  was 
engaged,  and  a  fleet  of  big  vessels  was  at  the  orders  of  the 
Chicago  merchant,  while  the  Western  railroads  were 
chartered  and  cleared  for  his  service.  One  incident  is  worth 
narrating.  Of  the  wheat  purchased,  2,000,000  bushels  were 
stored  at  Duluth.  Navigation  was  closed  on  Lake  Michigan, 
and  ice  bad  begun  to  form,  but  this  grain  must  be  shipped  by 
wrater.  The  harbour  was  freezing  or  frozen,  but  nature 
must  be  beaten.  A  half-dozen  tugs  were  pressed  into  service 
and  paid  $50  a  day  each  to  bob  up  and  down  in  that  harbour 
and  keep  it  open  until  the  Armour  boats  could  get  away 
with  their  treasures.  The  sturdy  little  vessels  crashed 
through  the  ice  several  inches  thick,  and  Duluth  harbour 
was  held  open.  The  transport  of  these  6,000,000  bushels  to 
Chicago  was  a  great  feat.  Whether  Mr.  Leiter  will  be  able 
to  dispose  of  them  at  a  profit  is  the  part  of  the  problem  yet 
unsolved. 
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flovelties. 


CHEAPER  FOUNTAIN  PENS. 

Fountain  pens  can  now  be  had  at  a  very  'moderate 
price.  The  Jewel  fountain-pens  and  the  pens  made  by  the 
Bonner  Manufacturing  Company,  both  of  which  are  adver- 
tised in  our  pages,  are  well  made  throughout  and  can  be  had 
at  a  very  low,  figure.  We  have  had  one  of  them  in  use  for 
some  time,  and  do  not  find  it  any  worse  than  a  previous  pen 
bought  at  twice  the  price. 

ABSORBENT  DRESSINGS. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Midland  Medical  Society  Dr. 
Harris  showed  specimens  of  Robinson's  cellular  wadding  and 
Robinson's  dressing  and  gauze.  The  wadding  is  made  of 
pine-wood,  and  is  recommended  for  very  free  discharges,  as 
it  is  more  absorbent  than  wood-wool.  If  it  is  used  outside 
white  absorbent  wool  it  is  found  to  be  stained  with  the 
discharge  over  a  larger  area  than  the  wool.  The  disadvan- 
tages of  wood-wool  are  a  want  of  elasticity,  and  the  fact  that 
it  does  not  strip  off  the  wound  quite  cleanly,  These  objections 
are  met  by  Robinson's  dressings,  which  contain  white  wool 
evenly  mixed  with  cellular  material.  The  mixture  has  all 
the  absorbent  qualities  of  white  absorbent  wool,  and  it  is  at 
the  same  time  far  more  absorbent  and  cheaper.  The  dress- 
ings are  made  by  Messrs.  Robinson  &  Sons,  Chesterfield. 

CAPSULES  AND  LOZENGES. 

Fully  three  months  ago  the  old-established  capsule-busi- 
ness of  Mr.  Jules  Denoual  passed  by  purchase  into  the  hands 
of  two  smart  young  men,  one  of  whom  is  an  experienced 
chemist,  and  the  other  an  expert  confectioner.  In  the 
interval  they  have  developed  the  old  business  along  several 


new  lines,  and  as  Jules  Denoual  &  Co.  they  are  making 
Carlton  Works,  New  Cross  Road,  S.E.,  a  new  factory  of 
pharmaceutical  specialities.  Mr.  Denoual  would  never  make 
anything  but  the  old-fashioned  hard  gelatine  capsule,  and 
let  business  go  past  him  on  that  account.  The  first  thing 
the  new  firm  did  was  to  add  flexible  capsules  to  their  list, 
and  of  these  they  make  about  a  hundred  varieties.  They  are 
well-made  capsules,  the  tops  being  very  neatly  finished  off, 
and  the  contents  are  uniform  in  volume.  As  examples  of  the 
preparations  we  may  mention  cascara  sagrada  extract,  and 
sandalwood-cil  capsules.  We  have  some  of  the  former  by 
us  which  have  been  filled  for  three  months,  and  they  show 
no  signs  of  pitting,  although  the  contents  are  not  a  mixture 
of  hydrocarbon  oil  and  dry  extract,  but  a  pure  3-in-l  liquid 
extract.  The  firm  use  only  Stafford  Allen  &  Co.'s  oil  for  the 
sandalwood  capsules.  They  have  adopted  the  style  of  box 
shown  in  the  illustration.  The  original  is  2,f  inches  in  dia- 
meter. The  new  firm  have  also  added  lozenge-making  to  their 
manufactures,  and  they  are  prepared  to  supply  all  kinds  of 
medicinal  lozenges  of  standard  strength  ;  fruit-losenges  also 
being  made  of  exact  strength.  A  good  example  of  their 
skill  in  this  department  is  the  floral  cachous,  which  they  offer 
by  the  pound  or  in  pretty  boxes  2|  inches  long  and  If  inch 
wide,  each  kind  of  lozenge  having  a  label  of  its  own  printed  in 
five  colours  and  gold.    The  lozenges  are  first-class.  The 


J  firm  are  having  pretty  showcards,  representing  a  full-Mown 
pansy,  made  for  showing  the  boxes  on.  We  also  understand 
that  they  have  completed  arrangements  for  including 
surgical-instruments,  antiseptic  dressings,  plasters,  and 
similar  goods  among  their  manufactures. 


fete*  %8&i3zmtxBti  of  C  be  mi  sis  antr 

THE  eighth  annua!  meeting  was  held  on  January  4  at  the 
Albert  Memorial  Museum,  Exeter,  Mr.  J.  Hinton  Lake 
(President)  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  H.  Gadd  (Vice-President)  moved  the  re-election 
of  Mr.  Lake  as  President,  who,  however,  could  not  be  per- 
suaded to  take  office  again.  Mr.  D.  Reid  (Messrs. 
Brown  &  Reid)  was  then  elected  President,  and  Mr.  J.  H. 
Lake  Vice-President.  Mr.  H.  F.  Rowsell  was  thanked  for 
his  services  ami  re-elected  Hon.  Secretary  for  the  year, 
and  the  names  of  Mr.  H.  Gadd  and  Mr.  Lake,  jvm.,  added  to 
the  committee  in  place  of  Messrs.  Reid  and  Part'lett. 

Eaely  Closing. 

The  first  question  brought  up  was  that  of  closing  earlier  on 
Wednesdays.  No  one  seemed  to  like  the  idea  of  closing  at 
4  o'clock,  and  even  the  hour  of  7  found  many  dissentients. 
Eventually  a  small  subcommittee  was  formed  to  find  out  the- 
feelings  of  the  chemists  of  the  city  in  the  matter.  The 
annual  dinner  was  fixed  for  the  first  week  in  February,  at 
which  it  is  pro  nosed  to  invite  the  Mayor  (Mr.  R.  Poplc)  and 
Sheriff  (Mr.  J.  D.  Harris). 

The  Nkyv  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  question  of  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Pharmacy 
Act  was  then  introduced.  Mr.  Lake,  as  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  felt  that  it  was  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
pharmaceutical  chemists  that  chemists  and  druggists  should 
be  eligible  for  election  as  members,  but  that  the  immense 
amount  of  benefit  which  the  Society  would  gain  would  sur- 
pass to  a  great  extent  the  small  loss  of  dignity  to  himself 
and  other  pharmaceutical  chemists.  He  therefore  was  of 
opinion  that  the  meeting  should  support  the  Society  in 
obtaining  the  amendments.  Mr.  F.  W.  Vinden  said  that,  of 
course,  associates  would  only  be  members,  not  pharmaceutical 
chemists.  Mr.  T.  C.  Milton,  in  seconding  the  Chairman's 
proposition,  said  the  Society  was  not  at  present  a  repre- 
sentative body,  and  he  would  support  anything  that  would 
make  it  so.  He  thought  it  was  almost  a  question  of 
right  that  chemists  and  druggists  should  be  exempted  from 
jury-service,  as  well  as  pharmaceutical  chemists,  as 
they  were  often  more  handicapped  in  business,  and 
less  able  to  attend  juries.  Mr.  Gadd  wished 
the  Society  to  represent  the  whole  trade,  not  a  third 
as  at  present,  and  believed  that  any  proposals  of  a 
more  representative  society  would  have  more  weight  with 
the  Government.  He  would  have  liked  to  give  pharmaceu- 
tical chemists  the  right  of  Fellowship  of  the  Society.  The 
Chairman  said  that  Mr.  Hills  had  told  him  that  this  could 
only  be  brought  about  by  obtaining  a  different  charter. 

The  resolution  was  then  carried,  and  on  Mr.  Lake's 
suggestion  a  deputation  was  appointed  to  wait  on  their 
member  of  Parliament  (Sir  Stafford  Northcote),  to  ask 
him  to  support  the  Bill,  the  Chairman  remarking  that  many 
members  of  the  Council  were  strongly  of  opinion  that  the 
Bill  would  pass. 

Some  communications  from  the  Federation  of  Local 
Pharmacists'  Associations  were  then  read,  and  a  resolution 
that  Local  Government  Board  dispensers  should  be  qualified 
men  was  carried  unanimously,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  It  was  agreed  that 
the  Exeter  Society  should  be  affiliated  to  the  Federation,  so 
as  to  consolidate  chemists'  organisations  throughout  the 
country.  With  the  customary  votes  of  thanks  the  meeting 
closed. 
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Hew  Books. 

Any  booh  named  in  this  list  can  be  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  world  on.  receipt  of  the  published  price  by  the 
Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


Abney,  Captain.  Scientific  Requirements  of  Colour-pho- 
tograplry  :  6th  Robert  Boyle  Lecture,  delivered  June  1,  1897. 
8vo.  sewed,    l.s.  net.  (Frowde.) 

Abney,  W.  de  W.  Sensitiveness  of  the  Retina  to  Light  and 
Colour.    Phil.  Trans.    Pp.  40.    2  s.  6(7.  (Dulau.) 

British  Journal  Photographic  Almanac,  1898.  Cr.  8vo.  Is.  6<?. 
net.  (Greenwood.) 

Cooke,  M.  C.  British  Fungi,  with  Especial  Reference  to  the 
.Esculent  and  Economic  Species.  6th  ed.  Coloured  Plates  of 
34  Species.    Cr.  8vo.    Pp.  174.    6s.    (VV.  H.  Allen.) 

Druee,  Or.  C.  The  Flora  of  Berkshire :  being  a  Topo- 
graphical and  Historical  Account  of  the  Flowering  Plants 
and  Ferns  round  in  the  County.    Cr.  8vo.    16s.net.  (Frowde.) 

Haig,  A.  Uric  Acid  as  a  Factor  in  the  Causation  of 
Disease.    4th  ed.    8vo.    Pp.  712.    12s.  6d.  (Churchill.) 

Huson,  T.  Photo-aquatint  ami  Photogravure.  Cr.  8vo. 
Pp.  116.    2s.  net.  (Dawbarn.) 

Kellogg,  T.  H.,  M  D.  .1  Text-booh  on  Mental  Diseases  for 
Students  and  Practitioners.   Illustrated.   8vo.  25s.  (Churchill.) 

Murrell,  W.  Prevention  of  Consumption.  Cr.  8vo.  3s.  6d. 
(Baillicre.) 

Pasteur,  Louis.  Researches  on  the  Molecular  Asymmetry  of 
Natural  Organic  Products.  Alembic  Club  Reprints,  No.  14. 
Cr.  8vo.    Pp.  46.    Is.  6d.    (Edinburgh,  Clay  ;  London,  Simpkin.) 

Pears'  Shilling  Cyclopaedia.  12mo.  Pp.  736.  Is.  net. 
(Pears.) 

"Physicist."  Human  Nature:  its  Princii)les,  and  the  Prin- 
ciples of  Physiognomy.  With  coloured  plate.  Imp.  16nio.  2s. 
(Churchill.) 

Scholtz,  W.  C.  South  African  Climate,  including  Climatology 
and  Balneology,  discussing  Advantages,  Peculiarities,  and 
Capabilities  of  the  Country  as  a  Health  Resort,  with  reference 
to  Affections  of  the  Chest,  Ac.  Illustrated.  8vo.  Pp.  200.  5s. 
(Cassell.) 

Science  and  Art  —Inspectors,  Sub-Inspcetors,Tcmporary  Local 
and  Local  Assistant  Dispcctors.  List :  with  their  Divisions, 
Districts,  and  Head-quarters.    Is.  6d.    (Eyre  &  S.) 

Scott,  D.  H.  Introduction  to  Structural  Bota nu,  Flowerless 
Plants.    2nd  ed.    116  illustrations.    Cr.  8vo.    3s.  6d.  (Black.) 

Smith,  J.  G.  Abdominal  Surgery.  6th  ed.  by  J.  Swain.  2 
vol?.    Roy.  8vo.    Pp.  1,236.    36s.    (Arrowsmith.)  ' 

The  Early  History  of  Chlorine.  Papers  by  C.  W.  Scheele, 
C.  L.  Berthollet,  G.  de  Morveau,  J.  L.  Gay-Lussac,  and  L.  J. 
Thenard.  Alembic  Club  Reprints,  No.  13.  Cr.  8vo.  Pp.  50.  Is.  6</.. 
{Edinburgh,  Clay;  London,  Simpkin.) 

Thompson,  C.  H.  North  American  Lemnacecc.  (Missouri 
Botanical  Garden.)  4  plates.  8vo.  Pp.  22.  Sewed.  Is.  6rf. 
net.  (Wesley.) 

Wade,  J.  Introduction  to  Study  of  Organic  Chemistry  : 
Text-booh  for  Universities  and  Technical  Schools.  Cr.  8vo. 
Pp.  476.    7s.  6</.  (Sonnenschein.) 


Business  Cbanges. 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trait",  and  opening  of  new  businesses,  are 
insertei  in  this  3ictionfree  of  charge,  if  properly  authenticated. 


Messes.  Dalton  &  Young,  drug-brokers,  Mincing-lane, 
liave  admitted  a.^  a  partner  Mr.  Frederick  Stephen  Maton. 

Messes.  Heppbll  &  Co.,  of  the  Haymarket,  London,  have 
leased  premises  at  97  High  Street,  Southampton,  and  pur- 
pose opening  a  branch  there  shortly. 

Ma.  T.  R.  Perkins,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  F.  B.  Wooddiss?,  of  Henley-in-Arden, 
which  he  has  been  managing  for  some  time. 

Me.  G.  F.  Hustwayte  (formerly  with  Messrs.  J.  L.  Lyon, 
■&.  Co.)  has  started  in  business  at  83a  Fenchurch  Street 


E.C  ,  in  the  drug  and  drysaltery  trade,  under  the  style  of 
G.  F.  Hustwayte  &  Son. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Bates,  chemist  and  druggist,  Brooks'  Bar 
Manchester,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Rhodes* 
Alexandra  Park,  Moss  Side. 

Me.  Geoege  Lee  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  E. 
Pratt,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  High  Cross,  Barnstaple,  and  the 
wine-licence  was  transferred  to  him  at  the  Barnstaple  Petty 
Sessions  on  Friday. 

Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  announce  that 
they  have  admitted  into  partnership  Mr.  Edward  Nevett 
Evans,  a  grandson  of  their  senior,  and  the  eldest  son  of  Mr. 
Edward  Evans,  jun. 

The  old  firms  of  the  Oldbury  Alkali  Company  and  W. 
Hunt  &  Sons,  Leabrook  Chemical- works,  Wednesbury,  have 
arranged  a  scheme  of  amalgamation  which  takes  effect  from 
January  1.  The  new  firm  will  be  known  as  "  Chance  &  Hunt 
(Limited)." 

The  Eastman  Photographic  Materials  Company  are 
removing  their  wholesale  premises  and  general  offices 
from  115-117  Oxford  Street,  W,  to  43  Clerkenwell 
Road,  EC,  where  business  communications  should  now  be 
made.  The  Oxford  Street  premises  will  be  given  over 
entirely  to  the  retail. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Manners  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Hopkinson  have 
commenced  business  in  partnership  as  wholesale  druggists, 
at  68  Southwark  Bridge  Road,  S.E.,  under  the  style>  of 
Manners  &  Hopkinson.  Mr.  Manners  was  until  recently  a 
representative  of  Messrs.  Davy,  Hill  &  Son,  Yates  &  Hicks. 
Mr.  Hopkinson  was  with  Messrs.  J.  Richardson  &  Co.,  of 
Leicester. 


The  Liverpool  Lint  Company's  .wall-calendar  for  1898, 
which  is  just  to  hand,  is  distinguished  as  usual  by  the  useful 
postal  information  shown  on  each  monthly  tear-off. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  W.  G.  Wells,  chemist,  New  Romney,  sends  us  a  copy 
of  an  almanac  and  guide  for  1898  which  he  publishes  and 
edits.  It  contains,  besides  several  views  of  interesting  places 
in  the  neighbourhood,  a  portrait  of  the  Mayor  of  New 
Romney,  and  has  also  a  capital  cyclist's  map  of  the  district, 
and  much  useful  local  information. 

*  *  *  * 

The  "  Kennel  Diary  for  1898,''  published  by  Spratts'  Patent 
(Limited),  is  not  only  a  good  advertisement  of  that  com- 
pany's manufactures,  but  a  most  useful  pocket-book  for 
every  doggie  man  to  have.  A  monograph  entitled  "  The 
Amateur  Dog-keeper,"  tells  all  about  the  friend  of  man,  his 
ailments,  and  how  to  cure  them.  Following  this  are  such 
sections  as  "  Clubs  and  Secretaries,"  "  Breeder's  Calculator,' 
"  Dog  Shows,"  "  Rsgister  of  Pedigree,"  "  Stud  Services,"  &c, 
as  well  as  the  usual  Diary  pages.  The  Diary  is  published  at 
Is.  and  Is.  6d.,  and  is  well  worth  the  money. 

*  •       *  #  # 

Printers'  Ink  quotes  the  following  from  retail  druggists 
advertisements  in  the  United  States.  We  do  not  admire 
them. 

"  You  can  have  as  much  confidence  in  the  prescriptions 
we  fill  for  you  as  you  could  if  you  were  competent  to  fill 
them  yourself,  and  did  it." — Corn  Belt  Store,  Bloom- 
ington,  111. 

"Bring  in  your  thirst,  your  wilted  collar,  your  ruffled 
feelings.  Stop  at  the  fountain,  drink  a  glass  of  Marsh- 
mallow  with  ice-cream.  Feels  like  a  gentle  snow-storm 
going  down  your  throat.  Tastes  like  flowers  smell." — 
BrodgeD,  Cortland,  N.Y. 

"  Give  the  little  suckers  a  chance.  All  requisites  for  the 
baby  here."—  Fetter,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

"  Doctors  may  disagree  about  the  treatment  of  a  case,  but 
all  agree  that  prescriptions  should  be  put  up  here." — Davis, 
Concord,  N.H. 

'•  We  have  the  confidence  of  your  physician,  why  not 
yours  ? " — E.  C.  Renneckar. 
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Notice  to  Retail  Buyers. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section  are  invariably 
the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large  quantities  in  bulk. 

In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before  ordinary  prices  can  be 
■ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and  sorted  to  suit  the  de- 
mands of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and  the  accumulaticn  of 
rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Further  points  which  should  be  borne  in  mind  are  that  the  distributor 
■  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges  on  the  goods  on  their  way 
from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for  many  articles  the  range  of 
■quality  is  very  wide. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.C.,  January  6. 
PFHE  new  year  has  begun  well,  at  least  some  merchants 
report  that,  although  they  expected  little  business  this 
week,  they  have  done  well  and  the  outlook  is  good,  but  until 
•the  public  sales  are  again  in  full  swing  it  will  be  difficult  to 
gauge  the  market  movements.  There  are  not  many  alterations 
to  report,  and  those  which  have  occurred  are  mostly  in  the 
-direction  of  firmer  rates.  We  collate  the  following  from  the 
•fuller  particulars  given  later  on  : — 
Higher 


Lower 

Anise  (Russian) 
Benzols 
Borax 
Cardamoms 
Camphor,  refined 
Cevadilla-seed 
Condurango-bark 
Santonin 


Alcohol 

Ammonia  sulphate 
Cascara  Sagrada 
Colocynth 
Cubebs 
Glycerine 
Hellebore 
Kava  Kava 
Oil  of  cubebs 
Oil  of  lemongrasa 
Oil  of  peach  kernels 
Opium  (Tokat) 
Potash  prussiate  (yellow) 
Shellac 

In  fine  chemicals  the  article  which  has  attracted  most 
-attention  this  week  is  Santonin,  which  has  been  reduced  Qi. 
Quinine  is  more  inquired  for,  and  is  getting  firmer.  The 
small  cinchona  shipments  from  Java  for  December  are 
responsible  for  the  improved  tone.  Craam  of  tartar  is  firm, 
while  citric,  tartaric  and  oxalis  acids  are  unaltered. 
Cocaine  hydrochlorate  is  not  so  firm  as  it  was. 

Amongst  heavy  che  mi cals  borax  maintains  its  down- 
ward tendency.  Soda  and  potash  salts  generally  are 
unchanged.  Carbolic  acid  is  slow  of  sale.  Competition  in 
bleaching-powder  is  still  very  keen.  Sulphate  of  ammonia 
is  higher,  while  benzols  are  a  shade  lower.  Glj'cerine  is 
higher. 

Of  Crude  drugs  Peruvian  balsam  is  one  of  the  firmest, 
but  other  balsams  (Canada,  copaiba  andtolu)  are  unchanged. 
Cubebs  are  selling  at  a  good  advance,  and  higher  prices  are 
expected.  Colocynth  is  also  higher.  Cascara  sagrada  is  firm, 
and  going  dearer.  Cardamoms  easier.  Crude  camphor  is  re- 
ported dearer  in  China,  but  English  sublimers  have  reduced 
their  prices  Id.  per  lb.  for  refined.  Germans  have  followed 
suit.  Galls  remain  dull  of  sale.  Gum  arabic  is  firmly  held 
for  the  Trieste  variety.  Ipecacuanha  is  firm  in  view  of 
low  stocks.  Heavy  arrivals  of  liquorice-root  are  reported. 
Persian  opium  is  unaltered,  though  Tokat  is  6d.  higher. 
White  Hellebore-root  and  Kava-kava  are  more  inquired  for. 
Senna  is  unaltered,  but  firm.  It  is  expected  tbat  good 
prices  will  be  realised  at  the  forthcoming  drug  auctions. 
Saffron  without  alteration. 

Essential  oils  generally  are  unaltered,  except  oils  of 
cubebs  and  lemongrass.  American  peppermint  oil  is  in  a 
weak  state. 

Heavy  oils.  We  may  note  that  linseed  oil  is  firm,  tur- 
pentine is  dearer,  and  petroleum  shows  no  change. 


Our  Hamburg  correspondent  telegraphs  on  Thursday  after- 
noon that  Japan,  max  is  offered  at  65m.  per 

Hamburg  jqq  j^gg  Star-anise  seed  shows  an  improved 
Telegram. 

demand  at  215m.  per  100  kilos.  Crude  camphor 
is  unaltered  at  250m.  per  100  kilos.  Balsam  Peru  is  dearer, 
good  genuine  quality  is  offered  at  19|m.  per  kilo. 

Our  New  York  correspondent  cables  on  Thursday 
afternoon  that  Cocaine  has  been  advanced  to  #3.45  per  oz. 

Cantharidcs  is  also  higher,  Chinese  being  now 
New  York  quoted  at  33c,  and  Russian  at  40o.  to  45c.  per  lb- 
Cablegram,  balsam  tolu  is  weaker  at  40c.  per  lb.  Maranliam 
Balsam  copaiba  and  Para  balsam  are  also  lower,  at  36c.  and 
39c.  per  lb.  respectively.  Cut  Althea  root  is  quoted  at  12c.  to 
16c.  per  lb.  There  is  a  feeling  that  higher  prices  will  be 
seen  for  herbs,  as  the  general  crops  are  only  moderate. 
Opium  has  been  advanced  to  $2.12\  per  lb. 


We  hear  from  Amsterdam  that  a  conference  of  importers 
of  Java  cinchona  bark  was  held  there  a  few  days  ago  at 

which  an  understanding  was  arrived  at  to  en- 
Understanding  deavour  to  regulate  the  price  of  the  article  to 
amongst  a  certain  extent,  by  offering  only  moderate 

Importers.       quantities  at  the  auctions,  and  by  agreeing 

not  to  sell  below  a  fixed  minimum  price.  The 
auctions  of  January  20,  at  which  only  a  moderate  quantity 
is  likely  to  be  offered,  will  show  whether  this  understanding 
is  a  fact  or  not. 


It  appears  that  the  present  condition  of  cubebs  is 
judged  at  Amsterdam  (one  of  the  principal  markets)  to 
possess  many  elements  favourable  to  an  ad- 
Cubebs  in  vance.  Views  of  this  kind  are  expressed  in  a 
Amsterdam.  circular  by  a  well-known  firm  of  brokers  there 
(Messrs.  G.  de  Vries,  of  Zonen),  of  which  we  have  received 
an  advance  proof.  This  document,  which  will  be  published 
in  a  few  days,  points  out  that,  after  remaining  neglected  for 
about  ten  months,  at  from  8c.  to  10c.  per  |-kilo.  for  ordinary 
coarse  berries,  and  from  14c.  to  17c.  for  fine  cultivated  ditto, 
there  has  been  a  decided  upward  movement  during  the  past 
few  weeks,  resulting  in  an  advance  of  5c.  for  coarse,  and 
3c.  for  cultivated,  berries.  The  statistics  of  the  article  seem 
very  favourable.  The  stock  in  London  has  fallen  to 
389  bales  at  the  end  of  December.  In  Amsterdam  it  is  only 
1,190  bales,  against  2  029  bales  at  the  end  of  1896,  but  in 
addition  to  this  from  1,200  to  1,500  bales  are  supposed  to  be 
held  by  second-hand  holders.  The  imports  into  Amsterdam 
in  1897  were  only  549  bales  against  1,587  bales  in  1896,  the 
deliveries  1388  bales  against  155.  Part  of  the  deliveries 
was  to'speculators,  but  the  bulk  was  for  consumption.  The 
only  fear  is  that  the  shipments  from  Java  may  continue  to 
be  very  heavy.  For  the  four  months  ending  October  31,  for 
instance,  they  were  2,465  bales.  Our  correspondent  adds  to 
this  that  the  bulk  of  these  shipments  has  gone  to  Singapore 
and  the  United  States.  A  small  quantity  has  also  been  sent 
to  other  countries  direct.  There  is  also  reason  for  believing 
that  these  large  Java  shipments  consist  mostly  of  cubebs  of 
the  old  crop,  and  that  the  recent  quotations  have  not  been 
high  enough  to  pay  for  the  gathering  of  the  berries. 


The  London  cinchona  auctions  for  1898  have  been  fixed 
for  the  following  dates :— January  25,  Feb- 
Cinchona    rnary  15  March  15,  April  26,  Mav  24,  June  21, 
Auctions.    July  1Q  Augugt  16>  September  13,  October  11, 

November  8,  and  December  13. 


On   Monday,    at    the  London   Commercial  Sale-rooms, 
Messrs.  R.  Lyon  &  Co.  offered  for  sale,  among  other  salvage- 
goods,   107    bales  senna,    which   had  been 
Salvage     recovered  from  the  recent  fire  on  board  the 
Senna.     Eamachi  Maru.    It  was  literally  such  a  rotten 
lot  taken  altogether  that  we  cannot  in  fairness  rank  it  with 
ordinary  senna.    Among  the  audience  were  a  fair  sprinkling 
of  the  cloth-cap,  check-suit,  and  muffler  gentry,  who,  how- 
ever, abstained  from  buying  senna,  no  doubt  their  acquaint- 
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ance  with  it  being  more  in  the  form  of  "  black  draught " 
than  in  bales.  The  competition  was  not  keen,  and  the  prices 
realised  were  sufficiently  high  for  rubbish.  They  ranged 
from  Is.  lOd.  to  4s.  9d.  per  bale  of  about  3  cwt.  each. 


The  Customs  tariff  of  the  United  Kingdom  provides  for 
the  payment  of  a  duty  of  13s.  Id.  per  gal.  on  imported 
Duty  on  ethyl  iodide,  but  the  revenue  from  that 
Ethylic  source  is  practically  nil,  and  was  so  in  1896- 

Esters.  97.    Ethyl  bromide  and  chloride,  which  are 

much  more  used,  were  not  mentioned  in  the  tariff  until 
Saturday  last,  when  a  general  order  was  issued  from  the 
Custom  House,  London,  imposing  a  duty  of  Is.  per  lb.  on 
the  importation  of  ethyl  bromide  and  a  duty  of  15s.  3d.  per 
liquid  gal.  (equivalent  to  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.)  on  the  importa- 
tion of  ethyl  chloride.  Similar  duties  were  previously  ob- 
tained by  other  means. 


Latin 
America. 


It  may  be  remembered  that,  so  far  back  as  last  July,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  announced  that  his  depart- 
ment would  send  a  special  commissioner  to  the 
Trade  with  Republics  of  South  and  Central  America  to 
inquire  into  the  condition  and  prospects  of 
British  trade  there.  The  Treasury  having 
agreed  to  provide  the  funds,  the  Board  have  now  appointed  Mr. 
Thomas  Worthington,  of  Manchester,  to  the  commissioner- 
ship.  The  Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce  have  named 
Sir  Vincent  K.  Barrington  as  their  delegate  to  accompany 
Mr.  Worthington.  It  is  estimated  that  Sir  V.  K.  Barring- 
ton's  travelling  and  personal  expenses  will  amount  to  at 
least  1,500Z.,  and  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Associated 
Chambers  of  Commerce  are  asking  their  members  for  con- 
tributions towards  this  amount.  Nearly  600Z.  has  already 
been  subscribed.  The  commissioners  are  leaving  almost 
immediately. 


Acid  (Caebolic). — Very  slow  of  sale.  Cri/stals  are 
quoted  at  l\d.  to  T±d.  per  lb.  for  39°  to  40°  C. ;  and  at  6|rf. 
to  Id.  per  lb.  for  34°  to  35°  C.  on  the  spot.  Crude  is  offered 
at  2s.  per  gallon  for  60  per  cent.  ;  and  at  2s.  Qh^d.  for  75  per 
cent.    Cresylw,  95  per  cent.,  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  per  gallon. 

Acids  (Various). — Howards'  brand  of  Citric  crystals  has 
been  reduced  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  and  most  of  their  citrates  are 
lower  accordingly — e.g.,  ferri  et  ammon.  cit.  Is.  \\d.  for  large 
quantities.  Ordinary  acid  is  unaltered  at  Is.  0\d.  to  Is.  O^d. 
per  lb.  Tartaric  quiet,  but  steady,  at  Is.  Id.  for  English 
B.P.,  and  Is.  0%d.  per  lb.  for  foreign.  Oxalic  is  quoted 
at  3^d.  to  3\d.  per  lb.,  net  terms. 

Alcohol. — German  potato  spirit  has  been  advanced  about 
Id.  per  gallon.  Druggists'  quality  is  now  quoted  at  8^d.  to 
9d.,  and  perfumers'  at  9\d.  to  10d.,  per  proof  gallon,  net,  in 
bond,  c.i.f.  terms,  naked,  for  large  quantities,  packing  not 
included.  This  advance,  which  was  predicted  to  take  place 
in  the  spring,  is  said  to  be  due  to  the  closing  of  the  Russian 
ports  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  the  increased  demand 
from  Japan,  where  new  duties  have  recently  been  imposed. 

Balsam  Canada  is  tending  firmer,  the  supply  being  re- 
duced ;  Is.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  is  asked  for  casks,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d. 
per  lb.  for  cases. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Privately  the  market  is  steady,  with 
sales  of  fair  Maranham  at  2s.  Id.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Peru. — A  very  firm  market  owing  to  the  con- 
tinued scarcity  of  supplies  in  the  United  States.  On  the 
spot  8s.  9d.  to  9s.  per  lb.  is  asked  for  good  genuine  quality. 

Balsam  Tolu  is  offered  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — The  latest  advices  from  Singapore  state  that 
the  stocks  available  in  that  port  are  of  the  lowest  grade 
only. 

Borax  is  nominally  unchanged,  at  14s.  for  crystals  and 
14s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  powder,  for  best  brands.  We  have  had 
our  last  week's  quotation  questi  ned,  but  are  able  to  confirm 
it,  and  to  state  that  the  most  recent  "  cut "  is  13s.  9d.  per 
cwt. ;  this,  however,  is  not  druggists'  quality. 

Camphor  (Crude). — There  is  no  business  to  report  on  the 
spot  or  for  forward  delivery.  Telegraphic  advices  from 
China  state  that  the  market  there  has  been  firm  lately. 
Japan  is  offered  at  91s.  to  92s.  c.i.f.  terms. 


Camphor  (Refined).— As  announced  last  week,  English 
refiners  reduced  their  camphor-quotations  by  Id.  per  lb.  on 
January  1,  the  present  prices  being  as  follows :  — 


For  wholesale  quantities  ... 

Under 
h  ton 

5  ton 

1  ton  or 
more 

s.  d. 

s  d. 

s.  d. 

Bells  and  flowers 

1  3i 

1  3 

1  2h 

Tablets  of  \  lb.,  h  lb.,  or  1  lb. 

1  4A 

1  4 

1  3| 

Tablets  of  1  oz.  or  2  oz. 

1  6 

1  5A 

1  5 

Tablets  of  A  oz. 

1  6i 

1  6" 

1  5h 

Tablets  of  ^  oz.  or  \  oz. 

1  Y 

1  6£ 

1  6 

The  foreign  refiners  have  also  lowered  their  prices  in 
sympathy  with  the  English  reduction,  and  now  offer  bells  at 
Is.  2\d.  per  lb. 

CARDAMOMS. — -Twenty  packages  have  arrived  per  Derby- 
shire from  Colombo.  Reports  from  Colombo  state  that 
business  is  very  dull.  There  is  a  fairly  good  stock  on  the 
market,  but  buyers  are  holding  aloof.  The  exports  from 
Ceylon  to  the  United  Kingdom,  from  January  1  to  Decem- 
ber 14, 1897,  amount  to  248,2221bs.;  to  India,  199,981  lbs. ;  and 
to  Germany  30,290  lbs.  As  the  demand  for  this  article  seemed 
to  be  very  active  privately,  two  brokers  held  public  auctions 
to-day.  Their  catalogues  contained  147  cases,  31  of  these  being 
sold  "  without  reserve,"  having  been  soaked  with  water  and 
part  damaged  by  fire.  Bidding  began  at  6d.  per  lb.,  the 
broker,  however,  stated  that  the  goods  would  be  invoiced  at 
Ceylon  shipping-weights,  and  this  stimulated  the  bidding 
until  the  whole  sold  at  the  very  full  prices  of  Is.  9d.  to- 
Is.  lid.  per  lb.  for  medium-sized  Ceylon-Mysore.  For  sound 
medium  Malabar  one  lot  sold  at  3s.  per  lb.,  the  rest  being 
bought  in.  Fine  bold  pale  Ceylon-Mysore  sold  at  3s.  3d.  to- 
3s.  lOrf.  per  lb.,  which  may  be  called  slightly  easier  on  last 
sales'  rates ;  medium  size  realised  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  which  is 
full  up.  Good  seed  sold  at  3s.  6d.  per  lb.,  a  decline  of  2d. 
perlb.  The  easier  tendency  is  accentuated  by  the  fact  that 
400  cases  are  now  on  the  way  to  London. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — There  has  been  some  inquiry  this 
week,  and  bark  is  said  to  be  offered  from  the  other  side  at  20s. 
to  21s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  terms.  There  is  a  distinctly  firmer  tone  in 
New  York,  which,  however,  does  not  find  response  on  the 
London  market.  The  fact  that  re-shipments  of  floating 
parcels  to  New  York  have  been  ordered  gives  strength 
to  the  expectation  that  the  price  may  go  higher.  One 
seller  speaks  of  25s.  per  cwt.  as  being  a  probable  price  two- 
months  hence.  There  is  little  of  the  bark  in  first  hands, 
and  no  new  bark  will  be  available  until  the  latter  half  of 
the  year. 

Cinchona. — Our  Amsterdam  correspondent  writes  that  at 
the  cinchona-auctions  to  be  held  in  his  city  on  January  20, 
5,454  bales  and  203  cases  Java  cinchona,  weighing  in  the 
aggregate  512,221  kilos.,  will  be  offered  for  sale.  Of  this 
quantity  244  bales  and  57  cases  (30,772  kilos.)  are  from  the 
Government  plantation,  and  the  remainder  5,210  bales  and 
46  cases  (481,449  kilos.)  of  private  culture.  The  Ceylon 
shipments  of  bark  to  the  U.K.  from  January  1  to  December  14, 
1897,  amount  to  344,289  lbs.,  against  1,014,786  lbs.  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  1896.  The  United  States  received 
direct  263,142  lbs.  in  1897  against  277,378  lbs.  in  1896.  The 
shipments  of  bark  from  Java  for  December  have  been 
declared  as  follows  : — 


1897 

December  ...  Amst.  lbs.  731,000 
January-December  „  8,511,000 


1896  1895 
890,000  634,C0O 
10,079,000  8,827,700 


December  ...  Amst.  lbs. 
January-December  „ 


1894  1893 
531,000  391,000 
8,917,700  7,342,000 


Cocaime. — The  manufacturers  quote  hydrochlorate  from 
10s.  3d.  to  10s.  6d.  per  oz.  nominally,  and  second-hand 
holders  from  9s.  9d.  to  10s.  per  oz.  So  much  stock  is  held 
by  the  latter  that  the  market  is  lifeless. 

Coca-leaves. — The  available  lluanoco  is  of  rather  poor 
quality,  and  is  offered  at  8d.  Truxillo  leaves  are  6d.  to  3d.,  but 
the  colour  of  these  is  not  good. 
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Colocynth. — There  is  very  little  to  be  had  on  the  spot- 
Sales  of  pale  Syrian  apple  have  been  made  this  week  at 
Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  but  the  latter  figure  is  the  minimum 
to-day. 

CbeAM  of  TABTae. — Firm.  Business  is  reported  at  73s. 
per  cwt.,  net  cask,  f  o.b.  Bordeaux  for  good  white  French 
crystals.  On  the  spot  the  same  quality  is  obtainable  at 
75s.  Qd.  per  cwt. ;  powder  78s.  to  79s.  per  cwt. 

Cubebs  have  been  in  more  active  demand  this  week, 
and  a  good  business  has  been  done  at  44s.  per  cwt.  for  good 
clean  stemless  and  sifted.  There  is  a  tendency  to  "  boom  " 
the  drug,  but  the  tone  of  the  market  is  firm.  Sales  of  un- 
cleaned  berries  have  been  made  in  Singapore  at  $8  75  to  $9 
per  picul,  the  price  for  the  same  in  London  to-day  being 
37s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Galls. —  Chinese  are  quiet  and  unchanged.  A  small 
business  has  been  done  in  Persian,  the  supplies  of  which 
continue  small.  Blue  offer  at  55s.  to  57s.,  green  45s.  to  50s. 
and  white  at  40s.  to  43s.  per  cwt. 

GLYCEBINE. — The  English  makers  have  advanced  the 
price  of  glycerine  sp.  gr.  1  260  to  50/.  per  ton. 

Gum  Ababic. — Picked  qualities  are  in  small  supply.  Good 
pale  Trieste  grain  is  obtainable  at  from  61.  10s  per  cwt.  (the 
lowest  figure),  so-called  Persian  "insoluble"  gum  still  con- 
tinues in  fair  demand  ;  fine  picked  is  quoted  at  24s.  to  26s. 
per  cwt.,  reddish  (selected)  20s.  to  22s.,  fair  to  fine  sorts  at 
16s.  to  21s.  per  cwt.,  and  siftings  12s.  to  18s.  per  cwt. 

Hellebobe-eoot. — This  article  has  been  in  active  demand 
for  the  United  States,  and  both  here  and  on  the  Continent 
stocks  have  been  greatly  depleted.  Sales  of  white  root 
began  at  18s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms,  and  up  to  24s.  has  been 
paid,  but  no  more ;  whole  root  is  to  be  had  in  any  quantity. 
Powder  is  offered  at  from  30s.  to  45s.  per  cwt.,  the  higher- 
priced  lots  carrying  with  them  a  reliable  guarantee  of 
genuineness. 

Ipecacuanha  is  tending  firmer,  and  business  has  been 
done  in  good  llio  root  at  7s.  3d.  to  7s.  Qd.,  Cartagena  at 
from  6s.  to  6s.  3d.  per  lb.  The  stock  of  Rio  root  in  the 
London  warehouse  is  officially  reported  as  237  packages ; 
but  to-day's  deliveries  bring  this  down  to  184,  and  the  pro- 
spective arrivals  are  small,  so  that  higher  rates  may  be 
expected. 

Jalap. — From  New  York  advices  we  learn  that  the  ship- 
ment to  Europe  for  the  month  of  December  amounted  to  23 
packages.  The  asking-price  in  London  to-day  is  6^.  per  lb., 
but  no  business  is  reported. 

Kava  KavA. — This  drug,  which  is  seldom  quoted  in  our 
trade- report,  is  in  slightly  better  request  at  IQd.  per  lb.  on 
the  spot.    The  stock  here  is  small. 

Kola-nuts. — The  Roqnelle,  from  Victoria,  West  Coast  of 
Africa,  has  brought  217  bags  to  Liverpool. 

Liquoeice-eoot. — The  Arabistan,  from  Bussorah,  has 
brought  6,496  bales  in  three  consignments.  They  come  to  a 
dull  market. 

Menthol  Unchanged  at  7s.  3d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

For  forward  delivery,  7s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms,  is  quoted. 

Naphtha. — -Wood-naphtha  is  offered  at  4s.  per  gallon, 
f  .o.b.  terms,  London  or  Continent,  packages  not  included. 

Oil  (Cod-liyee). — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
December  31  that  the  cod-liver  oil  market  has  been  ex- 
tremely depressed  during  the  week.  The  quotation  there  of 
63s.  per  barrel  is  quite  nominal,  and  there  are  now  sellers 
who  would  be  glad  to  accept  a  considerably  lower  price,  but 
in  the  absence  of  business  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  that 
figure  would  be.  The  exports  of  best  Lofoten  non-congealing 
oil  from  Bergen  for  the  year  1897  amounted  to  10,370 
barrels  against  5,696  barrels  in  1896.  The  stock  of  cod- 
liver  oil  now  remaining  in  Norway  is  estimated  at  4,000  to 
5  000  barrels.  The  spot  market  is  stagnant  anil  prices  easier 
if  anything. 

Oil  (Peach- keenels). — The  English  manufacturers  have 
advanced  their  quotations  for  almond  oil  from  peach  kernels, 
Sweet  being  now  quoted  at  9hd.  per  lb,  and  Pallid  at  ll|cZ. 
per  lb ;  Essential  oil  at  17s.,  and  for  oil  freed  from  prussic 
acid  21s.  per  lb.    The  above  prices  are  net. 


Oils  (Essential). — There  are  scarcely  any  points  of 
interest  in  the  essential-oil  market  this  week.  Oil  of  cubebs 
has  been  advanced  by  the  English  distillers  to  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  ; 
and  Oil  of  cardamoms  to  6s.  6d.  to  7s.  per  oz.,  according  to 
holder.  English  Oil  of  dill-seed  is  offering  at  10s.  and  12s. 
per  lb.  Oil  of  pimento  is  higher,  the  quotation  having  been 
raised  from  12s.  to  13s.  per  lb.  English-distilled  Oil  of 
sandalwood  has  also  been  advanced  by  one  distiller  to  12s. 
per  lb.,  which  brings  the  quotation  into  unison  with  others. 
Japanese  oil  of  peppermint  can  be  bought  at  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 
on  the  spot  for  Dementholised,  and  5s.  for  40-per-cent., 
though  we  do  not  hear  of  any  business  at  these  figures. 
HGH  nominally  unchanged,  at  from  5s.  l\d.  for  single 
cases  to  5s.  3d.  for  25-case  lots.  Oil  of  lemon- 
grass  is  decidedly  firmer,  at  IQd.  per  oz.  on  the 
spot.  Oil  of  citronella  is  offered  at  Is.  2d.  per  oz.T 
but  without  business.  Wayne  County  is  offered  at  3s.  Qd.  to- 
3s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms.  Oil  of  sweet  orange  :  Our  Messina 
correspondent  writes  under  date  of  January  1 : — "  Owing  to- 
a  severe  storm  having  visited  this  part  of  the  country  some- 
three  weeks  ago,  which  caused  very  considerable  damage 
to  the  fruit,  combined  with  the  shortness  of  the  crop  this- 
year,  a  lively  competition  has  set  in,  prices  being  well  main- 
tained, and  a  forecast  of  the  market  becomes  extremely 
difficult,  owing  to  the  reluctance  of  the  growers  to  sell. 
The  prices  now  ruling  are  somewhat  in  advance  of 
those  of  last  season.  Buyers  are  anxiously  awaiting- 
future  developments."  Telegraphic  advices  from  Sicily 
quote  from  7s.  to  7s.  9d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  terms,  according  to- 
brand,  which  shows  a  strong  market.  Oil  of  berganiot  is 
also  firmer  at  7s.  3d.  to  7s.  9d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  terms,  for  finest 
quality.  There  is  no  stock  of  old  oil.  Oil  of  lemon  is  un- 
changed at  3s.  to  3s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  terms,  according  te 
brand.  Oil  of  star-anise  :  The  stock  in  China  is  estimated 
at  75  piculs. 

Opium. — There  is  no  business  to  report  this  week.  Persia1);' 
is  unaltered  at  from  10s.  3d.  to  10s.  9d.  per  lb;  ordinary  to 
good,  9s.  3d.  to  10s.  per  lb.  Tokat  or  soft-shipping  opium  is- 
reported  to  be  scarce,  and  has  been  advanced  Qd.  per  lb. 
Offers  are  madeatlOs.  to  lis.  Qd.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality. 
The  Smyrna  market  is  inactive  and  unchanged. 

Podophyllin. — American  is  quoted  at  10s.  Qd.  to  12$- 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms,  but  we  do  not  hear  of  any  business  at 
these  figures.  I'odophylhim-root  is  in  small  supply,  3\d.  to 
3\d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms,  being  asked  for  good  quality,  ac- 
cording to  holder. 

Quassia. — The  quotation  for  logs  is  47.  10s.,  and  for  rasps- 
111.  per  ton. 

Quicksilveb. — Quiet,  at  Ql.  17s.  Qd.  per  bottle  from  first 
hand,  and  Qd.  to  Is.  less  per  bottle  from  second  hand. 

Quinine. — There  has  been  more  inquiry  this  week,  and 
the  position  is  slightly  firmer,  though  sales  are  unimportant. 
Holders  of  B  Sf  S  or  Brunswick  now  ask  13d,  per  oz.,  but 
do  not  appear  too  anxious  to  sell.  For  March  delivery 
5,000  oz.  have  been  sold  at  Is.  Id.  per  oz. 

Saffeon. — The  quotations  for  best  Valencia  remain- 
unaltered  at  from  35s.  Qd.  to  37s.  per  lb.  Two-thirds  of  the- 
crop  in  Spain  is  said  to  have  been  delivered. 

Santonin. — On  Monday  the  manufacturers  of  santonin 
reduced  their  quotations  by  Qd.  per  ll>.  on  56  lb.  lots,  the 
following  being  the  old  and  the  revised  scale  of  charges  for 
crystals : — 

Old  price        Present  price 
Small  quantities,  per  lb.       ...      5s.  4-7.      ...      4s.  lid. 

28-lb.  lots,  per  lb   5s.  lt.,7.    ...     4s.  8d. 

56-lb.lots,     „    4s.  11,7.    ...     4s.  b\d. 

A  discount  of  from  2  per  cent,  to  5  per  cent,  is  allowed  on 
original  cases  of  1  to  3  cwt.  Santonin-powder  is  quoted  Qd. 
per  lb.  above  the  price  of  crystals. 

Seeds  (Vaeious). — Kussian  Anise  is  being  offered  at  & 
lower  price  to  arrive,  but  business  has  not  yet  resulted. 
Spanish  can  be  bought  at  26s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms,  aftey 
being  much  dearer,  owing  to  the  demand  ficm  Marseilles.- 
Cyprus  has  been  sold  on  the  spot  at  18s.  per  cwt.  Coriander- 
seed  is  steady,  and  a  fair  business  is  doing  at  8s.  9d.  per 
cwt.  for  Moroccan  and  at  8s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  Tunisian  ;  parcels, 
of  5  or  10  tons  at  a  little  less.     Cumin-seed  has  sold  this 
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week  at  23s.  to  23s.  61.  per  cwt.  for  Mogador;  good  Malta  is 
held  for  28s.  to  30s.  per  cwt.  For  Fenugreek  there  is  little 
demand,  but  the  price  is  unchanged  at  12s.  to  12s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  Some  bold  dull  Mediterranean  Linseed  sold  at  40s.  per 
qr. ;  for  bright  clean  45s.  is  asked.  Canary  dull  of  sale, 
and  little  doing.  Caraway  steady,  at  19s.  per  cwt.  for 
Dutch,  18s.  for  Russian,  and  17s.  per  cwt.  for  Turkish. 

Shellac. — The  shipments  from  Calcutta  to  the  U.K' 
during  the  last  half  of  December  were  2,600  cwt. ;  to  the 
United  States,  1,200  cwt.,  and  to  the  Continent,  3,200  cwt. 
These  exports  are  much  smaller  than  had  been  anticipated, 
with  the  result  that  a  firm  tone  has  been  apparent.  At  the 
opening  auctions  of  the  year  the  small  total  of  500  cases 
offered,  of  which  31  cases  only  sold,  the  bulk  being  held  for 
higher  prices.  Twenty-five  cases  sound  Orange,  fair  to  good 
bright  curly,  sold  at  64s.  to  66s.  per  cwt.,  recording  an 
advance  of  2s.  on  the  last  sale  rates.  Button  is  also  ex- 
tremely firm.  Of  164  cases  offered,  6,  of  ordinary  mixed 
firsts,  sold  at  73s.  per  cwt.  AC  Garnet  is  held  for  74s.  Since 
the  auctions  about  200  cases  have  been  sold  at  65s.  to  68s. 
per  cwt.  for  fair  to  good  bright  second  Orange,  and  to-day 
the  market  closes  very  firm. 

Spices. — Zanzibar  Cloves  are  firmer  at  a  fractional  advance 
with  sales  of  about  1,200  bales  at  3^d.  to  3^'^d.  per  lb. 
Pepper  firm.  White  Penang  has  been  sold  for  February- 
April  delivery  at  6£//.,  and  April-May  shipment  at  6\d. 
per  lb.  Black  Singapore  is  offered  at  3?d.  per  lo.  on  the  spot. 
Cassia  lignea  and  Pimento  are  steady,  but  quiet. 

Star-anise. — A  fair  business  has  been  done  lately  in 
CJiinese  at  5/.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot. 

Sugar  op  Milk. — Is  steady,  at  65s.  per  cwt.  for  best 
white  American  powder. 

Tragacanth. — Inactive.  Small  sales  of  good  medium 
gum  are  reported  at  42s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

WAS  (Japan).— Is  unaltered  at  32s.  6d.  to  33s.c.i.f.  terms, 
or  37s.  per  cwt  on  the  spot. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  heavy-chemical  market  is  still  under  the  influence 
of  the  holiday  feeling,  and  there  is  practically  no  new 
business  of  any  importance,  whilst  some  of  the  works  have 
not  yet  got  into  proper  working  order  again.  Competition 
in  Bleaching  Powder  is  still  very  keen,  and  price  for 
home  consumption  continues  at,  from  51.  to  5?.  5s.  per  ton, 
free  on  rails  maker's  works,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  5/.  10s.  to 
6/,,  softwood  casks  and  hardwood  casks,  61.  2s.  6d. 
Caustic  soda  continues  fairly  steady,  present  quotations 
being,  white  caustic  soda,  60  per  <  ent.,  6/.  5s.  to  6/.  10s. ; 
70  per  cent.,  11.  5s.  to  11.  10s.  ;  74  per  cent.,  31.  to  81.  5s.,  all 
f.o.b.  Liverpool ;  76  to  77  per  cent.,  81.  10s.  to  81.  12s.  6d., 
f.o.b.  Tyne  or  Liverpool.  Ammonia  alkali,  58  per  cent.,  very 
firm  at  4/.  2s.  6d.  in  bags,  free  on  rails  maker's  works,  and 
Gtl.  5s.  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Soda  crystals  are  scarce  but  un- 
changed, f.o.b.  Tyne,  21.  12?.  6d. ;  f.o.b.  London,  21.  17s.  6d. 
The  improvement  noted  in  Sulphate  of  ammonia  has  con- 
tinued, and  price  is  now  higher  again.  Beckton  terms, 
prompt,  91.  5s. ;  Beckton,  January-April  delivery,  9/.  7s.  6d.  ; 
Hull,  London  and  Leith  firm  at  9/.  2s.  6^.  to  9/.  5s.  Exports 
from  Leith  last  week  amounted  to  722  tons.  Benzols  are 
very  quiet,  and  a  shade  lower  than  last  quoted.  Acetates 
fairly  firm,  and  particularly  those  of  lime  and  lead.  Acetate 
of  soda  has  a  firmer  tendency,  and  closes  at  about  11/. 
White  acetate  of  lead,  231.  Brown  acetate  of  lead,  111. 
Nitrate  of  lead,  20/.  Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  very  firm, 
best  Lancashire  make,  Id.  Chlorate  of  soda,  <\\d,.  Chlorate 
ef  potash,  Liverpool,  3±d.  to  3f  d. ;  London,  3gr/.  Green 
copperas  very  steady  at  39s.  to  4  Is.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool 
best  Lancashire ;  Welsh,  35s.  to  36s.  Zinc  salts  are  firmer. 
Sulphate,  crystals,  5/.  15s.  per  ton.  Chloride,  100°  Tw.. 
5/.  15s.  to  6/.  per  ton.  Silicates  of  soda  are  moving  better 
and  have  a  firmer  tone.  140°  Tw.,  31.  Is.  6d.  to  3/.  10s.  :  100° 
Tw.,  3Z.,  and  75°  Tw.,  21.  12s.  6d.  f.o.r.  Sulphate  of  copper 
quiet. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

ffOur  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  January  5, 
reports  that  the  varieties  of  gam  Arabic  meet  with  a  fair 
inquiry,  notwithstanding    the    rumours  of  "Mucilaginous 


finance,"  and  the  small  stock  of  Soudan  forts  is  firmly  held 
for  previous  prices.  Medium  qualities  are  unchanged, 
except  that  the  new  arrivals  of  Brazilian  prove  to  be  of 
better  quality  than  usual,  and  seem  likely  to  attract 
favourable  attention.  Honeys  are  in  better  demand,  sales 
being  reported  of  150  barrels  of  Pile  X.  Chilian  at  26s.  per 
cwt.,  an  old  import.  The  lower  giades  of  this  class  of  honey 
are  in  very  limited  supply  indeed,  and  higher  prices  are 
looked  for  in  the  near  future.  Californian  is  also  in  good 
demand,  the  liquid  qualities  meeting  with  a  ready  sale. 
Castor  oil  is  improving  in  position  for  the  near  future,  and 
the  article  is  experiencing  a  better  demand  from  consumers: 
good  seconds  Calcutta  and  first-pressure  French  are  now 
held  for  3{'5d.  to  3|^.  per  lb. ;  sales  are  reported  at  these 
figures.  Sulphate  of  copper  is  steadying  itself,  and  16/.  is 
quoted  for  prompt  delivery.  Arsenic,  best  white  powder,  is 
firmly  held  at  22/.  per  ton.  Quillaia-barJt  is  easier  for  the 
week,  and  sales  are  reported  from  the  quay  at  18/.  per  ton, 
while  as  high  as  27/.  per  ton  has  been  paid  for  one  choice 
parcel  during  the  week  Beeswax  continues  to  move  off 
steadily  at  the  rates  lately  ruling,  and  the  position  may  be 
reckoned  as  a  shade  firmer  since  the  last  transactions  took 
place,  as  holder-;  shew  a  disposition  to  believe  in  better 
prices.  Linseed  continues  to  harden,  and  sales  have  been 
made  at  a  slight  advance  on  the  figures  lately  ruling.  Canary 
seed  is  quiet,  and  business  has  transpired  at  26s.  per  qr.  for 
good  bright  Turkish.  Lrish  Moss  is  in  small  supply,  and 
common  grades  are  improving  in  value,  prices  ranging  from 
8/.  to  15/.  per  ton.  Jaborandi-leaves  are  very  dull  of  sale, 
a  few  bales  only  having  been  sold  at  2\d.  per  lb.  Spermaceti : 
Thirty  cases  of  Chilian  have  been  sold  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 
Thirty  bags  of  Malta  Cumin  seed  offered  at  auction,  but 
were  withdrawn  at  23s.  per  cwt.  Eleven  barrels  of 
Maranham  Balsam  copaiba  were  offered  at  auction,  and  ip 
to  Is.  ll|d.  was  bid,  but  holders  withdrew  the  parcel 
at  2s.  Id.  per  lb. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  January  4  that  the 
drug-market  is  quiet,  and  there  are  few  changes  to  report 
since  last  week.  Antimony  is  unchanged  at  38m.  per  100 
kilos.  Balsam  Peru  is  firm  at  19m.  per  kilo.  Balsam 
Tolu,  on  the  other  hand,  is  quiet  at  3  60m.  per  kilo.  Citric 
acid  is  dull  of  sale  at  230m  per  100  kilos.  Russian  anise 
unchanged  at  40m.  per  100  kilos.  Borax  is  quiet;  prices 
have  been  reduced  2  m.  per  kilo.  Refined  borax  can  be 
bought  at  23ji.  to  29m.  per  100  kilos.  Camphor  shows  a 
quiet  market  at  252|m.  per  100  kilos.  Cocaine  :  The  position 
is  entirely  unaltered.  Caseara  sagrada  is  steady  at  35m.  per 
100  kilos.  Cassia  lignea  is  firm ;  the  new  crop  is  held  for 
77m.  to  78m.  Coca-leaves  are  unchanged  at  165m.  per  100 
kilos.  Condurango-bark  is  depressed  in  consequence  of 
large  arrivals  ;  there  are  sellers  at  50m.  to  48m.  per  100 
kilos.  Ergot  of  rye  is  very  firm  :  Spanish  at  200m.,  Russian 
at  170m.  per  100  kilos.  Menthol  is  unaltered  at  15|m.  per 
kilo.  Lycopodium  also  quiet  at  245m.  per  100  kilos.  Quinine 
is  quiet  and  inactive ;  the  manufacturers  ask  from  36m.  to 
38m.  per  kilo  ,  while  there  are  second-hand  sellers  at  34m. 
per  kilo.  Quillaia  bark  is  dull  of  sale  :  forward  delivery  at 
31m.  to  30|m.  per  103  kilos.  Cevadilla-seed  is  lower: 
spot  at  110m.  per  100  kilos.,  later  delivery  can  be  bought 
at  less  money.  Star-anise  seed  is  steady  at  196m.  to  1974m. 
per  100  kilos.  Spermaceti  quiet  at  290m.  per  100  kilos. 
Japan  wax  is  quiet  at  66m.  per  100  kilos.  The  price  tele- 
graphed last  week  was  65m.,  and  not  55m.  as  erroneously 
printed.  Cod-liver  oil  is  without  animation  at  67m.  to  68m. 
per  barrel.  Castor  oil  is  steadily  declining  ;  first-pressing  in 
barrels  is  offered  at  61m.  per  100  kilos,  for  spot  delivery, 
January- April  shipment  at  58m.  Essential  oils:  Russian 
anise  is  firm  at  16m.  per  kilo.  Star-anise  oil  unchanged  at 
15|m.  per  kilo.  Citronella  oil  is  quoted  at  265m.  per  100 
kilos.    Cajuput  oil  steady  at  103m.  per  case. 

The  Smyrna  Opium-market. 

Our  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  December  24  that 
an  opium  merchant  who  has  returned  from  the  interior 
expresses  his  astonishment  that  the  high  prices  which  ruled 
at  the  end  of  November  have  not  been  maintained,  as  it  is 
said  that  the  recent  frosts  have  destroyed  all  that  has  been 
sown.  To  demonstrate  the  impression  which  this  news  would 
have  on  buyers  and  sellers  a  hitherto  timid  exporter  bought 


January  8,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


at  the  close  of  the  market  on  Saturday  5  cases  Karahissar 
tale  quale  at  7.s\  9d.  per  lb.  Since  then  7  cases  Current  have 
been  purchased  at  7s.  Id.  per  lb.,  and  2  cases  of  Yerli  at  the 
parity  of  8s.  per  lb.  These  figures  mark  a  slight  advance 
on  the  last  prices  paid,  while  an  almost  certain  reaction 
during  the  Christmas  holidays  had  to  be  expected.  The 
market  closes  with  an  uncertain  feeling.  The  arrivals  to 
date  have  risen  to  3,150  cases  against  1,990  at  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  last  year. 


Iricc-list  of  Some  (ffbcrmtals. 


SUBJOINED  are  current  quotations  for  large  wholesale 
parcels  of  the  articles  named.  The  lowest  quotations 
are  for  the  largest  parcels— c.ij.,  to  get  mercury  bichloride 
at  Zs.  2d.  per  lb.,  from  5  to  10  cvvt.  must  be  bought.  The 
nature  of  the  packages  also  affects  the  price.  The  quality, 
unless  when  otherwise  stated,  is  B.P. 


Articles 


Price 
January  1,  1898 


d. 

2\  to 


Acetanilide   per  lb.  1 

Acid,  acetic,  glacial   „  0  4£ 

„    B.P.    ..   „      ;  0  3 

„     benzoic  (artificial)     ...       ...       „  2  2 

„  „      from  benzoin  ...  per  oz.        0  3i 

„    chrysophanic  ...       ...       ...  per  lb.      11  6 

„     gallic   „       12  0 

„     pyrogallic       ...       ...       ...       „  9  U 

„     salicylic    „       i    1  5 

„     tannic   „  10 

Ammonia  carbonate...       ...       ...       „  0  4 

Antimony,  black  sulphide,  powder  per  cwt.  ,  25  0 

„        pot.  tart,  pulv  per  lb.    ,    1  1 

Atropine  sulphate   per  oz.    ,  15  4 

Bismuth  carbonate  ...       ...       ...  per  lb.        5  5 

„       subnitrate  ...       ...       ...       „  4  10 

Bromine        ...       ...       ...       ...       „  2  1 

Carbon  bisulphide  per  cwt.    19  0 

Chalk,  precipitated  ...       ...       ...       „         17  0 

Chloral  hydrate,  crystal   per  lb.    I    4  6 

Chloroform  from  S.V.B   „  4  8 

,,  „    S.V.M   „       |    1  10 

Cumarin   ,         30  0 

Ether,  B.P., -735    „       i    4  6 

„      meth.,  -750    „  0  1\ 

Hydrogen  peroxide,  10  vol.,  com- 
mercial      ...       ...       ...       ...  per  gal. 

Iodoform,  pulv.        ...       ...       ...  per  lb. 

Iron  sulphate  per  cwt. 

Lead  acetate  (pure)   „ 

Lithium  carbonate,  pure     ...       ...  per  lb. 

Magnesia  oale.,  light...       ...       ...  „ 

„       carb.,  heavy        ...       ...  per  cwt. 

Mercury,  bichloride  ...       ...       ...  per  lb. 

„       red  iodide  ...       ...       ...  „ 

„         ,,   oxide  ...       ...       ...  ,, 

„       yellow  oxide        ...       ...  „ 

„       precipitate,  white  ...  „ 

„       subchloride         ...       ...  „ 

Phenacetin     ...       ...       ...       ...  „ 

Potassium  bicarbonate      ...       ...  per  cwt. 

„        carbonate         ...       ...  „ 

„        bromide...       ...       ...  per  lb.        1  9 

„        bichromate       ...       ...       „       .    0  6 

„        iodide    „       |    9  9 

,,        binoxalate        ...       ...  „ 

„        permanganate  ...       ...  per  cwt. 

Soda  tartarata,  Howards'   ...       ...  „ 

Sodium  acetate,  pure  recryst.       ...  „ 

„       hypophosphite       ...       ...  per  lb.        3  6 

„       hyposulphite         ...       ...  per  cwt.      9  0 

„       phosphate    ...       ...       ...       „         32  0 

„       salicylate     ...       ...       ...  per  lb.        2  6 

„       sulphate  (Glauber's salts)...  per  cwt.      3  0 
Strychnine,  crystals  (in  bulk)       ...  per  oz.    !    2  1 
Sulphur,  precip.       ...       ...       ...  per  cwt.     42  0 

Zinc  oxide     ...       ...       ...       ...  per  lb.        0  10 

„    sulphate         ...   per  cwt.  I  14  0 


s.  d. 
1  6 


0  4 
12  0 

12  6 

1  10 


1  8 

13  4 

12  0 

40  0 

10  8 

1  3 
60  0 

2  2 
9  0 

3  1 
2  11 
2  11 
2  6 

4  3 
36  0 
24  0 


0  6 

65  0 

68  0 

40  0 


18  0 


2  2 


2  0 
13  7 


11  1 


2  5 


3 
3 
2 
14 


i^onbrjit  $rucj  .Statistics. 

The  following:  statistics  relate  to  the  receipts  and  deliveries  of  some  of  the 
leading  drugs  from  and  into  the  London  public  warehouses  in  the  course  of 
the  twelve  months  from  January  1  to  Dei-ember  31,  1897  and  1896.  and  to 
the  stocks  on  December  31  of  these  two  years.  Their  accuracy  cannot  be 
guaranteed. 


25  0 
1  10 

10  3 


71  0 


4  0 


15  0 


Stocks 


Imported 


Delivered 


Article 


1897 

1896 

1 

1897 

1896 

1897 

1896 

2,671 

4,041 

1.783 

1 

2,807 

3.158 

3,757 

2  398 

1,956 

2.911 

2,469 

743 

Anise  Star        ..cs  J 

'  39 

124 

100 

3  1 

185 

150 

Arrowroot  •  ■  •  ■  brls 

9,183 

11,745 

12,792 

15,825 

15,374 

17.729' 

bxs  <t  tns 

1/786 

2^523 

753 

1  788 

L490 

l]324 

Balsa  ms  ■  ■  • « eks  &c. 

428 

808 

430 

82  i 

858 

1^383 

Borax  pkys 

10 

1 

11 

31 

Oalumba        . .  bgs 

23 

11 

653 

36 

6U 

1,145. 

Camphor  pkys 

11.43-i 

11,932 

7.523 

6.473 

8.017 

10,819 

Cardamoms .  cs.&C. 

'470 

444 

3,409 

2^112 

3^383 

2'644 

(Jim iixi ma-1  >ark 

S,  American ....  cs 

54 

56  I 



2 

2. 

bis,  &c. 

12,186 

13,824 

3,^07 

2,~68 

5.047 

6,193 

E.  I.,  Oeylon,  j  cs 

367 

303 

203 

293 

144 

25& 

and  Java    1  bis 

4.088 

8,002 

9,980 

16.629  1 

13.894 

17.793' 

Cochineal  bgs 

2,529 

2,702 

2,129 

3,275 

2,302 

2.312 

OoCCLllUS  1 1  h  1  

35 

72 

147 

37 

166 

Cream  of  tartar  cks 

5 

5  1 

2 

g  1 

9 

3f9 

470 

321 

296 

40 1 

222 

Dragons'  blood.  ..cs 

60 

59 

173 

142 

172 

262 

(jails  - 

China  antl  -Tap.  cs 

560 

1,083 

769 

1,981 

1.188 

1,405 

Trkey.&Persn.  bys  ; 

3,211 

5^517 

6,142 

7^495 

8,560 

6^935' 

Acacia   .  pkCT^ 

1°  430 

12,996 

24.F43 

24  455 

26,378 

22,435 

Ammoniacurn 

'  29 

'  39  1 

'  16 

'  19 

16 

'  63' 

Animi  *fc  copal  .. 

20,737 

14,942 

40,21 '1 

32,343 

34.803 

26,123 

Asafo?tiila   .  • 

'4a0 

261 

1,037 

736 

808 

1.2i& 

Benzoin  .... 

2.373 

3,403 

3  530 

5  472 

4.560 

3/377 

Damar  

3  812 

3,770 

5,740 

8,539 

5,b27 

6,821 

Galbanum    . » 

1 

1 

1 

Gamboge     •  ■  <>, 

295 

192 

340 

408 

236 

375 

Guaiacuni    .  • 

66 

50 

169 

95 

153 

102 

21 

25 

25 

25 

29 

14 

Kowrie  tons  ( net  i 

640 

1.055 

3,182 

2,943 

3  588 

3.331 

Mastieh  ....  pkgs 

12 

9 

34 

21 

42 

Myrrh,  K.I.  ,, 

556 

574 

3i7 

498 

383 

463 

Olibamitn    •  * 

931 

2,406 

2,716 

5.954 

4,573 

5,605 

Saudarach  . 

845 

317 

1,823 

L156 

L295 

l]l01 

Tra^acanth . 

2.723 

4,047 

6J83 

8,149 

7.521 

6.081 

Ciuttapereh  l  .  .tons 

1^5/8 

1,657 

1^438 

1/253 

1/312 

1  680. 

locliarub)  ier- — 

African,  ifcc.  tons 

23 

4 

29 

1 

Assam  »fcc. 

108 

87 

952 

689 

939 

792: 

Atadfifra.sc:"ir .  • 

26 

76 

173 

214 

223 

186 

Moz  am  ^  i  i  <  j  ue 

64 

5S 

337 

333 

361 

404 

South  American,, 

100 

125 

510 

383 

533 

332 

Ipecacuanha,  Brazil 

bis 

237 

447 

636 

569 

846 

706 

Other  kin'!"-  pkurs 

26 

21 

210 

151 

205 

174 

Jalap  bis 

342 

304 

314 

381 

276 

329- 

12J 

513 

922 

639 

964 

1  2141 

Oils— 

141 

45 

235 

98 

139 

183 

130 

20 

246 

53 

136 

64 

61 

i  212 

847 

1  30-> 

997 

1 175 

432 

815 

1047 

1,607 

1,180 

1^858 

Oocoa-nut  . .  tons 

161 

346 

1375 

1,921 

1,557 

2,320 

645 

1,161 

1,938 

2,969 

2,482 

2  257 

21 

15 

55 

135 

I  48 

127 

Quinine  sulphate  lbs 

96.204 

87.954 

3\985 

14,565 

31,735 

49.88s 

970 

461 

1,584 

i  796 

1,075 

1,258 

Safflower..  bis,  &c. 

205 

148 

184 

214 

127 

129 

Sarsaparilla  ....  bis 

184 

263 

964 

1  1,014 

1.043 

1.017 

1,357 

3,025 

3,908 

6,529 

5,354 

6,101 

Shellac- 

6  767 

5,919 

11,452 

9,533 

|  10.604 

9.742 

4,933 

4  247 

7,229 

6,392 

6  543 

8.028 

40,248 

25,513 

54,381 

50,179 

39,646 

38,354- 

Total  

51,948 

35,679 

73,062 

65,104 

56,793 

56,124 

Turmeric — 

167 

525 

34 

93 

395 

326 

Other  kinds..  „ 

151 

382 

82 

129 

305 

383 

Vermilion  chts,  &c. 

7 

17 

7 

26 

Wax— 

(Bees')  bis  &  srns 

667 

410 

3,298 

1,909 

3/41 

2.622 

„        cks  &  cs 

1.636 

972 

1  4,034 

2,895 

1  3,257 

2.916 

f  .Tapani  . .  cs.  &c. 

230 

154 

487 

1  282 

444 

1  599 

Well  Speead  "  The  Chemists' and  Druggists'  Diar? 

for  1898  came  across  the  Atlantic  in  a  freight-steamer,  and 
was  brought  up  to  the  Spatula  office  in  a  four-horse  dray. 
It  has  the  usual  amount  of  reference  matter,  the  usual  diary 
leaves  and,  even  for  it,  an  unusual  amount  of  advertising- 
matter.  The  drug-trade  abroad  are  evidently  grea'  er  believers 
in  this  kind  of  publicity  than  are  their  cousin  i  iu  America." 
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In  writing  letters  for -publication  correspondents  should  adopt  a  concise, 
(tut  not  abbreviated,  s'yU.   They  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only.    Letters,  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume, 
Notice  to         must  he  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
Corre3poo-  ,  * 

dents  writer.    Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  an,i  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to 
which  they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Eryth.ro!  Nitrate  in  Medicine  and  Pharmacy. 

Sie, — The  conditions  under  which  erythrol  nitrate  is  ex- 
plosive are  apparently  not  well  known. 

After  the  publication  of  Professor  Bradbury's  researches 
•on  its  physiological  action,  I  tried  several  experiments 
with  it.  I  was  unable  to  explode  it  on  concussion  in  its 
pure  state  by  hammering  a  little  on  an  iron  plate  at  the 
•ordinary  temperature  ;  but  if  heated  to  about  130°  F.,  it 
readily  exploded  on  being  struck  ;  and  even  on  rubbing  the 
hammer  £>n  a  stone  to  polish  and  clean  it,  thus  slightly 
warming  it  before  striking  the  erythrol  nitrate,  the  latter 
•exploded  after  two  or  three  strokes.  I  found,  however,  that, 
like  nitroglycerine,  it  was  soluble  in  fats  and  oils ;  it  readily 
■dissolved  in  the  fat  of  chocolate,  which  solution  was  stable, 
and  could  be  safely  cut  into  tablets  for  medicinal  use.  Of 
these,  I  have  prepared  a  number  of  small  quantities. 

Since  the  fatal  accident  we  have  further  experimented  in 
«ny  laboratory  with  the  object  of  ascertaining  what  admix- 
ture of  other  substances  used  in  pharmacy  will  render  it 
.more  explosive. 

(1)  We  find  that  if  a  little  be  heated  on  platinum  foil  it 
•deflagrates  with  a  flicker.  (2)  A  trace  triturated  violently 
in  a  porcelain  mortar  does  cause  slight  explosions.  (3)  Mixed 
with  a  little  milk-sugar  we  could  not  explode  it  by  striking 
it  with  a  hammer  at  ordinary  temperatures,  or  even  after 
moistening  the  mixture  with  spirit,  but  only  a  little  was 
tried.  (4)  A  trace  of  an  oxidising-agent  such  as  silver 
■oxide,  mercuric  oxide,  potassium  permanganate,  potassium 
•chlorate  or  potassium  nitrate,  as  well  as  reducing-agents, 
such  as  reduced  iron,  charcoal,  hypophosphites,  pyrogallol, 
morphine,  and  creasote,  all  seemed  to  render  the  erythrol 
nitrate  more  readily  explosive  by  concussion. 

Erythrol  nitrate  melts  at  142°  F. ;  neutral  fats  and  oils 
■dissolve  it  to  the  extent  of  one-fourth  their  weight  when 
gently  warmed,  but,  on  cooling,  much  of  the  nitrate  crystal- 
lises out.  Nevertheless,  this  fatty  coating  of  the  crystals  is 
a  protection,  as  I  find  that  chocolate  tablets  can  be  prepared 
to  contain  a  large  dose  of  the  nitrate  by  adding  an  excess  of  fat. 
I  have  failed  to  make  these  explode  by  violent  hammering, 
although  they  contain  a  quantity  of  the  crystals.  It  is  de- 
sirable, however,  to  use  such  a  quantity  of  chocolate  that 
the  erythrol  nitrate  may  be  in  complete  fatty  solution  in 
the  tablets.  Yours  obediently, 

10  New  Cavendish  Street,  W.,  W.  Maetindale. 

January  4. 

Sie, — The  letter  of  Messrs.  Parsons  and  Langford  Moore  in 
your  last  issue  under  the  above  heading,  and  the  recent 
statement  of  a  writer  in  a  medical  journal  that  "  erythrol 
tetra-nitrate  is  fairly  stable  if  kept  in  a  dark  and  moderately 
cool  place.  If  exposed  to  warmth,  and  especially  sunlight, 
it  rapidly  undergoes  decomposition,  turning  yellow  and  giving 
off  nitrous  fumes,"  leads  us  to  give  you  our  experience  with 
this  drug. 

Professor  Bradbury,  in  his  original  paper  on  the  subject, 
ascribed  these  properties  to  the  higher  nitrates  generally,  but 
•did  not  apply  them  to  erythrol  tetranitrate  in  particular ; 
and,  in  fact,  an  experience  of  the  preparation  and  general 
characteristics  of  this  drug  extending  over  a  period  of  nearly 
two  years,  has  led  us  to  a  distinctly  different  conclusion.  In 
support  of  this  statement,  we  will  mention  (1)  that  we  have 
had  an  ounce  of  erythrol  tetranitrate  on  a  shelf  of  the 
laboratory  for  the  past  eighteen  months  in  an  ordinary  glass 
bottle.    The  temperature  of  the  laboratory  during  this  time 


varied  from  32°  to  90°  F.  From  the  relative  position  of  the 
shelf  and  the  windows  in  the  laboratory,  it  is  certain  that 
this  bottle  has  been  exposed  on  sunny  days  to  more  or  less 
direct  sunlight.  The  compound  has  remained  absolutely 
unaltered  both  in  appearance  and  chemical  properties.  (2) 
Eight  yards  of  magnesium  ribbon  (30  gr.)  were  burned 
at  a  distance  of  6  inches  from  a  little  heap  of  the  powdered 
substance,  the  only  precaution  being  the  interposition  of  a 
glass  plate  between  the  burning  ribbon  and  the  powder.  The 
exposure  to  the  magnesium  light  lasted  seven  minutes. 
The  erythrol  tetranitrate  remained  unaltered.  (3)  A  small 
quantity  of  the  same  sample  was  recently  heated  for  sixty- 
eight  hours  to  30°  C,  but  remained  unaffected. 

We  can  fully  endorse  Professor  Bradbury's  statement  as  to 
the  remarkable  stability  of  this  substance  (considering 
its  chemical  composition)  under  ordinary  conditions.  It 
detonates  if  violently  struck  in  a  Wedgewood  mortar  with  a 
pestle  of  the  same  material,  or  with  a  hammer,  but  we  have 
very  frequently  powdered  small  quantities,  and  in  our  opinion 
there  is  absolutely  no  risk  associated  with  such  a  proceeding. 
It  may  be  heated  (slowly)  to  200°  C,  at  which  temperature 
it  gradually  decomposes.  If  rapidly  heated  it  explodes 
violently  at  approximately  the  same  temperature.  Moreover, 
our  experiments  have  shown  that  part  of  a  little  heap  of 
erythrol  tetranitrate  may  be  exploded,  and  the  remainder  (in 
actual  contact)  be  left  untouched. 

We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  drug  may  be  used 
with  perfect  safety,  but  to  avoid  all  risk  the  following- 
conditions  should  be  observed  : — 

(1)  It  should  not  be  exposed  to  direct  sunlight  (in  a  shop- 
window,  for  instance). 

(2)  It  should  be  gently  powdered  by  rubbing  up  (not 
striking)  in  small  quantities  (15  to  30  gr.  at  a  time)  in  a 
smooth  agate  or  glazed  porcelain  mortar. 

(3)  If  it  be  necessary  to  mix  it  with  other  substances,  this 
should  be  done  on  a  smooth  glass  slab  with  the  hand  or  a 
wooden  spatula  (preferably  after  moistening  with  water ;  but 
this  is  not  actually  necessary). 

(4)  It  should  not  be  mixed  with  any  of  the  incompatibles 
of  nitro-glycerine. 

AVe  are,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Philip  Schidbowitz,  Ph.D.,  F.C.S. 
Otto  Rosenheim,  Ph.D.,  F.C.S. 
57  Chancery  Lane,  W.C.,  January  5. 

Sie, — I  can  quite  endorse  the  remarks  of  Messrs.  Parsons 
and  Langford-Moore  with  regard  to  the  dispensing  of 
erythrol  tetranitrate. 

We,  too,  have  dispensed,  in  this  hospital,  a  large  quantity 
of  this  compound  during  the  last  two  years,  both  in  the 
powder  and  liquid  form.  We  have  always  powdered  it  in  a 
dry  mortar,  exercising  due  precaution,  well  knowing  it  to  be 
of  an  explosive  nature,  and  in  no  way  have  we  experienced 
any  trouble  with  it. 

With  a  little  care  it  does  not  appear  to  be  dangerous.  But  if 
Mr.  Parsons  will  take  5  gr.  of  erythrol  tetranitrate,  and  rub 
it  gently  to  powder  in  a  dry  mortar,  and  then  strike  the 
powder  quickly  with  his  pestle,  he  will  get  a  report  and  a 
flash  of  light  equal  to  that  given  off  from  a  small  cannon, 
and  his  mortar  will  be  blown  to  pieces.  I  have  some  prac- 
tical experience  of  this,  but  not  in  dispensing  the  chemical, 
consequently  1  can  quite  understand  that  if  a  report  like 
this  can  be  got  from  5  gr.,  the  intensity  must  have  been 
terrible  from  4  oz. 

Therefore,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  that  the  unfortunate 
chemist  must  have,  in  some  way  or  other,  dropped  his  pestle  on 
the  erythrol  suddenly,  and  with  great  force,  or,  possibly,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  bringing  it  to  powder  quickly,  hence 
the  explosion. 

There  is  a  possibility  also  of  the  erythrol  containing  as  an 
impurity  some  of  the  allied  explosive  compounds. 

I  may  add  that  the  largest  quantity  of  erythrol  tetra- 
nitrate we  have  powdered  at  one  time  has  been  100  gr. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Bristol  Royal  Infirmary.  F.  J.  Kilnee,  F.C.S. 

Sie, — "  With  a  due  regard  for  that  class  of  compounds,"  I 
should  avoid  the  use  of  "  glass  mortars "  which  have  glass 
pestles,  and  should  prefer  wedgwood  with  the  pestle  reversed 
— i.e.,  use  the  wooden  end. 

Harder  material,  such  as  glass,  wedgwood,  marble,  &c, 
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may  be  used  many  times  before  the  accidental  blow  or  grind 
which  causes  the  catastrophe,  but,  I  repeat,  I  should  prefer  to 
use  wood.  Yours,  to,, 

6  Sandon  Terrace,  Liverpool,  John  P.  Catford. 

January  4. 

In  the  letter  by  Professor  J.  B.  Bradbury,  of  Cambridge, 
which  is  referred  to  by  correspondents,  he  says  :  — 

Erythrol  tetranitrate,  like  all  other  polyatomic  organic  nitrates, 
detonates  when  struck  with  a  hammer,  and  doubtless  would 
■explode  if  roughly  used  in  a  mortar.  My  assistant,  Mr.  Marshall, 
lias,  however,  several  times  rubbed  up  small  quantities  without 
ill  effect,  but  this  has  always  been  done  with  care.  The  sub- 
stance can  be  melted  (61°  C.  =  142°  F.)  without  undergoing  de- 
composition, and  must  be  heated  rapidly  to  a  much  higher  point 
before  an  explosion  will  ensue.  Although  more  explosive  than 
nitro-glycerine,  owing  to  its  containing  one  more  nitrate  group, 
it  is  much  more  stable,  and  accidents  are  only  likely  to  happen  if 
incautiously  used. 

The  recent  accident  with  this  material  is  deeply  to  be  re- 
gretted ;  but  it  seems  to  me,  too,  that  combination  with  sugar  of 
milk  would  considerably  enhance  its  explosive  power.  I  con- 
sider the  drug  is  perfectly  safe  unless  rapidly  heated  or  struck  or 
mixed  with  some  readily-oxidisable  substance.  Indeed,  during 
its  investigation  my  assistant  and  I  were  surprised,  knowing  its 
■composition,  at  its  stability. 

As  to  mixture  of  the  drug  with  sugar  of  milk,  Messrs. 
Oppenheimer,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited)  write  to  us  stating  that  in 
making  palatinoids  they  "  first  rub  down  the  sugar  of  milk  to 
an  impalpable  powder  in  a  glass  mortar,  then  add  the  erythrol 
tetranitrate  dissolved  in  alcohol,  thus  obviating  any  possible 
•chances  of  explosion.  They  understand  that  by  this  means 
the  drug  can  be  better  dispersed  throughout  the  powder  than 
when  it  is  rubbed  up  with  the  sugar  of  milk  alone.''  We 
may  recall  in  this  connection  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Wm. 
Martindale  which  we  reported  on  January  25,  1896.  It  was 
then  pointed  out  that  the  tetranitrate  is  soluble  in  alcohol 
to  the  extent  of  1  gr.  in  1  dr.  only,  and  as  the  dose  is  ^  gr. 
to  1  gr.  we  do  not  see  how  the  alcohol  suggestion  can  be 
generally  utilised  for  exhibiting  the  remedy  along  with  sugar 
■of  milk  in  a  solid  form.  It  would  be  much  better,  we  think, 
to  mix  the  tetranitrate  with  a  fat  such  as  cocoa-butter,  as 
"Mr.  Martindale  suggests.  It  is  obvious  that  the  danger 
of  the  drug  has  been  somewhat  exaggerated. — Ed.  C.  $  D. 

The  Chemists'  Club. 

Sib, — Will  you  be  good  enough  to  publish  the  below- 
mentioned  preliminary  list  of  amounts  promised,  and  to 
state  that  we  anticipate  shortly  to  decide  upon  very  eligible 
premises  at  the  West -end  of  London  1 

Further  promises  of  amounts  will  be  gladly  acknowledged 
by  Mr.  T.  H.  Dewey,  the  Hen.  Secretary,  127  Buckingham 
Falace  Road,  S.W.,  or  by 

Yours  obediently, 

C.  Edwin  Gasman, 
273  and  280  Roman  Road,         Chairman  of  Committee. 
Bow,  E. 

£    s.  d. 

Horace  Davenport,  Esq.,  33  Great  Paissell 

Street   10  10  0 

Messrs.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson   5    5  0 

Messrs.  Sanger  &  Sons,  Winsley  Street, 

Oxford  Street    5    5  0 

Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers  &  Co   5    5  0 

Messrs.  Barclays  (Limited)    5    5  0 

Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons    '3    3  0 

Messrs.  Willows,  Francis,  Butler  ifc  Ays- 
cough  Thompson   2    2  0 

Messrs.  Bowles  &  Co   2    2  0 

Messrs.  Blondeau  &  Co   2    2  0 


£+0  19  0 

The  Banquet  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester. 
January  26. 

Sie, — As  two  or  three  instances  have  come  to  my  know- 
ledge where,  either  through  my  fault  or  that  of  P.O. 
officials,  gentlemen  in  this  district  have  not  received  any 
circular  respecting  this  approaching  event,  will  you  permit 
me  to  say  that  if  there  be  any  others  who  have  been 


similarly  treated,  and  yet  who  desire  to  be  present,  I  shall 
be  glad  if  they  will  commuoicate  with  me  at  once  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 
Chorlton-cum-Hardy,  Haeey  Kemp. 

January  5. 

Sellers  of  Proprietary  Articles. 

Sie, — I  regret  that  the  Sanitas  Company  have  been 
unable  to  see  their  way  to  join  the  P.A.T.A.,  but  neverthe- 
less thank  them  for  their  careful  consideration  of  the 
matter.  I  should  like  to  point  out  to  them  and  other 
proprietors — first,  that  chemists,  and  not  stores,  are  the  chief 
distributors  of  their  advertising-matter,  and  for  this  service 
we  require  some  remuneration  if  it  is  to  be  continued ;  and, 
secondly,  that  although  the  stores  are  large  buyers,  they  are 
not  sellers  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word  :  they  merely  hand 
over  the  articles  when  they  are  asked  for,  and  leave  makers 
to  sell  them  by  large  and  costly  advertising.  If  the  articles 
carried  a  protected  substantial  profit,  it  would  be  to  the 
interest  of  every  retailer  to  push  the  sale,  and  with 
thousands  of  distributors  trying  to  sell  the  article,  surely  the 
sale  would  be  greater.  Yours  truly, 

Edgbaston.  F.  Adam. 

The  Courtesy  of  Chemists'  Assistants. 

Sie, — I  am  sorry  to  have  to  endorse  what  "  Westerner  " 
says  in  respect  of  the  courtesy  of  assistants. 

In  my  capacity  as  senior  representative  for  many  years  of 
Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  I  have  the  opportunity 
and  take  a  pleasure  in  finding  berths  for  assistants,  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say  it  frequently  happens  that  they  will  allow 
me  to  write  them  several  times,  giving  particulars  of  situa- 
tions, without  having  the  decency  to  send  me  a  card  to  say 
they  are  suited.  I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

Albeet  H.  Solomon. 

75  Holland  Road,  Kensington,  W., 
January  3. 

Sie, — An  important  matter  has  been  struck  by  your  cor- 
respondent who  is  annoyed  at  the  neglect  of  assistants  in 
replying  to  letters  of  engagements,  &c.  This,  however,  is 
by  no  means  confined  to  assistants,  as  "  Westerner  "  would 
have  us  think.  A  short  time  ago  I  wrote  to  eight  chemists, 
and  received  only  one  reply  ;  two  of  the  others  had  pre- 
viously promised  "  to  let  me  know  in  a  day  or  two." 

Yours,  &c, 

Birmingham,  January  4.         An  Assistant.  (54/36.) 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding  most  legal 
matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found  in  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "  Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws  of  the 
United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's  "  Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duly." 


52/58.  Norfolk. — If  you  can  satisfy  the  Court  that  it  was 
entirely  a  printer's  error  that  the  unregistered  person  was 
styled  a  chemist,  that  would,  no  doubt,  suffice  to  ensure 
judgment  in  favour  of  the  defendant  if  an  action  were  taken. 
But  the  Society  would  hardly  take  proceedings  if  the  facts 
were  explained  to  them  in  case  they  should  threaten. 

52/11.  Homoeopath. — It  is  not  legal  for  an  unregistered 
person  to  sell  homoeopathic  preparations  of  scheduled 
poisons. 

49/34.  Towy.— The  question  you  raise  was  dealt 
with  just  a  year  ago  (January  2  and  January  16,  1897).  The 
point  raised  is  rather  an  important  one.  The  stamped 
bottles  of  Fellows's  syrup  are  sold  at  2s.  10  d. ;  face  retail 
price  (with  6d.  stamp),  4s.  But  the  |-lb.  bottle  for  dispensing 
costs  2s.  4rf.,  and  the  question  is  whether  a  retailer  may  buy 
this  and  sell  it  again  with  a  3d.  stamp  at  not  more  than 
2s.  9d.  We  think  he  may.  No  doubt,  as  a  correspondent 
pointed  out,  the  law  says  it  is  the  first  vendor  who  must 
stamp  it ;  but  then  the  authorities  have  made  a  concession 
to  the  first  vendor.  If  the  system  were  to  become  general 
and  known  we  should  think  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
would  withdraw  that  concession,  but  this  is  a  matter 
between  them  and  the  makers. 
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52/7.  Income-tax. — You  are  not  liable  to  pay  income-tax 
except  upon  the  head  rent  (which  you  must  deduct  when 
payiDg  the  latter)  if  your  total  income  from  all  sources  does 
not  exceed  160/.  per  annum.  If  your  income  exceeds  that 
amount,  but  does  not  exceed  400Z.,  you  are  entitled  to  an 
abatement  of  160/.  The  only  deduction  allowed  off  the 
assessment  would  be  one-sixth  of  the  gross  amount  for 
repairs. 

54/68.  Frizell  %  Co.— We  understand  that  when  the  Order 
in  Council  has  been  issued  metric  weights  will  be  regarded 
legally  as  other  weights,  and  must  be  stamped  if  they  are 
used  in  trade. 

53/58.  Sforax. — A  widow  who  keeps  open  shop  for  the 
sale  of  poison  without  having  a  qualified  chemist  to  manage 
it  is  liable  to  a  penalty.  Both  she  and  the  unqualified  assis- 
tant are  liable  to  a  penalty  every  time  they  sell  a  scheduled 
poison.  The  unqualified  assistant  is  not  liable  to  any  other 
penalty  for  assisting  the  widow. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  our  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  ;  queries  must, 
there/ore,  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
more  than  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece 
of  paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 
be  given,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  should  be  placed  on  the  sample. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post. 


Notice  to 
Querists. 


111/5.  J.  B. — (1)  Penny  packets  of  rosemary-and-camphor 
hair-wash  are  made  by  perfuming  "extract  of  soap''  with 
oil  of  rosemary  and  camphor.   (2)  Toothache-tincture  :  — 


M. 


Ac.  tannici 
Ac.  benzoici  .. 
Camphor. 
Gum.  mastic... 
Gum.  juniperi 
Cocain.  mur.  .. 
Chloroformi  .. 
Spt.  villi  rect. 


3J. 
5ij. 

Si- 

5ss. 
5ss. 
3j. 


(3)  Compound  Syrup  of  Figs.— See  1897  Diary,  page  483. 

29/21.  Ignoramus. — (1)  "  Sweet  nitre  "  ordered  in  liquids 
for  bronzing  gun-barrels  is  the  ordinary  article.  Your 
sample  of  brown  colour  and  cheap  price  is  probably  a  batch 
that  has  been  spoilt  in  manufacture,  but  is  still  suited  for  this 
purpose.  (2)  The  liquid  used  for  Silvering  the  Brass 
Facings  of  Clock-faces  is  a  solution  of  chloride  of  silver 
in  liquid  ammonia.  It  is  applied  by  rubbing,  and  is  finally 
lacquered  to  preserve  the  brilliant  polish  obtained. 

50/66.  A.  S. — Syr.  Eastoni. — Mr.  R.  Brodie's  paper  on 
this  was  printed  in  C.     B.,  August  14,  1897,  page  285. 


■The  following 


gr.  J- 
5.1- 

mij. 

§ss. 
Svj. 


51/48.    F.  H.  R  —Syrup  of  Phosphorus.- 

is  one  of  the  best  formulae  for  this : — 

Phosphorus  ... 
Absolute  alcohol 
Oil  of  peppermint  ... 
Rectified  spirit 
Glycerine  to  

Place  the  phosphorus  and  glycerine  in  an  8-oz.  flask  or  good 
bottle.  Heat  in  a  water- Dath,  shaking  occasionally,  until  the 
phosphorus  is  dissolved.  Then  add  the  absolute  alcohol,  heated 
in  the  same  way,  and  the  rectified  spirit  with  the  oil  dissolved  in 
it.    5j- =  phosphorus  gr.  7l5. 

51/57.  Creasote. — Inseparable  "White  Liniment. — The 
formula  given  on  December  11,  1897,  page  937,  is  good. 

52/21.  Buchu. — To  Remove  Caustic-stains  from  linen 
proceed  as  for  silver  marking-ink,  by  touching  with  a  little 
iodine  liniment,  and  then  with  strong  solution  of  cyanide  of 
potassium. 

46/48.  Smilax.— Dressing  for  Boot-soles. — See  C.  S,-  B., 
August  31,  1895,  page  365. 


-See  C.  %  B.,  August  28, 


51/63.    J.  0. — Shaving-paste. 
1897,  page  391. 

45/52.  Coffee.— Essence  of  Coffee —See  C.  A-  D.,  October 
16,  1897,  page  641,  and  October  30,  1897,  page  711. 

46,4.  Zero. —  (1)  Petroleum  -  emulsion. — See  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1897,  page  271.  (2) 
Mice-poison  : — 

Strychnine 
Prussian  blue 
Flour  

Mix. 

3i?.  packets  contain  5j- 

46,20.  B. — The  principal  druggists'  sundries  houses 
make  Pessary-moulds. 

47/74.    J.  G.— (1)  Syr.  Picis  Liq  ,  U  S  P.  :— 


O'J- 
5ss. 

Sij. 


Tar  ... 
White  sand 
Water  ... 


3iiss. 

Biij. 
Svj. 


Mix  the  sand  and  the  tar  in  a  mortar  and  pour  on  the  water. 
Stir,  and  repeat  the  stirring  occasionally  during  twelve  hours  ; 
reject  the  water.    Then  pour  upon  the  tar  and  sand — 

Boiling  water   5*iij. 

Stir  for  fifteen  minutes  and  add — 

Glycerine    5iij.  5ij. 

Set  aside  for  twenty-four  hours,  stirring  occasionally  ;  then  filter. 
Dissolve  in  the  filtrate — 

Sugar  

and  bring  up  to  32  oz.  with  water,  if  necessary. 

(2)  Syr.  Pruni  Virg.,  B.P.C.  :— 

Wild-cherry  bark  (in  No.  20  powder) 
Refined  sugar  (in  coarse  powder)... 
Glycerine 

Distilled  water   


5XXV1SS. 


5"J. 
oxv. 

5x. 

a  sufficiency 


Moisten  the  powder  with  distilled  water,  and  macerate  for 
twenty-four  hours  in  a  closed  vessel ;  then  pack  in  a  percolator  and 
percolate  9  oz.  Dissolve  the  sugar  in  the  liquid  by  agitation 
without  heat,  add  the  glycerine,  strain,  and,  if  necessary,  wash 
the  strainer  with  distilled  water  to  20  oz. 

46/33.    G.  H. — Husk  or  Hoose  Mixture  for  Calves. — 

The  following  will  suit  the  directions — "  Pour  a  teaspoonful 
down  the  nostrils  three  mornings  following": — 


Acid,  carbolic. 
Glycerini 
Tr.  lavand.  co. 
Aq.  ad  


5ij. 
5j. 
5ij. 
Bviij. 


M. 


56/45.  P.  V.  .B.— Churchill's  "  Dictionary  of 
Terms,"  published  at  2s.  6d.,  should  suit  you. 


Medical" 


Coming  Events. 

We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this- 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Monday,  January  10. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street,, 
Dublin,  at  8  p.m.  "Chemistry  at  the  Dispensing-counter," 
by  Mr.  A.  L.  Doran,  M.P.S.I. 

Thursday,  January  13. 

Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society.  The  Eighth  Annual 
Dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Bee  Hotel,  Queen's  Square, 
at  8.15  p.m.  Tickets,  3s.  6d.  each,  can  be  had  from  the 
Secretary,  Mr.  J.  H.  Burns,  87  Bold  Street,  or  from  members 
of  the  Council. 

Friday,  January  14. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association, 
at  9.15  p.m.  Open  meeting.  Arrangements  by  Mr.  William' 
Duncan,  F.C.S. 


Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists'  Association,  at  9.30  p.m. 
by  Mr.  R.  Glegg. 


'  Heat 


